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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

TRAFFIC
Reduct ion of Road Carnage: Petition

MR WILLIAMS (Clontarf) [2.17 p.m.]: I have
from 42 citizens of Western Australia a petition
which is couched in terms similar to those of other
petitions presented in this House. It requests the
introduction of new legislation to reduce the
liquor blood alcohol level from .08 to .05. 1 have
certified that the petition conforms with the
Standing Orders of the Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 76.)

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
Report

MR WAIT (Albany) [2.18 p.m.]: I present the
16th report of the Public Accounts Committee
and move-

That the report be received.
Question put and passed.
MR WAIT (Albany) [2.19 pi.m.]: I move-

That the report be printed.
Question put and passed.

KALGOORLIE AND BOULDER:
DEVELOPMENT

Role of Government: Motion
MR 1. F. TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie) [2.20 p.m.]: I

move-
That this House consider and examine the

development needs of Kalgoorlie/ Boulder;
the social and economic needs arising from
that development, and the role of
Government in fulfilling the needs of the
electors of that area.

Before speaking directly to that motion, Mr
Speaker, I should like firstly to pay tribute to my
predecessor in the seat of Kalgoorlie.

Ted Evans will always be remembered by all
who knew and loved him as a fine man; a man
with character; a man with a real sense of
humour; and, above all, a man who demonstrated
a real concern for the needs or his constituents.

On behalf of his widow and family I would like
to take ibis opportunity of thanking you, Mr
Speaker, the members on both sides of this
House, and the Parliament House staff, for the
care, concern, and assistance that was
demonstrated to his widow and family, following
Shack's death.

I now turn to the Kalgoorlie Electorate-an
electorate which covers Kalgoorlie itself and a
significant part of Boulder. The electorate and the
Eastern Goldfields as a whole currently give forth
an air of confidence and optimism-a buoyancy
that is reflected in the attitude of the community
leaders and the people themselves.

The strength of the electorate is of course the
mining industry. However, Kalgoorlie and
Boulder are now more than -mining towns. They
are the basis of a strong and expanding tourist
industry and a service centre for surrounding
mining and pastoral activities.

Both as a service centre and as a tourist centre
the area has established its future for decades to
come.

A great expansion of the area's service potential
will take place if an all-weather-but not
necessarily black top-road is built between
Kalgoorlie and the Pilbara. For nearly three years
now the concept of such a road has been pushed
by local members of Parliament, local
authorities, and members of the business
community.

The idea is visionary. The idea is possible. In
the near future I hope that the Government will
be able to consider a positive and fully-
documented case for the construction of the road
link.

The Kalgoorlie by-election was fought on four
main issues, -issues which were not at any time
addressed in any meaningful way by our
conservative opponents, but issues that, as was
shown by the result of the election, were of real
concern to the electors of Kalgoorlie.

One issue that stood out as matter of great
concern in the community, and one which I
believe is reflected in all mining areas of the
State, was that of the Government's Mining Act
of 1978.

I do not consider this speech is the time to take
the Act apart. it suffices to say that I have yet to
meet a person in my electorate who is prepared to
publicly support the Act. I hope that, in the light
of the result of the by-election and the fact that
the Leader of the Opposition called on the people
of Kalgoorlie to make the election a referendum
on the Act, the Government will re-examine and
redraft the Act and regulations after a thorough
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examination of the real needs of all the mining
community.

I turn to a second issue-an emotional issue
and one that is of great concern throughout the
State. That issue was and is the proposed
amendments to the Workers' Compensation Act.
The Government should not be misled into
thinking that any deliberate campaign of
confusion will see this issue subside and die. I
hope the events of recent weeks and the strong
trade union campaign against the Bill have given
the Government food -for thought. Again, I can
only hope that the current revision of the Bill will
bring about new legislation that does not in any
way compromise workers' rights and benefits in
this field, and in particular, does not reduce in
any way the compensation payable to silicotics.

The third campaign issue that I wish to bring to
the attention of this House is the urgent need to
upgrade and redevelop the Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital.

Much has been said ab out the hospital since the
early 1900s and it would seem that the comments
and arguments of recent times are a case of
history repeating itself.

However, I believe there is one point that no.
one has ever questioned, and that is the dedication
and goodwill of the entire staff at the hospital.
Without their dedication and goodwill, the
hospital itself would have fallen apart and patient
care would be totally inadequate. But even the
dedication and goodwill of the most loyal staff are
severely tried when they compare the conditions
under which they have to work with the
conditions not only in the five-star metropolitan
hospitals, but in the hospitals in smaller towns
throughout the State.

It concerns me greatly that the Government, in
its replies to recent accusations of neglect,
continues to state that the hospital will be
upgraded. "subject to funds being available".
There can be no more pressing need in any
hospital in the State than the need for new ward
accommodation at the Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital. But already the improvement
programme is falling behind schedule. There will
be a nine-month lag between the date of
demolition and clearing for stage two of the
development and the planned commencement
date for the building programme.

Responsible bureaucrats are aware of the needs
of the hospital. The Government, I hope, is aware
of the long-standing need for redevelopment, yet
the building programme proceeds at a snail's
pace. Do we have to wait until the 1990s for a

hospital that meets the needs of a developing
region?

I realise that capital funds are short, but I
suggest to the Government three ways which,
taken separately or together, could assist in
finding the necessary level of capital funding.
Firstly, in the Pilbara, the companies contributed
to social infrastructure and more recently
Woodside Petroleum Development Pty. Ltd. has
contributed to the development of the Karratha
Hospital. Has the Government considered asking
the major mining companies with developments in
the eastern goldfields for capital assistance'? I ask
the question.

Secondly, the Town of Kalgoorlie has recently
said it would consider making available to the
Government some of its loan fund allocation-a
worthy decision arnd one that should be discussed
with some seriousness.

Thirdly, if' the people of Kalgoorlie and Boulder
really want a casino-subject of course to
Government approval-and if that casino can be
funded locally, then part or all of the turnover tax
or licence fee could be ploughed back into
community facilities such as the hospital.

The precedent for the diversion of what should
be CRF funds into local projects has been well
established already. Hamerslcy Iron Pty. Ltd. has
prepaid millions of dollars of lease rentals which,
with matching Government funds and by
agreement with the Government, have been spent
directly on roads in the Pilbara. If it is good
enough for the Pilbara, it is good enough for
Kalgoorlie. Some measure of the money that
could be involved is that in 1979-80 the
Tasmanian Government collected revenue of $2.8
million from the Wrest Point Casino.

I now turn to housing, a further issue in the by.
election. The lack of adequate housing in my
electorate is stifling development. It is almost
impossible to rent a house in Kalgoorlie. The
waiting list for SHC homes is far too long.
Employers are placing urgently-needed capital
funds-funds that could be used to buy new plant
and equipment-into housing for employees.

The Government must re-emphasise and
expand the role of the Industrial and Commercial
Employees' Housing Authority-two houses only
built in Kalgoorlie by this authority is not good
enough.

The Government must re-examine the role of
the SHC and look at it as a means of providing
low-interest funds for low income earners. Funds
could be mixed with ordinary housing loan funds
to allow these people to buy or build their own
homes. I know that the Australian Labor Party
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will be able to further develop this proposition,
and others, in the near future.

Towards the end of the Kalgoorlie campaign a
further issue arose, one that, with your permission
and forebearance, Mr Speaker, I would like to
address myself to in an indirect rather than a
direct manner. That issue was of course the large
increases in Government (axes and charges. Much
has been made of this issue since and I intend to
have more to say on Government financing and
economic management in the forthcoming Budget
debate.

Ibelieve-and I hope I am not stepping too far
out of line by being overtly or otherwise too
contentious in this, my maiden speech-that
conservative Governments throughout the world
today have lost sight of the needs of ordinary
people.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
Mr 1. F. TAYLOR: The overwhelming

emphasis on balanced or surplus budgets; on
small-but not necessarily more
efficient-Covernment; on crucifying the trade
union movement for short-term political gain; and
on ignoring any proposition-no matter how
worthwhile-from their political opponents, has
taken over to such a degree that they no longer
understand or want to understand the needs of the
community in which they live.

To members opposite I say: Reflect on
legislation such as the proposed Workers'
Compensation Bill; reflect on the recent
legislation that will create the worst gerrymander
in Australia; and reflect on taxes and charges that
have made the walk to the letterbox for the
ordinary housewife a walk of fear because there
might be another Government account inside. I
ask members opposite to reflect and ask
themselves: Are these the priorities of a
Government that understands the needs of the
community?

I am new to this game-as we are wont to call
it-and perhaps a little soft. But, I have left my
electorate office of a night with the heaviest or
hearts and a feeling of sadness and
frustration-not once, but a number of times.

That sense of sadness and frustration and even
anger has overcome me when I have realised that
it is the attitude of Governments--Governments
that have lost touch with people. Governments
that have grown tired and uncertain-that are
causing many of the difficulties in our
community.

Conservative Governments in their professed
dedication to economic sensibility have lost touch
with the needs and worries of real people.

I believe that members throughout this House,
no matter what their politics, have experienced
the feelings to which I have just referred.

I believe we must realise that we are here today
not to make life more difficult for people, but to
lift the bu rden and allow all people equal
opportunity so that no-one knows the yoke of
poverty or needs to be afraid for the future of
their sons and daughters.

We must work to ensure that it is the welfare of
the community as a whole, rather than that of a
few wealthy, self-centred, and selfish individuals
and corporations that is behind the actions and
decisions of the Government. Only then can we be
confident that a Government is fulfilling its right
and proper role for the community.

In commending the motion to the House I wish
to thank the electors of Kalgoorlie for the
confidence they have shown in me and the
Australian Labor Party.

It is to them and to the fulfillment of their
needs and the needs of the wider community that
I dedicate my career in this House.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!
(Applause.]
MR BARNETT: I formally second the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr O'Connor

(Deputy Premier).

BILLS (9): INTRODUaION AND
FIRST READING

2.
Interpretation Amendment Bill.
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage

Amendment and Validation Bill.
3. Ministers of the Crown (Statutory

Designations) Amendment Bill.
4. Acts Amendment (Statutory Designations)

and Validation Bill.
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

O'Connor (Deputy Premier), and read a
first time.

5. Plant Diseases Amendment and Repeal
Bill.

6. Veterinary Preparations and Animal
Feeding Stuffs Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture), and read a
first time.

7. Transport Amendment Bill (No. 2).
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Rushton

(Minister for Transport), and read a
first time.

8. Hospitals Amendment Bill.
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Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Young
(Minister for Health), and read a first
time.

9. Housing Agreement (Commonwealth and
State) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr
Laurance (Honorary Minister Assisting
the Minister for Housing), and read a
first time.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for

Labour and Industry) [2.40 p.m.] 1 move-
That the Bill be now read a second time.

The main thrust of the amendments in this Bill
relates to the inclusion in the legislation of the
provisions of an order approved by the Governor-
in-Council in August 1978 to allow shops which
traded to 9.00 p.m. on Thursday nights to sell
motor vehicle spare parts and requisites without
interfering with the service station roster system
and to provide an increase in penalties for after-
hours trading to reflect the serious view taken by
the Government of unlawful trading, particularly
on weekends.

The general background relating to approval of
the order of August 1978 arose as a result of an
amendment to the Act permitting all shops to
trade to 9.00 p.m. on Thursday nights. This
amendment, however, excluded service stations
and motor vehicle requisite shops which were
subject to specific trading-hour provisions. Legal
advice at the time indicated that effectively this
meant that stores selling motor vehicle parts and
motor vehicle requisites were not permitted to sell
motor vehicle parts and requisites after 6.00 p.m.
on Thursdays.

In real terms, this meant that, to comply with
the law, the stores which would have been
affected would be required to lock up that
particular section of the premises during late
trading.

In the opinion of the Government this was an
impractical and unsatisfactory method of
enterprise which could have had the end result of
inconveniencing many members of the community
who might have attended at the store for the sole
purpose of procuring motor vehicle parts and
requisites. Major retail stores together with most
shops selling m~otor vehicle parts and requisites
would be affected.

The Government acted swiftly by introducing
as a temporary measure an order to permit
certain shops selling motor vehicle requisites,
spare parts, and accessories, but not fuel, to
remain open to 9.00 p.m. on Thursdays. Although
the order was approved as a temporary provision,
it did request that the Act be reviewed for any
other anomalies.

In reviewing the Act it was found that firms
which sell motor requisites as the main part of
their business could not trade to 9.00 p.m. on
Thursdays. The amendment currently before the
House will eradicate that anomaly.

The Government considered, however, that the
same privilege ought not be extended to service
stations other than those on roster, as this would
manifest into substantial interference with the
present roster arrangements. Essentially this
amendment allows both a parts and accessories
shop-requisite shop-as well as such section of a
general shop located in a shopping complex or
shopping area to open on Thursday nights to 9.00
p~m., but excludes shops normally engaged in
selling petrol and requisites from doing so.

Another important amendment to which I have
referred already is to section 93B which deals
with penalties relating to after-hours trading.
Concern has been expressed for some time at the
proliferation of instances of unlawful trading,
particularly on weekends. The Government is
strongly of the view that this increase in unlawful
trading can be attributed in part to the imposition
of fines of only $20 for third or subsequent
offences even though the Act provides for a
penalty of $500. Prior to 1970 the maximum
penalty for unlawful trading was $100 for a first
offence and $200 for a subsequent offence. In
1970, because of the increased incidence of out-
of-hours trading, section 93B was added to
provide maximum penalties of $200 for a first

offence, 5300 for a second offence, and 5500 for a
third or subsequent offence.

The Government considers that penalties
presently being imposed are not acting as a
deterrent and obviously are regarded by those
who blatantly defy the law as "operating
expenses". For this reason the Government
considers that an increase in penalties in the
following terms is essential if the practice of
unlawful trading is to be curbed-

First offence $500 maximum
Second offence $750 maximum
Third and subsequent $1 000 maximum.

offence
The general penalty provided in section I115 is
also to be increased. This section provides the
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base for penalties generally, unless a special
penalty is provided under the section where the
offence occurs. The penalties currently provided
have not been increased since the Act came into
operation in 1964; consequently they are no
longer considered adequate. The penalties are
therefore to be increased to $200 and $400.
respectively.

In line with the increases in the general penalty
provisions, those penalties relating to a breach of
regulations provided under sections 61(2)(c) and
121 (1)(g) are to be increased to $400.

A further amendment to provide for offences
by directors and managers of corporate bodies has
been included in a new section I116A. This is as a
result of a firm being fined only $5 on each of 37
charges for breaches of the Act.

In this case, because the company was a "two
dollar" concern, there was no hope of the
company satisfying its legal requirements with
respect to the payment of fines as it had no funds
or assets. For this reason the current amendment
provides that where a body corporate is convicted
of an offence every director or member of the
governing authority of the body corporate shall be
deemed, without affecting the conviction agai nst
the body corporate, to be guilty of an offence
against the Act.

An amendment in relation to advertising,
releases the media from the onerous obligation
currently imposed to monitor all advertisements
to ensure that breaches of trading hours are not
being advertised by shopkeepers. The intention of
the existing legislation was not to prosecute the
media, but to restrict the activities of shopkeepers.
For this reason the Government is of the opinion
that the party responsible for contravention ought
to be the shopkeeper.

The opportunity has been taken also to make
minor amendments for the purpose of updating
references to various Acts.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Parker.

ROAD TRAFFIC AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from 6 August.
MR T. HI. JONES (Collie) [2.47 p.m.]: This

legislation will do two things: firstly, increase the
annual driver's licence fee from $7 to $10; and,
secondly, increase that fee for pensioners by $2.

The Opposition appreciates the position in
which the Government has been placed. The rise
is not surprising in view of general increases the
Government has imposed, particularly, in the
M86

education area. However, the impact of these rises
is felt mainly by pensioners and other low-income
earners, and one wonders when these rises will
end.

The House will recall that when the education
cuts were under consideration recently, the
Speaker referred to the fact saying, "We will leap
into the 1980s with a man named Court." We are
leaping with a man named Court, but into higher
prices. If the cost of electricity is not reported in
the Press as increasing, it is the cost of gas. If the
cost of electricity or gas is not increasing, then it
is housing and water rates.

Government members certainly must be
concerned about the situation. If that is true, and
they have any concern at all for elderly or low
income people, surely they should show in their
party room their opposition to the increases. On
behalf of the Opposition, I oppose the increases
proposed in this legislation and raise the question:
When will the present spate of price increases by
the Court Government end?

The people of Western Australia must be
asking themselves: "Will we ever leap out of the
clutches of a man named Court?", because if ever
they are sick of price rises, now must be the time.

One could go on and on in relation to this
matter to indicate the Government's failings, as
did the member for Ascot last Tuesday night in
this House when he demonstrated clearly the
impact that these price increases have had on the
public, and the spiralling effect they have had on
inflation. Surely this situation must concern
Government members, particularly Government
back-bench members, as it does all members of
the Opposition.

Of course there must be a halt. As I said last
Tuesday night, we are just now beginning to
realise the impact of this new federalism we have
heard so much about-the Premier was one of its
main supporters-and the effect it is having on
working people generally in Western Australia.
Of course it might be argued that perhaps
working people have the ability to pay, but with
the problem of wage fixation at the moment and
the terrible state it is in, we wonder where the
workers are heading in relation to rises in wages
from time to time.

I have an amendment on the notice paper
attempting to retain the rates for pensioners at
the present fee. I will not speak on that, but
generally the Opposition for those reasons opposes
the Bill in its present form.

MR HASSELL (Cottesloe-Minister for Police
and Traffic) [2.51 p.m.): I am sorry the
Opposition opposes the Bill-
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Mr T. I-. Jones: Naturally.

Mr HASSELL: -because one would have
thought that this being, in effect, a Budget Bill it
would have, at least, the tacit support or the
Opposition even though it might not have liked
the outcome completely. Because it is a Budget
Bill, it relates to our capacity to raise revenue as
part of the Budget and it is necessary for those
reasons. It is not an out-of-proportion increase in
the fee. It could in fact have been more. It is kept
to a minimum and it is kept in line with inflation.
I believe that whilst we all ind we get no pleasure
out of increasing fees and charges, in terms of
producing what has to be produced this year and
in terms of doing the job that the Government has
to do, this is simply one of the ways in which
revenue has to be raised and it cannot be avoided.
I believe that in those circumstances it should be
approved.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr Cl arko) in

the Chair; Mr Hassell (Minister for Police and
Traffic) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses I and 2 put and passed.

Clause 3: Section 47 amended-

Mr T. H. JONES: I move an amendment-
Page 2, line 13-Delete the word "half"

with a view to substituting the words "the
sum of seven dollars"

It is on the notice paper and is self-explanatory.
The effect of it is that it will allow the status quo
to remain and the $2 increase will not apply to
pensioners. In support of this proposition I
indicate the Government, since it came into
office, has made a number of promises to the
pensioners of Western Australia, in line with
those made in some other Liberal States, that
they were going to consider the plight of
pensioners and do something about it to bring
some relief, but, of course, we have not seen any
relief. All we have seen so far as our pensioners
are concerned is increase after increase. I wonder
whether we really know what pensioners in
Western Australia are receiving and if we were
subject to the same problems, whether we would
accept the increases that are being applied weekly
by the Court Government. Let us have a look at
what happened to pensions generally since 1975. I
will not go back any further. I will go back far
enough to illustrate my point.

On I May 1975 a married couple was receiving
$120 a fortnight, and a single pensioncr was
receiving $72. On 13 November 1975 it rose to
$129 for a married couple and $77.50 for a single
pensioner. On 13 May 1976 it was $137 for a
married couple and $82.50 for a single pensioner.
On I I November 1976 it rose to $145 for a
married couple and $87 for a single pensioner. On
12 May 1977 it was $157 for a married~couple
and $94.20 for a single pensioner. On 11
November 1977 it was $164.40 for a married
couple and $98.60 for a single pensioner. On 9
November 1978 it rose to $177.40 for a married
couple and $106.40 for a single pensioner. On 8
November 1979 it was $193 for a married couple
and $115.80 for a single pensioner. There was
another rise on 8 May 1980 to $203.40 for a
married couple and $122.10 for a single
pensioner. On 6 November 1980 it rose to
$213.60 for a married couple and $128.20 for a
single pensioner. The final increase was on 7 May
1981 to $222.20 for a married couple and $133.30
for a single pensioner.

It will be seen that since 1979 the pensioners in
Australia generally have been receiving a
miserable annual increase from the Federal
Liberal Government. It is something different
from the treatment they received from the
Whitlam Government and we have heard so much
criticism about the Whitlam Government, but
these figures clearly indicate what the pensioners
are receiving.

How would members like to be living in the
married pensioners' sector at $222.20 a fortnight
with nothing but increases in rents, water, gas,
electricity, and prices generally? The Government
should show some compassion to the pensioners in
Western Australia and not apply an increase in
this respect.

Mr Skidmore: The nature of what compassion?
Mr T. H. JONES: I do not think they have any

compassion, as the member for Swan just
mentioned. I was wondering whether they have
any parents in the pensioner sector.

Has the Government really evaluated the effect
on pensioners of increased prices generally? Some
are going without heaters because they cannot
pay the increased charges for electricity. Others
do not travel as frequently as they did because of
increases in transport charges.

Overall, pensioners are in a very serious
financial situation. The same argument could be
applied to low wage earners who are not much
better off than are the pensioners.

The Opposition is concerned about low income
earners as well as pensioners and that concern is
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not shared by the Liberal Government.
Government members cannot deny this. Many
pensioners use their cars only once or twice a
week, perhaps to do the shopping, to visit friends
occasionally, or to attend church on Sundays.
Their use of motor vehicles is very limited
compared with that by the average Western
Australian motorist.

Surely if the Government were truly concerned
about the lot of the pensioners, this would have
been an occasion to demonstrate its sincerity. It
could have decided not to apply the average
increase in licence fees to the licence fees paid by
the pensioners of Western Australia.

Mr Shalders: What was the cost of a driver's
licence for a pensioner in 1975?

Mr T. H. JONES: If the member for Murray
had done his homework, he would know the
answer.

Mr Shalders: But do you know it?
Mr T. H-. JON ES: I have not done that

research either, but I know that the increase in
the social security payments to pensioners has
been very low since the Liberal Government took
over in Canberra. We have heard a great deal of
condemnation of the Whitlam Government and
the member for Murray was one who joined in
that condemnation. However, Mr Whitlam did
not limit the pensioners to one increase a year.

Mr Shalders: I asked you the cost of a driver's
licence for pensioners in 1975. That has nothing
to do with the Fraser Government.

Mr T. H. JONES: The honourable member
can ask what he likes, but how I answer his
question is my business.

Mr Shalders: Well don't talk about the Fraser
Government when T ask a question about drivers'
licence fees.

Mr T. H. JON ES: The member for Murray
should be more concerned to get to his feet to
express his concern about the erosion at
Mandurah and the hazard of the traffic bridge in
that area. If the honourable member did
something for the people he represented, we
would know he is a worthy member.

Mr Shalders: I asked a simple question for a
simple fellow.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I assume the
member for Collie is simply making a passing
reference to that matter.

Mr B. T. Burke: A very effective one too.
Mr T. HI. JONES: I was answering

unnecessary and ill-timed interjections.

The CHAIRMAN: I would ask you to return
to the Bill.

Mr T. H. JONES: Now that you have drawn
my attention to the fact, Mr Chairman, I will
return to the Bill. I have enough sense to know
that it does not matter what Opposition members
say, our comments fall on deaf ears. I move an
amendment-

Page 2, line 13-Delete the word "half'
with a view to substituting the words "the
sum of seven dollars".

Mr PARKER: I wish to support the
amendment moved by the member for Collie. The
Minister for Police and Traffic, when replying to
the second reading debate, indicated that the
legislation in effect was a budgetary measure. In
other words, he said this is principally a revenue-
raising piece of legislation. Here we have a
situation where, by the Minister's own admission
about this clause, the Government is seeking to
raise additional revenue from the people in this
State who can least afford it; that is, the
pensioners.

We had a great outcry from the Government
when we on this side of the Chamber suggested
increases in Government revenue by way of
mining and other royalties. We heard a great
outcry when we spoke about a fairer distribution
of the taxation burden in the community. There
was a great outcry from everybody when the
Commonwealth Government refused to pay the
State its just share Of income tax which it had
collected from the people of Western Australia,
amongst others.

The Government has not introduced legislation
to increase mining royalties or mining lease
charges; there has been no alacrity on the part of
the Minister for Mines to raise more revenue
from those sources; indeed, it would appear that
the Government is duck-shoving On that issue.

So in the first few days of this part of this
session of Parliament, the Minister has introduced
legislation to ensure that the pensioners will pay a
few dollars more for their motor vehicle licences.
What an extraordinary Government we have; it
says that Western Australia is a wealthy State,
but it ignores the raising of additional revenue
from the people who really are wealthy, and it
instead decides to take money from the
pensioners.

The Minister may well say that an extra $2 a
year is not a great deal of money. Of course, to
members in this Chamber $2 a year is a small
amount of money. However, pensioners work on a
very tight budget, and an increase of $2 a year
can make a difference. As the member for Collie
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said, it is not as though pensioners make great use
of the roads; already they are paying a huge
impost to the Commonwealth Government by way
of the petrol levy; a levy which does not take into
account the level of pensioner incomes.

Many business and professional people can
claim the money they spend on petrol as a
deduction from their taxable income. Indeed, in
many cases, such people can claim their licence
fees as well. Some businessmen may have the
whole of their licence fees paid by their
employers, depending on the type of business they
are in. If a licence fee is claimed as a tax
deduction, let us say at a marginal rate of 45c in
the dollar, it would mean that such a person is in
effect paying a $5 licence fee. The Minister is
introducing legislation to ensure that pensioners
will pay the same for a licence fee as a
businessman who is able to claim his licence fee
as a tax deduction.

It is quite wrong for the Minister, in the first
revenue-raising measure to be introduced in this
part of the session, to choose to hit the pensioners
of this State.

Just the other day I visited a block of State
Housing Commission pensioner flats in my
electorate. The tenants of these flats recently had
received State Energy Commission accounts, and
they were very concerned about the increases.
There was a problem in that many of the accounts
had not been rebated in any way, but even after
that problem was sorted out, the pensioners were
having difficulty raising the money.

From the point of view of a person receiving the
salary of a member of Parliament, the electricity
accounts are not very high. However, from the
perspective of a person who receives income of
$50 or $60 a week, any increase makes a
tremendous difference.

That was the experience I had with a large
number of people in this particular block of flats
when I visited them last week. This week they are
going to find themselves having to pay vastly
increased licence fees with the 67 per cent
increase now proposed.

As I say, $2 may not sound very much, but
pensioners are required to pay the same increase
as other people. In some cases, in fact, the
pensioners pay considerably more than the
average business or professional person is paying,
net, for his licence and there appears to be no
justification for this situation other than-as the
Minister says-to raise additional revenue. The
Opposition understands the need for the
Government to raise revenue; however, it is a
question of where it looks to raise that revenue.

The Government has not touched the people who
have the money. In the Government's First piece
of revenue-raising legislation since Parliament
resumed, it has gone after the pensioners. That is
reprehensible.

The amendment moved by the member for
Collie, and supported by the Opposition, will have
the effect of leaving the pensioners' fee at $3. I
would be surprised if the small amount of money
involved would dent the Government's overall
budgetary situation.

Mr SHALDEIIS: I oppose the amendment.
Generally speaking, this Government has a fine
record in the work it has done to provide
concessions to pensioners.

Mr Evans: Name one that has been a true
concession.

Mr SHALDERS: Without making my
arguments woody, I am prepared to concede there
have been instances where I have not agreed with
actions the Government has taken and I am on
record as criticising some of those actions. It
might be that in the near future I will again go on
record as being critical of the Government in that
respect.

However, in regard to this matter I believe the
member for Collie condemned his amendment out
of his own mouth. He said that in 1975, the
married pensioner rate was $120 a fortnight and
that today it is $222. That represents an increase
of 85 per cent. In 1975, the single pensioner rate
was $72 a fortnight, whilst today it is $133 a
fortnight, a rise of 84 per cent. However, the
increase provided for in this legislation is only 40
per cent.

Mr Parker: It is 67 per cent; your maths are
wrong.

Mr T. H. Jones: Do your homework; it is 67 per
cent. The Minister mentioned it in his second
reading speech. You have not read the Bill.

Mr SHALDERS: Members opposite can do
what they like with the figures.

Mr Wilson: You are doing what you like.
Mr SHALDERS: Given that the figure of 67

per cent is correct, the proposed increase is still
less than the increase in the pension rates for the
same period, so members opposite further
condemn their argument out of their own mouths.

I wish to tell the member for Collie and the
member for Fremantle something else: Pensioners
are people with a great deal of pride. They do not
expect the community to carry them; generally
the vast majority are prepared to pay a share
towards the costs involved in the administration
and running of Government. I believe those two
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members have insulted pensioners by their
remarks this afternoon.

Mr T. H. Jones: Come off it-they are poor,
and you know it.

Mr SH-A [DERS: I do not believe there would
be any more than a small minority of
pensioners-if indeed there are any-who would
be placed in any hardship by the proposed
increase of $2 per annum. Most pensioners would
be happy to pay the additional $2 and be able to
hold up their heads proudly in our community.

I reject the amendment.
Mr BATEMAN: I had not intended speaking

in this debate, but I am compelled to rise
following the remarks of the member for Murray.
The Government is kicking the pensioners' can
pretty hard today with this piece of legislation.
These people have a right to be protected.
Pensioners have paid the ir taxes and rates for a
long time-longer than the member for Murray
and i-and they are entitled to a fair crack of the
whip.

Mr Shalders: They get a fair old crack from
this Whip!

Mr BATEMAN: I was surprised to hear the
remarks of the member for Murray, considering
that Mandurah has a predominance of pensioners
and retired people. In fact, I almost thought of
retiring there myself, but, on realising who my
local member would be, I had second thoughts.

Mr Laurance: A lot of your former colleagues
have retired there.

Mr BATEMAN: That is true. In addition to
pensioners, what about other people on fixed
incomes, like people on superannuation? They do
not receive any increases in their incomes.
Whenever a member of Parliament receives a pay
increase, it is astronomical in comparison with the
small amount granted to these poor people.

The other day, a pensioner constituent living in
the old suburb of Maniana telephoned me and
said, "I cannot afford to exist any longer on the
amount of money I receive from the Department
of Social Security. My State Housing
Commission rent has increased by $3 a week.
Electricity charges have just increased by another
17 per cent. All my rates and taxes have risen and
now my gas has been increased. I will not be able
to pay my gas bill, and I intend to allow the SEC
to turn off the gas. We will have to wrap ourselves
in blankets to watch television, and if electricity
charges are increased again, we will not even be
-able to watch television."

Members of Parliament receive very good
incomes and sometimes we fail to appreciate the

problems experienced by the poor people in our
community. So, I do not agree with the member
for Murray that the pensioners have had a pretty
good go.

Mr Shalders: I did not say that.
Mr BATEMAN: The honourable member did

say that. I wholeheartedly support the
amendment moved by the member for Collie.

Mr HASSELL: I cannot accept the
amendment. I wish to make one thing clear: The
legislation introduced by the Government actually
represents an increase in the pensioner concession.
As it now stands, the Act provides that the
pensioner is entitled to a deduction of S4 from the
normal fee. We. are proposing to change that
situation to provide that the pensioner will pay 50
per cent of the normal fee. In the absence of the
amendment, the pensioner would be required to
pay $6, representing the normal fee of $10, less
the $4 currently provided for. Therefore, the Bill
increases the concession-

Mr Parker: It decreases the concession.
Mr HASSELL: It does not decrease the

concession; it increases it.
Mr Parker: Relatively, in real terms, it

decreases it.
Mr Wilson: It is an accountant's argument.
Mr T. H. Jones: How do you decrease

something you add to?
Mr HASSELL: The fee of $3 will rise to $5, an

increase of $2 after seven years without a change.
Mr T. H. Jones: What about all the other

cha nges?
Mr HASSELL: It is hard to believe that the

Opposition could really be serious about making
the very wide comments it has made in an all-
embracing attack on the issue of pensions,
because after seven years there is an increase of
$2 from $3 to $5 in the pensioners' fee for a
driver's licence.

1 point out also that at a fee of $5 the
administrative cost of issuing a licence will not be
covered.

Mr Davies: Shame on your organisation, then.
Mr HASSELL: At a time when we have

budgetary restraints it is not feasible deliberately
to maintain a fee below the cost of administration.
It is for those reasons that we cannot accept the
amendment.

Mr DAVIES: The Minister might ha~'e told us
how much we were likely to lose by granting this
concession or, more precisely, how much we
would gain by applying the increase. He has not
said that.
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In his second reading speech the Minister said
we were going to gain $1 800 000 for the rest of
this year, and $2 507 000 in a full year. I do not
believe that we are going about this in the right
way. If what he says is correct, and it costs more
than $5 to cover the issue of a licence and the
paper work involved, we might as well give free
licences to pensioners.

It is costing the State something to issue a
licence. Under those circumstances, let us say that
all pensioners who are on a full means test with
fringe benefits are entitled to drive a motorcar
without producing a licence. What is wrong with
that? We are saving the State some money.

Mr Hassell: You are removing the requirement
that people be licensed. Do not be ridiculous.

Mr DAVIES: In these cost-conscious times, it
would seem that the Government would jump at
any opportunity to save a little money. All we
would have to do is to amend the Act accordingly.

To drive a car at the present time, one has to
have a licence and pay a fee for it. However, if
one has been a licence holder for a period, and
one turns 65 and is on the fringe benefits with the
medical entitlement card, which card is now to be
used as a pass to obtain concessions on public
transport, no longer should one have to pay for a
driver's licence. Consider the money we would
save the Government! What is the Minister's
answer to that?

Will we amend the Act to save us some money,
or will we amend the Act to ensure that the
Government is caused additional expense? The
amendment is a splendid suggestion; and the
Committee should thank the Minister for telling
it that, under the circumstances, the Government
is being generous and by allowing these
increases, it will cost the Government some
money.

It is wondrous that a man as smart as the
Minister has not thought of this. If the Minister
had not thought of it, a great financial guru such
as the Premier of this State should have been able
to notice it and save the Government some money.
It is a very sound suggestion.

I do not accept the argument of the member for
Murray that on a straightout percentage basis the
pensioners are still better off with the increases. If
the pensioner was having an increase in his licence
fee only, he might be better off, marginally.
However, he is receiving increases in everything.
Let us not forget that a pensioner has to pay the
full price for petrol. Pensioners pay as much for
electricity, the cost of which has increased by 34
per cent in two years. Pensioners pay the same for
gas, which has increased by 40 per cent in two

years. All of these increases are in excess of the
inflation rate and the pension increases.

It is obvious that every day that goes by means
pensioners are finding it increasingly difficult to
live. We know that many people in the
community are finding it increasingly difficult to
live; but perhaps they have more to start with
than the pensioners. I know that the Government
believes they do not deserve that kind of
consideration.

To say that this Government has been
overgenerous with pensioners is drawing a very
long bow indeed. When they first became the
Government, the present administration set up a
committee to learn the needs of pensioners. That
committee took nearly three years to arrive at its
recommendations. The recommendations were
made belatedly; and it was only recently that
concessions were granted in regard to water rates
and local government rates. However, the rest of
the recommendations in that report have been
virtually ignored.

The free travel which was available to
pensioners under the Tonkin Government has
been taken away from them. They have had to
have an increase when the fares have been
increased; but the increase for pensioners pro rata
has not been the same as that for the rest of the
community. A lady complained to me this
morning that because she is arthritic she has to
use the buses to travel from one end of Victoria
Park to the other. It is a pretty big suburb. She
was able to do that for 20c before; but it is now
costing her 30c. She says she is left with no
alternative but to pay the additional amount. She
thought the Government was fairly miserable.

I am not saying that all pensioners are living in
conditions of penury. Some of them are lucky
enough to own their own homes and have some
assets behind them. Those people are managing
comfortably. However, they are now finding that
their assets are being eroded, and they are finding
it more difficult to live.

Indeed, we are offering a pittance here.
However, it is a token offer that the Government
should make to show that it has real concern for
this section of the community.

If we really want to save the Government
money, we should make provision for those people
who have been licensed drivers for a period and
who have now reached the age of retirement to be
eligible for a free licence. We could amend the
Act accordingly.

Mr BLAIKIE: Like the member for Canning, I
also did not intend to make any remarks on this
amendment.
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Mr Davies; We have all been stirred up. I
didn't either.

Mr BLAIKIE: Like the member for Canning,
apart Cram any other similarities, I was driven
into making some comments by this particular
amendment.

We have to decide whether the Government
ought to increase motor drivers' licence fees from
$3 to $5 for pensioners. The Opposition is
claiming that the pensioners should not be
subjected to an increase; and it has moved an
amendment so that the fee should remain at $3.
hope we can consider this matter in its perspective
right from the start.

Mr T. H. Jones interjected.
Mr BLAIKIE: I thank the member for Collie

for his usual help and his assistance with this
amendment.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am always available.
Mr BLAIKIE: Even more so because his

argument is that pensioners should not be subject
to the payment Of the $2 increase in fees. From
the outset I oppose the amendment put forward
by the Opposition for the reasons I am about to
give, notwithstanding the fact that apart from the
member for Collie I represent probably more
pensioners than most other members of this
Chamber. I believe most of the people I represent
would not object to paying the $2 fee, bearing in
mind the other conditions and concessions that
are available to pensioners which the
Government-and certainly i-see as a matter of
need and as a matter of due regard to people who
are pensioners.

It ill behaves members of the Opposition to
condemn the Government for passing this $2
increase in fees. Let us look at concessions already
available to pensioners. In one instance free
transport is available for pensioners wishing to
travel to and from the metropolitan area. No
doubt pensioners in the electorate of the member
for Geraldton would be very supportive of this
scheme.

Mr Carr: That was introduced by the Tonkin
Government if I remember correctly.

Mr BLAIKIE: Irrespective of who introduced
it, it is a notable move and of great advantage to
country pensioners.

Mr Carr: Yes, of course.
Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Geraldton

agrees and no doubt the member for Avon is
pleased with those advantages. The Government
should be encouraged to retain the benefits which
currently exist.

Mr Skidmore: I want to help you by suggesting
that city pensioners can travel to the country,
can't they?

Mr BLAIKIE: That is right. Subsidised travel
is available for pensioners irrespective of in what
part of the State they reside, and this cost is met
by taxpayers, who are prepared to pick up the tab.

The Opposition is suggesting that a miserable
$2 increase is excessive. I condemn it for that
point of view. No mention has been made of the
fact that pensioners have the opportunity to defer
shire rates and water rates. The member for
Warren is looking concerned about this.

Mr Evans: Why don't you sit down?
Mr BLAIKIE: He wants to make some

comment condemning the Government for that.
Mr Evans: Why don't you just sit down?
Mr- BLAIKIE:. The member for Warren does

not agree with me. Alternatively if a pensioner
does not wish to defer rates he has the
opportunity of paying them at what I believe is a
fairly generous discount.

Mr Skidmore: What is that?
Mr BLAIKIE: It is a 50 per cent discount

which is of assistance to pensioners, and I hope
that will continue. I do not mind supporting a Bill
which is going to increase motor drivers' licence
fees by $2.

Let me say-and no doubt the member for
Dianella will be a champion of this cause because
I consider he is a charitable person-that the
autumn centres or senior citizens' centres around
the State would be appreciative of the level of
assistance the Government makes available to
them.

Mr Wilson interjected.
Mr BLAIKIE: The member for Dianella has

the opportunity to make his remarks to the
Chamber.

Mr T. H4. Jones: You obviously did not hear
him.

Mr Evans: You are groping and floundering.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the member to

direct his comments to the Chair.
Mr BLAIICIE: It is interesting that the member

for Dianella does not wish to make any comment
in relation to senior citizens' centres. I am
surprised and certainly disappointed about his
attitude. I thought he would have been a little
more charitable and understanding.

As from I September the Government of
Western Australia will pick up the total cost of
treatment to pensioners in Western Australian
hospitals.
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Mr Evans: What has this got to do with the
Traffic Act, Mr Chairman?

Mr BLAIKIE: At present the Government is
responsible for 50 per cent of this cost, but as
from I September it will be responsible for the
Cull cast. Yet the Opposition has moved an
amendment condemning the Government for its
action in increasing the licence fee, and
suggesting it ought to remain at $3. I hope
benefits to pensioners and elderly citizens can
continue, and I believe the campaign by the
Opposition is not worthy of success. I support the
Government's proposition and I look forward to a
more tangible means of assistance for pensioners.
With those remarks 1 oppose the amendment.

Mr SKIDMORE: I was not going to enter into
this debate but I have been prompted to do so by
the member for Vasse who talked about the
wonderful deal pensioners are receiving because
of the many subsidies or reductions in fees which
are currently available to them. This 'includes
reduced shire and water rates or the alternative of
having them deferred until their demise, when
they become a charge against their estate. On the
basis that increased fees are justified, if a fee
previously set by the Government was considered
to be fair and equitable it was because the
changes at that time were relevant. I cannot see
how any increase should be more than is needed
to meet any increases in the administration costs
of Government departments.

We should not pick on the poorest section of
our community to alleviate the economic ills of
the Government as they arc the people who can
least afford to be asked to pay a 67 per cent
increase. Indeed if the Government wants to share
the burden of the economic nonsense it has caused
and if it wants to show people it is responsible, it
should take from those who can most afford to
pay and not pick on the pensioners. It is all very
well to say it is only $2, but that could be
sufficient to deprive a pensioner of a meal. That is
not a fanciful flight of my imagination; it is an
established fact. It is a shame that the
Government has to pick on pensioners to raise
funds.

Again, those charges were there previously and
were equated with a fee of $7. If there is to be a
$2 increase to $9, it is a 67 per cent increase. I
doubt very much that anyone could show that
pensioners have received a 67 per cent increase in
their pensions or social service payments over
seven years, let alone one year. I cannot
understand how the Government can be so
heartless with the poorest section of the
community and be so willing to rip them off 'to
help it overcome its economic problems. Good

heavens, perhaps the Government will be wanting
to take away the pensioners' concessions or their
right to defer their rates. Where will it all end? I
support the amendment moved by the member for
Collie.

Mr H-ASSELL: I think I should respond briefly
to the proposal put forward by the Leader of the
Opposition. Having been told that the increased
pensioner concession of $5 will barely cover the
cost of licensing pensioners, the solution offered
by the Leader of the Opposition was that we
charge no fee and thereby save money. That was
overtly the most illogical thing I have ever heard.
He was saying we would substantially increase
the loss by some five times and, alternatively, he
was saying that pensioners should not be licensed
at all because if they are licensed we necessarily
have the administration cost of organising,
renewing, and recording the licence.

If he proposes that we increase the loss and
charge pensioners nothing, I must point out that,
unfortunately, we could not afford it. Anyway,
the fee is a nominal one. If he proposes we should
not license pensioners at all, this is manifestly
unacceptable, Pensioners need to be licensed to
drive a vehicle as do all of us. Some pensioners
over a certain age must undergo a test. Some get
suspended from driving because of driving
offences, and they need to be distinguished from
others.

So the proposition put forward by the Leader of
the Opposition is manifestly absurd. The
Government opposes the amendment. The
proposal we are putting forward represents an
increase in the concession.

Amendment put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bertram
Mr Bridge
Mr B ryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies
Mr Evans
Mr Grill
Mr Harman

Ayes 21
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Mclver
Mr Parker
Mr Skidmore
Mr 1. F. Taylor
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

(Teller)
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Noes 26
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr Rushton
Mr Sibson
Mr Sprigg
MrTrethown
Mr Tubby
Mr Watt
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Shalders

Pairs
Noes

Sir Charles Court
Mr Sodeman

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment,

report adopted.
and the

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Hassell

(Minister for Police and Traffic), and transmitted
to the Council.

WHEAT MARKETING
(DELIVERY QUOTAS) AMENDMENT

AND REPEAL BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 6 August.
MR EVANS (Warren-Deputy Leader of the

Opposition) [3.48 p.m.I: The purpose of this Bill
is to repeal the Wheat Delivery Quotas Act., This
has become redundant because there is no longer
a surplus of wheat and quotas are no longer
imposed on the growers of Western Australia.

Mr Cowan: They never were.
Mr EVANS: I would like the member to

explain that one.
Following the build-up of very favourable

conditions at the end of the 1960s there was a
surplus of wheat in Australia and this led to
problems of storage and sale as a result of which
the wheat delivery quotas legislation was
introduced. It brought with it a very considerable
problem, which was the lack of information on the
growing history of the individual farmers.

Mr Blaikie
Mr Cowan
M r Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Dr Dadour
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr H-assell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon

Ayes
Mr A. D. Taylor
Mr Pearce

Following that the entitlement by way of delivery
quota presented a major difficulty and it was the
subject of numerous conferences with the grower
organisations and the Department of Agriculture.

As the world outlook for grains appears to be
quite favourable and there will certainly not be
any requirement for a restriction on the
production of wheat in the foreseeable future, it
appears there is little necessity for legislation of
this kind to remain on the Statute book.

However, I am concerned that, should an
emergency arise in the future, we should have
access to the detailed information of grower
history so that it can be used to avoid the
problems which arose at the end of the 1 960s.

At the present time the Government has taken
a stance similar to that of Pontius Pilate and it
has absolved itself of the responsibility to record
grower performance. Until recently, this function
was carried out by the advisory office set up
under Mr Clayton, which office goes back to the
period when quotas were introduced.

The records are a sort of insurance. It has been
suggested now that, as the Government has
absolved itself from the responsibility of keeping
these records, CBH should perform this task. On
examination, it can be seen that is the logical
course, because CBH handles the grain harvest of
individual farmers and, therefore, would have the
records anyway.

The Primary Industry Association feels
strongly that the records should be maintained
and it is prepared to accept the cost involved so
that CBH will not have to shoulder that
responsibility entirely. The PIA feels that, as it is
in the interests of growers that such records
should be maintained, they should be funded by
growers.

The point has been reached where PIA and
CBH are happy to accept the principle that the
records should be maintained, but the way in
which funding should take place has not yet been
decided. It could be said that, as the maintenance
of records is in the interests of all growers and the
industry, the Goverment should be involved also.
However, as PIA and CBH have raised no
objection to the position, the Government can
continue to adopt its Pontius Pilate attitude and
the retention of records will be funded by the
growers who will ultimately benefit from this
practice.

The Opposition does not object to the
legislation. It is hoped similar legislation will not
be required again in the future. However, to err
on the side of caution, we should maintain grower
history and farm records. It is to be hoped CBH
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and PIA, to their mutual satisfaction, resolve
their difficulties in relation to funding.

MR GREWAR (Roe) [3.55 p.m.]: I am
delighted, and I am sure my delight is shared by
nearly all my constituents, to see the repeal of this
Act. It was a hideous piece of legislation and this
Bill will remove a yoke from the necks of efficient
established and new land farmers who have had to
operate in line with the Act since 1969.

It was interesting to read the debate which took
place in the House when the Wheat Delivery
Quotas Act was passed. All members who spoke
to the Bill felt it was necessary to have a quota
system, although many pointed out the plight in
which new land farmers could find themselves,
The former member for Roe expressed the
concern of new land farmers in his electorate.

At that time also the member for Collie
mentioned the concern of farmers in his area,
some of whom drew a quota of only 40 to 50
bushels. It is possible it was necessary to
introduce a quota system at that time, because
wheat production was at record levels, the world
market was in a state of glut, and it appeared the
trend would continue.

The Wheat- Delivery Quotas Act favoured the
older established farmer-the farmer who had
been in the industry for a long time. His quota
was allocated on a Percentage of the best five
crops in the previous seven years. However, the
legislation discriminated against the new land
farmer who, in many cases, had very little history
of wheat growing and who was cropping new land
with poor soils which did not have a good
production potential.

The Act allowed for an extra allocation to be
given to new land farmers, hut this was a very
small handout, because it enabled new land
farmers to grow only another 100 or 200 acres of
wheat and this certainly would not have been a
very economic proposition.

The Act allowed also for a build-up in the
quota allocation of- 20 per cent of the over-quota
wheat which was grown. This would mean it
would take 10 years for a new land farmer to
accumulate any sort of quota at all. During this
time new land farmers would be involved in
considerable expenditure growing large areas of
crops and, should the quota be imposed, they
could be left with over-quota wheat on hand.

Farmers in my area of Esperance were mainly
of the new land type and they protested strongly
about the legislation. It caused many of them to
become involved in a scramble to build up quotas
and this led them to take short cuts in an
endeavour to establish a wheat-growing history.

Fortunately the quotas were never imposed,
although they hung over us like an ominous cloud.

For the past five years the drought in the
wheat-belt areas has decimated any history people
had previously and I do not believe the records
which are available now would be of any
significance It has also allowed farmers in new
land areas in the south-west coastal areas to build
up some sort of history, so the trend of production
has been away from the traditional, established
wheat-growing areas to the newer areas.

In the train of this Act we have seen a
reduction in land releases which I regard as a sad
day for the people in my electorate. Prior to the
proclamation of the Act, we were releasing up to
one million acres of farm land a year, the
majority of which was in my electorate. These
land releases were stopped and were not resumed
until just recently. As a result, my district has
suffered and development which could have taken
place has not done so, because of the quotas.

I believe in a free enterprise system with
farmers being able to grow what they choose. If a
farmer is not producing efficiently, naturally he
will not continue to grow the particular crop.

Mr Evans: Doesn't free enterprise imply free
marketing?

Mr GREWAR: I believe in free marketing.
Mr Evans: You should get away from the floor

price for wool. You would have your farmers back
to boiled wheat and rabbits the way you carry on!

Mr GREWAR: A study was carried out by the
Bureau of Economics and the member should
know about this. It showed that price setting by
the Australian Wool Corporation has not
influenced wool pricing. The model which was
created showed that a farmer might have received
a lesser price during a period of glut, but he
would have picked it up anyway had the
corporation not been there.

Mr Evans: And the Lamb Board.
Mr GREWAR: I am not in favour of the Lamb

Board either. We get better prices at Midland
without going through the Lamb Board.

Several members interjected.

Mr GREWAR: I believe over-production would
have brought a lower price and marginal
producers could have left the industry or turned to
a more efficient form of production.

In the 10 years the wheat delivery quota has
been imposed, it has cost the Administration a
considerable sum. Last year it cost $55000,
therefore, presumably over the last 10 years, in
real terms, the total cost to this Government
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would have been in the region or S500 000. That
sum of money could have been much better spent
in other areas.

The problem today is not one of over-
production or wheat; in fact, there is a shortage of
wheat. This trend is likely to continue in the short
term. The world population is increasing by 50
per cent during each 20-year period and I do not
believe we will see over-production of wheat
during the next 10 years except for short periods.

I will be very pleased to see the repeal of the
Act. I do not believe any need exists for records to
be kept other than those of deliveries maintained
by CBH. I cannot see any reason for a separate
set or records to be kept.

I support the Bill.
MR TUBBY (Greenough) 14.01 p.m.]: I see the

repeal of the Act as an important move and one
that will be welcomed by farmers generally. Past
experience has shown that quotas did not need to
be implemented. In 1969 the State was given by
the Commonwealth an allocation of 86 million
bushels to be produced. That year was a year of
very low rainfall throughout the wheat areas of
Western Australia, and Western Australia battled
to Fill its quota. Following 1969 we went through
years that were a little better when some over-
quota wheat was produced; and I doubt that there
were any cases of farmers being refused the
opportunity to deliver over-quota wheat, This
situation was most fortunate indeed because of
the considerable concern amongst the farming
community, particularly young farmers, when
wheat quotas were brought in.

Referring to the debate when the legislation
was introduced in 1969, 1 noticed the present
Minister for Education (Mr Grayden) referred to
some examples of which he was aware. He stated
in the eastern Morawa area one farmer was
allocated 30 bushels of wheat to the acre, and
anyone knowing that area would be aware that
that could not be correct. Upon further
investigation it was ascertained that although the
farmer had a small property, he was adjacent to a
considerable amount of Crown land. He had
cleared quite a portion of that Crown land, and
was able to build up a history of high wheat
production which he applied to his small property.

At that time I was one of those farmers in a
stage of transition. I had sons who had just left
school and were very keen to get home to
participate in the wheat-farming activities. I
expanded considerably my wheat-growing
machinery and had quite a heavy commitment. I
did not permit quotas to influence my mind in
regard to the amount of area put under wheat. I

maintained that in the area we farmed, which had
a wide variation in seasonal conditions, it was
impossible to comply with quotas.

As members would know, over the last few
years we have had some years with no grain and
some years with yields of 20 or 30 bushels to the
acre. In that situation one can understand how
difficult it would have been to come within the
quotas. However, it was not necessary on any
occasion to restrict my acreage. Nature always
appears to take care of itself.

With the quotas there was an arrangement that
if a farmer produced over his quota and produced
premium wheat, the amount he overproduced
would be added to his quota for the next year. I
produced high-quality wheat and Finished with a
quota I was not in the race to fill. Therefore one
can understand that huge anomalies occurred
with the quota System.

We all know how difficult it was to establish
histories of production for growers so that
reasonable base quotas could be set. We realised
that a need existed for some restriction because of
the low demand for wheat, and low prices
received for it when exported.

Considerable concern has been expressed at the
fact that quotas have continued to be allocated to
growers, particularly, over the past Five years,
when growers have seen their base quotas
depleted by 20 per cent each year if they have not
produced a wheat crop. I know the Minister for
Agriculture-this was greatly
appreciated-stepped in during the first year of
the recent drought to say that the quotas would be
decreased only by 20 per cent for that First year.
That was most acceptable to the farmers, but they
had a problem. When they tried to obtain Finance
in those difficult years bank managers always
would ask for the base quota to establish a
farmer's ability to repay. In many cases this
proved to be restrictive and caused a great deal of
concern,

Like the member for Roe, I believe the record
of CBH deliveries is an ideal source of
information to provide a history if quotas are
established in the future. No need exists for any
further expense to be involved in the recording of
such a history; the avenues of CBH should be
sufficient to establish any Future base for quotas.

Without further ado, 1 indicate my
wholehearted support of this Bill.

MR COWAN (Merredin) (4.09 p.m.): The
National Party does not oppose this Bill. In fact,
the Wheat Delivery Quotas Act was the Act that
never was. It was placed on the Statute book, but
was never required to be implemented. Certainly
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quotas were allocated to various growers, and
some farmers disputed the quotas they were
allocated, but not once were deliveries restricted.
That occurred primarily because in the first year
quotas were to be applied-1969, as most here
would be aware-we suffered one of the worst
grain production years on record for Western
Australia.

One matter is of some concern. Most members
in this House, particularly those with a rural
background, believe there should be some system
of recording wheat production. They feel that in
the future there may need to be an
implementation for the quota system. I doubt that
we will ever have the need for quotas to be
introduced into the grain industry in Western
Australia. The Australian Wheat Board has been
able to maintain its traditional markets and as
well as that, with the growing affluence in the
Arab world, there is an increasing market in the
Persian Gulf for Australian grain and I am quite
certain that we will be able to find a market for
whatever Australia can produce. Not only will we
find a demand, but also of course we will find
people who have the capacity to pay.

As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition stated,
there has been some concern expressed by the
Primary Industry Authority about the need for
the history of production to be recorded and about
the method by which that recording will take
place. CBH out of necessity is required to keep
grower delivery records but it is not required to
keep a production history of each particular
farming property or each particular location
comprising that property. If quotas are to be
introduced sometime in the future and there is a
sale of a parcel of land, then there may be some
disputation over the quota which should be
allocated to that particular property. As 1 stated,
I very much question that quotas will ever be
required to be introduced into Western Australia
and I do not see any great need for records to be
kept. However, if the industry wishes to keep
records and if Co-operative Bulk Handling is
agreeable to keeping those records, then there
should be no problem in that regard.

However, I do caution the Minister and the
Department of Agriculture. I am quite sure both
he and his departmental heads will be aware that
CBH would be reluctant to become more than a
handling authority. There has been in the recent
past a growing tendency for CBH to be required
to carry out recording and functions other than
the functions of handling and I think there may
come a time when if demands of that nature
become too great on CBH the directors of that
company may object strenuously to it.

I would like to conclude on one note: the
member for Roe spoke in favour of a free market
system. I do not think any of the pioneer wheat
growers in Western Australia would look with
favour upon that recommendation. Anybody who
can remember the days of Dreyfus and other
wheat buyers and the dealings that they had with
those people would be aghast at the suggestion
that the Australian Wheat Board should be
abolished. We in the National Party support the
Bill.

MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) [4.13 p.m.]: I thank members for
their general support of the Bill. I do not believe
there is very much left to say. The circumstances
that prompted this action were not all to do with
budgetary requirements. It has been talked about
for a couple of years because, as the member for
Greenough pointed out, one of the problems that
has been apparent with the recording and
allocation of wheat quotas on an annual basis has
been the fact that lending houses seem to have
taken the basis of the wheat quota allocated to a
farm as another criterion in the acceptability or
otherwise of the credit risk of a primary producer
applying for some credit accommodation. This is
seen as being highly undesirable because the
wheat quotas as allocated were purely
hypothetical and have no real force or meaning.

I take note of the member for NMerredin's
mention of the reluctance of CBH to enter into
recording, and whilst maybe philosophically CBH
may have this approach, it is undertaking
production recording of grain grown purely for its
own convenience so that it can plan its receival
points and make its assessments in a much more
accurate manner. If in fact the Primary Industry
Association had required some type of recording
to continue it is up to PIA to make the necessary
arrangements with Co-operative Bulk Handling. I
know that it is at present endeavouring to do that.

Once again I thank members for their general
support of the Bill and commend the Bill to the
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committe, ec.c
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third

reading.
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Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture), and tiansmitted to the
Council.

CATTLE INDUSTRY COMPENSATION
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 6 August.
MR EVANS (Warren-Deputy Leader of the

Opposition) [4.19 p.m.]: The intent of this Bill is
to enable the Minister under certain conditions to
expand the provisions of compensation in the
cattle industry. At the present time there are
three diseases only which are compensable, and
only under certain conditions, so it is quite a
desirable move to be able to expand compensation
payments for growers in the industry.

The first thing that should be recorded is that
half the funds do come from the living made by
growers and to that extent it is their funds with
which they are dealing. The other half are funds
that are made available by the Government,

As this measure is for the benefit of the
industry, and the producers and the Government
are prepared to accept what could be an
additional expense-although hopefully it will not
be-we do not oppose it. However, some of the
comments made by the Minister during his
second reading speech need amplification and I
would be most interested-and so would other
members of the House-to discover the number
of cattle in the south-west of the State which died
from cattle-tick fever, presumably following the
infestation that occurred when animals came in
from the Kimberley the year before last.
Furthermore, we would like to know whether any
tick quarantine restrictions are still in force on
any properties in the south-west. A little
elaboration on those points would be desirable. As
1 said, at the present time compensation is
payable in respect of the three compensable
diseases if an animal is destroyed after being
declared unfit for human consumption. The irony
of the situation is chat if the animal dies because
of the disease, no compensation is payable.

I would like to ask the Minister whether there
is any intention to pay retrospective compensation
in regard to the last outbreak of tick fever.

Mr Old: There is a retrospective clause in the
Bill so that such compensation could be paid.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: We are quite happy to go
along with that provision.

This legislation can be described as being
beneficial to the industry. My contact at the
Department of Agriculture says that it is

straightforward legislation and that the industry
is happy about it. The Primary Industry
Association has been in consultation with the
Department of Agriculture and that association
and the Pastoralists and Craziers Association
both give the measure their full support. On that
basis it would be very difficult for the Opposition
to raise objections to it.

MR GREWAR (Roe) [4.22 p.m.]: This Bill
proposes to extend the compensation payable
under the Cattle Industry Compensation Act for
spcific diseases that could occur on properties in
Wecstern Australia. A recent outbreak of tick
fever-type diseases in the south-west recently
made the legislation necessary. Some bovine
diseases can have a disastrous effect and they can
mean either the death of farm animals or their
compulsory slaughter. If no compensation were
payable, the farmers would be the ones to suffer.

The present fund allows compensation to be
paid for three bovine diseases-tuberculosis,
brucellosis, and actinomycosis. The fund is
contributed to equally by the growers and the
Government. These diseases can strike rapidly:,
the farmer may be completely unaware that his
cattle have them. If his cows have contracted
brucellosis, a farmer may notice abortions in his
herd. On the other hand, he may not notice this
until calving time, but by then his income is
considerable reduced. This disease could be
introduced rapidly, pehaps by a neighbour's bull
which has taken a particular liking to the heifers
on the other side of the fence. Straying stock can
spread the disease, or stock purchased in the
salcyards could be carrying the disease, but it
may go undetected for a year or so.

It is compulsory for farmers to have their stock
blood tested for tuberculosis and brucellosis and
so determine the incidence of these diseases in
their herds. It is then up to the farmer to decide
how to eradicate them. Sometimes a farmer Might
isolate and vaccinate his stock, or he may prefer
to sell his animals for slaughter. If the animals
are condemned, he is then paid compensation.

This fund has played a particularly important
part in the eradication of bovine diseases from the
herds of Western Australia-we are now almost
free of them. In the world marketplace Australia
is regarded as virtually free of most of the major
world bovine diseases and hence our meat sells
readily on the world market and our shipped live
cattle are purchased with confidence.

The legislation will enable the Minister to
proclaim diseases for which compensation may be
payable when staughered animals are condemned.
I support the Bill.
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MR OLD (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) (4.26 p.m.]: I would like to thank
members for their support of this Bill. It is a very
important measure, and especially so for the
person who was disadvantaged through this tick
fever outbreak which occurred in the North
Dandalup area.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked
how many cattle died as a result of that outbreak.
The answer is that 28 animals either died or were
slaughtered, and all these animals belonged to the
same person-although this gentleman's name
escapes me for the moment. We were hopeful that
the person concerned would be able to take civil
action to recover the money he lost, but
unfortunately that was not possible.

Mr Evans: Redwater, was it?
Mr OLD: Yes. As a result of consultation with

the Primary Industry Association and the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association, it was felt
that compensation should be available in such
cases. No matter how strict the dipping
regulations are, there is always the fear that tick
may be able to get through. The regulations have
been tightened to such an extent that I do not
believe this situation will recur. An extra dipping
must take place, and there will be closer
surveillance on cattle coming south. As the
member is well aware, the number of cattle
coming south this year is down on the number in
previous years due to the state of the cattle
market.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition asked
whether there is any tick quarantine in the South-
West Land Division at the present time. Although
I cannot reply with absolute certainty, to the best
of my knowledge there is no such quarantine in
the south-west at the moment. Certainly the
property involved in the North Dandalup incident
has been declared disease-free, and on that basis
the gentleman concerned can restock his property.

Once again I thank members for their support.
The legislation is necessary for the welfare of the
industry and I commend it to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without debate,

reported without amendment., and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third
reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Old
(Minister for Agriculture), and transmitted to the
Council.

BILLS (2). RETURNED
1. Dried Fruits Amendment Bill.
2. Seeds Bill.

Bills returned from the Council without
amendment.

TRANSPORT: MIT

Pensioners: Grievance

MR SHALDERS (Murray) [4.32 p.m.]: My
grievance today relates to the increase in the cost
of MTT transport for resident pensioners of
Mandurah.

Mr Davies: Go on!
Mr SHALDERS: I want to make it quite

clear-
Mr Evans: This Government has done the best

for them. You said so.
Mr SHALDERS: -that my remarks are

confined to resident pensioners in Mandurah.
Mr B. T. Burke: But you are just charging

them more for their licence fees.
Mr SHALDERS: I supported the Minister for

Police and Traffic in opposing the -amendment
moved by th e mem ber for CollIi e; a nd i n do ing so I
said, unlike members of the Opposition who have
to toe the party line and who are not free to
criticise their party, that there were times when in
the past I had been critical of what the
Government had done, and 1 said I would be
critical in the future. In fact, I foreshadowed my
remarks at an earlier time in this sitting; and I am
making those remarks now.

The situation, until the recent increase in fares,
was that the all-day fare which apptied was an
amount of 35e. That fare applied also to the
residents or Mandurah. so for 35c they were able
to travel from Mandiarab to Fremantle or from
Mandurah to Perth.

Mr Evans: You are upset about those who
travel on buses, and yet you tell those who drive
themselves that they will have to have an increase.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Warren will
see that there is a significant difference between
an annual licence fee increase of $2 and the
increases about which I will speak.

Mr Evans: A matter of principle, but you
would not know much about that.
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Mr SH-ALDERS: 1 intend to ignore the
interjections from the Opposition, and carry on
with my remarks.

As 1 have said, the former all-day fare applied
to resident pensioners. For a cost of 35c they
could travel to either Fremantle or Perth. When
the increase in fares was announced, I discovered
that the all-day Care had been increased from 35c
to 45c; but on the new timetable there was no
mention that this concession would apply to
resident pensioners in Mandurah. I have to keep
saying that, because the all-day fare never applied
to pensioners who were not residents of
Ma ndura h.

Mr Mclver: Have you raised this in the party
room or written personally to the Minister?

Mr SI-A LDERS: Indeed I have.
Mr Mclver: Fair enough!
Mr SHALDERS: I was approached by the

president of one of the two branches of the
Pensioners' League in Mandurah. He asked me
whether 1 would find out whether the concession
still applied, and whether pensioners were able to
travel for the cost of the all-day fare. Possibly I
was in error in not ringing the Minister's office;
but knowing that he was a busy man, I contacted
an official in the MTT.

Mr Davies: You probably got a better result.
Mr SHALDERS: I want to make it quite clear

that I do not believe that the official misled me
deliberately. Far from it. I believe that the
information he gave me was given in good faith,
but he was in error.

The official assured me that the concession
would still apply;, so I informed the president of
the branch of the Pensioners' League accordingly.
He went to his branch meeting and informed the
300 or 400 members of that fact. I made sure that
the other pensioners in Mandurah were
acquainted with the same information.

Unfortunately, to my embarrassment, I found
that the situation was not that at all. It is not my
embarrassment that is of concern to me. I am
concerned about the situation that actually
applies, because I have now found that the cost
for a pensioner to travel from Mandurah to
Fremantle has increased, not from 35c to 45c, but
from 35c to 60c. That represents an increase of 71
per cent. It will cost a pensioner $1.05 to travel
from Mandurab to Perth and return. That is an
increase of 300 per cent on the cost of that fare.

I am most unhappy about this. Had the all-day
fare, which has risen from 35c to 45c , applied to
Maadurah residents, it would have been an
increase of 29 per cent; and I do not believe that

is unreasonable, bearing in mind the amount of
money involved. Admittedly it would have been
quite a lot; but in percentage terms the amount of
money involved is not much. The pensioners
would not have been unduly perturbed had the
fare risen by 10c to 45c.

However, the pensioners can complain
justifiably as the fare has risen from 35c to 60c
for a trip to Fremantle, and from 35c to $1.05 for
a trip to Perth. Of course, that fare applies to
return trips in both cases.

I ask the Minister whether he will examine this
matter carefully. I believe that the former
concession scill ought to apply. It this is not
possible, the Minister should give some thought to
a fare structure which does not represent such
increases as 71 per cent to Fremantle and 300 per
cent to Perth.

I make that request genuinely. It is unfortunate
that the information I was given was not accurate,
and that I misled the people of Mandurah. The
Minister should be able to make a decision on this
matter so I can return to those people and tell
them. They understand that people do make
mistakes. I have made mistakes before; and I have
never hesitated to admit them. No doubt I will
make more in the future. However I will be quite
happy to return to the people and inform them
what the Minister is able to do to redress the
present situation.

MR RUSHTON (Dale-Minister for
Transport) [4.37 p.m.J: I appreciate the member's
concern. I regret that he received information
which encouraged him to spread the good tidings,
then found that it was inaccurate. Anybody in the
same circumstances would appreciate his concern,
and the concern of the pensioners in Mandurah.

As the member said, there has been a change.
Of course, the change has been in the limits as
applied to zones. When one considers the
situation meticulously, one finds we are looking
carefully at the costs of running these services.
Obviously the PITT has made some changes to
redress an unsatisfactory deficit. In those
circumstances, as the member has said, the
pensioners resident in Mandurah are faced with a
fare of 30c to Fremantle. If those people want to
move around, attending doctors, hospitals, and
what-have-you, one understands that they want to
go to Perth from Fremantle, or from one side of
the city to the other. It will cost more, whereas
previously they had the 35c all-day ticket, and
they could make a multi-journey and it would
have cost them 35c only.

At the present time it would cost them 31.05,
because it would be 30c up, 30c back, and 45c for
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the all-day ticket around the metropolitan area. I
am having the situation examined and I would
expect a report to get back to rme in a reasonably
short time. I will do my best to accommodate the
request made by the member for Murray.
Yanchep residents are in the same position as are
Mandurab residents.

It is a very great concern to stem the tide of
deficits incurred in running the urban public
transport system. I am appreciative of the
member's comment that he understands we might
not be able to go all the way with him, but I will
see what we can do to redress the problem.

CONSUMER AFFAIRS: DUILDING
INDUSTRY

Country Areas: Grievance
MR MceIVER (Avon) [4.41 p.m.I: I welcome

the opportunity afforded by this grievance debate
to place before the Parliament a problem
confronting a constituent in my electorate. My
grievance is threefold and concerns the Bureau of
Consumer Affairs and the lack of action by this
Government to assist that body.

Unfortunately, my constituent entered into a
contract with a firm known as Philmore
Construction Company of 8 Urawa Road,
Duncraig, the general manager of which firm
being a Mr Murray McFadgen. This firm came to
the town of Northam under the pretence of
carrying out building extensions to various houses.
The contract entered into by my constituent
involved his paying a deposit of one-third of the
money involved.

This matter goes back in the middle of 1980
and up to now no work has been carried out, even
after many telephone calls to the firm and many
promises given by the general manager that the
work would be carried out. However, nothing has
been done. My constituent was always told that
the work would be done the following week or the
week after.

Just to show the hypocrisy of the firm, I shall
quote a telegram dated I December 1980-

Material located arranging transport of
goods back to Perth despatching Northam
this week.

Those materials have never arrived. Despite
further telephone calls, my constituent has been
unable to receive any satisfaction at all.

The next stage was reached when my
constituent came to me as the member for the
district and asked if I would assist him, if not to
have the additions implemented, then to get his
deposit back. I wrote to the Bureau of Consumer

Affairs on 4 June 1981. 1 thought it would be just
a matter of writing to the bureau, and with the
evidence I was able to place before it, find that it
would be only days before the situation was
investigated and the money returned to my
constituent.

Up to now, all I have had is correspondence
from the bureau. No other action has been taken.
To say the least I am disgusted to have received
this letter from the bureau dated 17 June-

I acknowledge your recent complaint
lodged on behalf of Mr .. and advise
that enquiries will be made on your behalf
with the trader concerned.

In view of the very considerable number of
complaints currently being acted upon by the
Bureau it would be appreciated if you could
avoid telephoning or calling at the Bureau for
progress reports on your enquiry.

This is evidence that the bureau has been subject
to cutbacks and starved of funds. This has meant
it has become understaffed. It needs to be
allocated extra funds and extra staff. Legislation
should be introduced to give it greater powers.
Looking at the letter I received, it is quite evident
that the typewriter used is one salvaged from the
local dump. I can pass the letter to the Minister
so that he may see what I mean. There is a great
deal of room for improvement.

After 14 years in this place, and having written
to the bureau continually since its inception, I do
not need to be reminded what to do about
telephoning and following up matters for
constituents. It is obvious the bureau is in a
complete mess and in need of overhaul. It
obviously needs additional staff. This is evident
when people like Mr McFadgen and his firm can
come to the country and rip off country people,
including pensioners and women living on their
own who feel they will be getting a good deal.

I thought I had done the right thing. I rang the
Firm before I decided to bring my complaint to
Parliament. When I rang, all I got was the
answering service, but I made it quite plain who
was ringing. I wrote to the firm on 4 June 1981
but did Rot receive the courtesy of a reply. I can
have my redress in this place and appeal to the
Minister to take some action on this matter.

This man is holding money that does not belong
to his company. The cheque has been banked. I
believe the Bureau of Consumer Affairs should
get for my constituent not only that money, but
also the interest that has accrued.

I ask: Why the delay? I wrote to the bureau on
4 June and nothing has been done up till now.
This matter should have been settled in the first
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week. This money should have been recovered
from the person I have named. I will go further. I
think the person should be gaoled for the action
he has taken. I am sure I speak for many country
people and not only those in my own constituency.
It is time the Government stamped out this sort of
practice. It would do so if it sincerely wants to do
something for the State. It would not cost the
Government very much. It should stamp out these
people. It should legislate for the Builders'
Registration Board to be given power to control
people who go to country areas. Its powers should
not be confined in the Act to the metropolitan
area, as happened last year. It should be given
powers to redress these problems so that people in
the country cannot be ripped off.

I feel I am justified in bringing my grievance to
Parliament. I sincerely trust the Minister will take
up this matter with the bureau to see that it
follows it up with Philmore Construction
Company, so that the money held by it, illegally,
is returned to my constituent as soon as possible.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Consumer Affairs) [4.50 p.m.]: To my knowledge
this is the first time this matter has been referred
to me. The member can correct me if that is not
correct.

Mr Mclver: Why do I have to write to you?! 11f I
write to the department I save you the worry.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaikie): Order!
Mr O'CONNOR: The member has j .ust

referred the matter to me. If he had taken it up
with me earlier I could have supplied answers 10
him today.

The member has established a kangaroo court
to try this fellow to whom he referred. The
member now wants him in gaol.

Mr Mclver: That is where he belongs.
Mr O'CONNOR: The member did not

investigate the matter thoroughly as he
explained. I am not standing up for the fellow
mentioned because I do not know what has
occurred in the particular situation. I will
consider the matter further.

From the member's point of view he believes
the Bureau of Consumer Affairs did not assist
him. The bureau is a good one and at certai n
times has a great deal of pressure put upon It.

In connection with general matters referred to
by the member, both the bureau and I through
the media have issued warnings to the public
about dealing with people they do not know or
have not heard about.

Again I issue a warning to the public that if
they have someone carry out some work for them

they should check to determine whether the
person is reputable. Instances such as that which
the member for Avon mentioned relate not only to
builders, but also to painters and other people
supplying labour or equipment. Sometimes a job
has been done only half as well as it was supposed
to be done and money has been paid in the early
stages. As far as we can we must inform the
public that if they intend to deal with people they
do not know anything about, they should check
the reputability of that person. In addition, they
should not hand over money before a job is
complete.

From the member's remarks, it seems as
though someone has been ill-treated, but I would
like to be in a position to consider the other side
before I comment further.

I do not accept the remark of the member that
the person about whom he complained should be
gaoled. I certainly cannot accept it when I have
not been informed of the details of the situation.
The member is naive in saying such things
without knowing the people involved, or sighting
documents from the other side.

I give an undertaking to raise this matter with
the bureau and ask it to investigate the matter as
quickly as it can so that I can ascertain the score,
and I will then give the details to the member. I
will attempt to do that tomorrow in this House.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: RATES

Urban Farmland: Grievance
MR HERZFELD (Mundaring) [4.54 p.m.]:

My grievance relates to an area of responsibility
of the Minister for Local Government who is not
at present in her seat. Perhaps the Government
Whip can give her a call. In the meantime I point
out that the Local Government Act provides for
local authorities to strike a special rate for urban
farmland. It is not a rate a council must strike,
but the power to do so is available.

The legislation was enacted in 1969 for two
distinct purposes. The first was to provide some
relief for genuine farmers within the metropolitan
area, and the second was to ensure that urban
farmland was maintained in the wedges between
the urban corridors. In the ensuing years the
legislation has been implemented in different
ways by various municipalities. No real
consistency has been shown because, I suppose, of
the way the legislation was framed. However, I
believe that till now the legislation has been
implemented in a sensitive way so that it has met
the intended objectives.

This year a situation has arisen-I have not
been able to establish the reason-whereby a
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number of councils covering areas on the outer
fringes of the metropolitan area have decided to
carry out a survey of people currently benefiting
from the special urban farmland rate. The
councils wished to determine whether those
ratepayers were still eligible. I point out that the
legislation requires anyone no longer eligible, to
notify his council of his position. This year is the
first time to my knowledge councils have gone out
to check the eligibility of owners of urban
farmland. The situation has progressed to the
point that a number of people have been found to
be no longer eligible.

The legislation includes a number of
requirements for eligibility. The first is that the
owner must use the land for purposes laid down in
the definition of the term "urban farmland". The
second is that he must earn either the whole or
the substantial part of his livelihood from the
farm property. The third is that the land must
have had its valuation increased as a result of
urban proximity.

These requirements have created problems in
regard to interpretation, and the report of the
committee of inquiry into rates, taxes, and
charges refers to these problems. The report was
brought down recently by the so-called McCusker
committee, and in the section relating to urban
farmland it pointed out a number of difficulties
that have arisen with the legislation covering
urban farmland rating. The first is that a wide
disparity can be seen in the way in which the Act
is being interpreted and administered. The
committee also expressed concern about the whole
question of income levels for eligibility for the
urban farmland rate, and the committee
explained the difficulties involved in trying to
establish just how valuation of land has been
affected by urban proximity.

The problem I want to deal with is additional to
those I have mentioned, and it has occurred as a
result of the survey carried out by councils. It
relates to the lack of discretion allowed to the
council under section 548(3)(b) wherein the
council is required to make an owner pay back the
rebate he received for the previous five years if he
no longer qualifies for the rebate. It is quite clear,
if one refers to the debates that took place when
the legislation was enacted, that the intention of
that retrospectivity clause was that it should be
applied only when the owner of the land had
gained a capital benefit through the sale of the
land or in some other way because the land had
had the benefit of the urban farmland rate.
Unfortunately what has happened is that people
caught in this net spread by the councils, but who
have continued to farm the land, are required to

pay back the rebate they received in the previous
ive years.

I will give the Minister an example to illustrate
my point so that I am sure to get the message
across quite clearly. I refer to the hypothetical
case of a farmer who has been eligible for an
urban farmland rate for the past, say, 10 years.
For some reason such a farmer may decide that
his income from the property is no longer
adequate, and then may decide to take a part-
time job of some sort to supplement his income. I
emphasise that the productivity of his property in
this hypothetical case remains unchanged because
he has continued to farm it in exactly the same
way as he did for the previous 20 years.
Unfortunately such a farmer is not eligible for the
special rate because of his additional income; he is
not considered to gain a substantial income from
the property.

This man has been eligible for a rebate every
year until this year, and yet under the legislation
the council is required to make him pay back the
rebate he had received in previous years. This is
the point to which I would like the Minister to
turn her attention as a matter of urgency.
Hopefully, she will be able to introduce
retrospective legislation for the people caught in
this trap.

I believe it was not the intention of the Act to
make those persons who were eligible up to now
repay the rebates simply because they are no
longer eligible under the income provisions. They
still own the land, and in many cases it is simply
that they are temporarily ineligible for the rebate.

By way of reply to a question yesterday the
Minister indicated that all the provisions in the
Act relating to urban farmland rating are being
reviewed. I hope that by bringing this matter to
her attention she will act promptly on the review,
and particularly in regard to the specific matter I
have drawn to her attention to today.

MRS CRAIG (Wellington-Minister for Local
Government) [5.01 p.m.]: I would like to thank
the member for Mundaring for his very accurate
description of the provisions of the Local
Government Act which relate to urban farmland
rating, and also, for bringing to my attention the
particular case that is causing him concern.

It is true that the councils themselves have the
capacity to make a decision as to whether or not a
person is eligible for a special urban farmland
rating. It is true also that the provisions in the
legislation are rather indeterminate in regard to
the income level to be applied by the council.

Although this matter has caused some
difficulty to some individuals in the past, it has
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not been brought to my attention by many local
authorities. I understand that the problem has
arisen in numerous areas this year, and I received
an approach from the Town of Armadale in June
of this year suggesting that the provisions in
relation to back-rating be changed. Other than
that, the only submission I received was from the
Metropolitan Board of the Country Shire
Councils' Association. As members will
understand, many market gardeners in the
Wanneroo area and other people on farming land
which has a very high value are facing difficulties.

We know that in determining values the Valuer
General does not allow for the actual zoning of
the land concerned. The value of the land is
determined mainly on the value of sales of
adjacent properties. For that reason, of course,
the urban farmland rate was introduced. As the
member correctly said, by way of answer to a
question yesterday, I indicated that the matter of'
urban farmland rating is under review, as are all
the rating provisions in the Local Government
Act. My attention has been drawn more and more
frequently to discrepancies which are occurring
from one area to another.

Mr B. T. Burke: There are lots of them.
Mrs CRAIG: The aggrieved person referred to

by the member for Mundaring has a right of
appeal to the council, and I believe he should
exercise that right. It would be very difficult for a
council to determine exactly what proportion of
income it believes is the proportion that makes a
person eligible or ineligible for an urban farmland
rating. If that particular council has determined a
specific level and it is applying that level overall,
it could be said that the council is being very fair.
However, the person concerned should point out
to the local authority the difficulties of his
situation and ask for a reconsideration of the
matter.

Mr Herzfeld: By way of interjection, could I
say the point I was trying to get over was that the
council has no discretion. Once the land is
declared no longer eligible to attract the rebate,
the Act says that the owner should be back-rated
for five years.

Mrs CRAIG: The council has the discretion
only to determine eligibility, and to determine
when a person is no longer eligible. So the person
concerned could apply to the council on that
basis.

I assure the member that the matter is
receiving attention and it will receive more
attention in the future, as will the whole difficult
area of devising an equitable way to levy local
government rates.

HOUSING: GIRiRAWHEEN
Flooding: Grievance

MR WILSON (Dianella) [5.06 p.m.]: I address
my grievance to the Honorary Minister Assisting
the Minister for Housing. It relates to anomalies
in his replies to questions I put to him on Tuesday
of last week, and to discrepancies in response to
my requests for attention to the problem
confronting the occupants of three townhouses in
Girrawheen who have been affected by frequent
flooding in the vicinity of their units over the past
nine weeks.

Although this matter has been of major
concern in the last nine weeks, it has affected the
occupants of at least two townhouses for a much
longer period. To my knowledge problems have
been experienced for at least I12 months.

In one question last week I asked whether the
State Housing Commission was aware of frequent
flooding in recent months to the driveways
adjacent to the townhouse units. The Minister
admitted that the commission was aware of
flooding on two occasions. It is true that the
commission may be aware of flooding on two
occasions, but it is true also that the flooding has
occurred on many more occasions. As far as I can
determine, flooding has occurred on at least five
occasions in the last nine weeks. Perhaps all these
incidents were not reported to the commission.
People make reports to the regional offices of the
commission from time to time and unfortunately
when they find that no action results from their
reports over a period of time, they give up making
complaints. Perhaps this is a deliberate policy on
the part of the commission to discourage people
from making complaints. Certainly it is a trend
that is occurring.

Having talked with the occupants of the
townhouse units, it appears that they have made a
large number of complaints. Many of their
complaints have not been responded to, and they
feel it is not worth while making complaints.

The Honorary Minister admitted the
commission was aware ihat the water flooded into
one unit and through a room in the lower floor.
The townhouse units concerned are situated at a
much lower level than the road surface. I agree
with other aspects of the answer supplied. From
correspondence received from the commission, it
appears that to a large extent the flooding
problem is the concern of the local goverment
authority. A large volume of water comes from
the road surface into the units because of their
low elevation, and also because they are in the
vicinity of a large drainage sump.
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it can recognise that such a situation exists, and
I am aware that the commission has been in touch
with the Wanneroo Shire Council to draw this
matter to its attention so that it can be rectified,
However, my main complaint is that the problem
has been apparent for a long period of time. For
the occupants of all three townhouses it has
caused concern for at least nine weeks, and for the
occupants of two of the townhouses, it has caused
concern for at least 12 months.

No obvious action was taken until the day after
I placed this question on the notice paper last
week. I see that the Honorary Minister is smiling,
and that may be an admission that there is some
substance to my comment. Whatever the
situation, until my question was placed on notice,
no action was taken by the commission. 1 would
like to point out that I made representations to
the commission in writing because of my concern
about the situation.

When complaints are made about situations
which are providing serious interference with
people's lives they should be treated as urgent and
receive prompt attention. That was not the case in
this situation. I admit that after I placed the
question on the notice paper, a flurry of activity
occurred. The commission decided suddenly that
perhaps there could be a solution 10 the
problem-and maybe because of the postal
strike-I received a late reply from the State
Housing Commission suggesting a different
situation from the one referred to by the
Honorary Minister.

The reply I received from the commission
indicated that my representation had been given
priority attention-it is the usual thing these days
for all representations to be given priority
attention! 1 would like to point out that part of the
representation I put forward was that my
constituents were living in inadequate
accommodation and that consideration should be
given to their application for transfer. The reply
was to the effect that my constituents were
considered to be housed adequately, but thatIimmediate action would be taken with the City of
Stirling concerning the flooding to the property.
Of course the City of Stirling had nothing to do
with the matter-the local authority involved was
the Shire of Wanneroo.

Mr Laurance: A typographical error.
Mr WILSON: On the day after the Honorary

Minister replied to my question, the commission
took action. A concrete alleyway between the two
units was dug up so that a spoon drain could be
constructed. The idea was to stop the flooding at
the front of the units by draining the water to the

back. There is already a problem at the back of
the units; whenever it rains heavily the backyard
is under 6 inches of water. Once the spoon drain
is operating, when there is heavy rain, presumably
the backyards will be 10 to 12 inches under water.
That seems to be a fairly logical way out of the
problem!

In his reply to me the Honorary Minister said
that the commission was prepared to admit one of
the units had been flooded out, although it had
not been realised that the occupants had co move
out of the townhouse and stay with friends. In
fact, over the period of nine weeks, the occupants
of one townhouse were flooded out on more than
one occasion. The linoleum and tiles which were
on the ground floor of the unit are now rotten and
full of moisture. The furniture had to be moved to
an Upstairs room.

The people concerned have been doubly
disadvantaged. They moved into this unit nine
weeks ago after a fire occurred in the unit they
were living in. So now they have been flooded out,
and the commission has taken nine weeks to do
anything about the problem. This is a really
serious matter. All the residents of these units are
seeking alternative accommodation. The two
tenants on whose behalf I made a representation
for a transfer, visited the Mirrabooka office of the
State Housing Commission on the very day this
question was answered in this place. They were
told there was no way that they would be
transferred. Part of my question to the Honorary
Minister was, "Would he expedite the application
for a transfer?" The Honorary Minister replied
that the commission would contact the tenants to
make the necessary arrangements. However, they
have not been contacted. In fact, they were told
by the commission there was no way they would
be granted a transfer.

it seems to me there are a lot of anomalies
between the information provided to me by the
State Housing Commission and by the Honorary
Minister, by way of answers to parliamentary
questions. A very serious situation faces these
people, and I do not believe the commission has
taken all the necessary steps it should have taken
to rectify the situation. I believe the Housing
Commission should have got on to the Shire of
Wanneroo much earlier; after all, it is State
Housing Commission property. I ask the
Honorary Minister to investigate the matter.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne-Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing)
15.16 p.m.J: I acknowledge the member for
Dianella has brought a legitimate grievance to
Parliament on behalf of these tenants. I have
taken note of the things he has said. I have the
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answers to the questions to which he referred.
Obviously, the State Housing Commission is
aware that flooding has taken place at these
properties and would wish to rectify the problem,
firstly, to alleviate the difficulties being caused to
the tenants and, seccrnd!y. to maintain the
properties in good condition.

The member for Dianella indicated be was
surprised that action was taken at the properties
on the same day he asked his question in
Parliament. The member is entitled to think the
flurry of activity was as a result of his asking the
question. However, I can only conjecture at this
stage that it was purely coincidence. At any event,
I am sure the member for Dianella would not be
disappointed at the thought that his asking a
question provoked such activity.

In my reply to his question I indicated that the
commission would contact the tenants to make
the necessary arrangements for their removal, if
that was the only course of action which could
reasonably be taken at that time. If that has not
happened. I will ensure that it does.

There seems to be a little confusion as to which
local authority is involved, but as the houses are
situated within the Shire of Wanneroo, I assume
that shire is the one concerned. The relevant shire
has a responsibility to make sure flood water does
not come over the roadway into these properties.

In addition, problems were experienced with silt
pits and wells which probably had been silted up
over the last few years due to our mild winters.'
With a return to more normal winter conditions ,difficulties were encountered. The commission has
cleaned out the sumps, which should improve the
situation. I appreciate it has been only a few days
since the corrective action was taken, but to date
there has been no further flooding.

I have taken careful note of the points raised by
the member for Dianella and I assure him I will
take them up immediately with the State Housing
Commission.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Blaikie):
Grievances noted.

HOUSING INTEREST: REPAYMENTS

Income Tax Deductibility: Motion

MR B. T. BURKE (Balcatta) [5.19 p.mi.]: I
move-

That, recognising the hardship to home
owners of high interest rates-this assembly
urges the Federal Government to re-institute
the taxation deductibility of home loan
interest repayments.

It is not the Opposition's intention to delay the
House for more than a moment or two on this
matter, which we do not anticipate will cause
much animosity between members on various
sides of the Chamber. What the Opposition is
attempting to do is obtain an expression of
opinion from members at a time when that
expression might be put to good use by the
Premier. We know that tomorrow, the Premier is
to meet with the Federal Treasurer and the Prime
Minister specifically to discuss interest rates. In
the Opposition's view it would be an advantage
for him to be able to say at that time that it is the
view-preferably the unanimous view-of the
Parliament of Western Australia that home loan
interest rate repayments should be made tax
deductible.

The Opposition is of the view that at the
present time there are many people who are only
just able to cope with the level of interest rates
currently being charged in respect of home loans.
The Opposition believes strongly that if home
loan interest rates rise by another I per cent or 2
per cent-and it is predicted in some quarters the
rise will be to the level of I5 per cent or 16 per
cent by Churistmas-many families will be placed
in serious hardship.

Every I per cent increase in interest rates adds
something like $23 a month to thc average home
loan over an average period. Every I per cent
increase in interest rates means that for a family
to retain the position it occupied prior to the
increase coming into effect, it is necessary for
their monthly income to increase by about $70.

Interest rates and their effect on existing and
prospective home owners are becoming a very
pressing issue in the community at large. The
Opposition has consistently maintained that a
very sound argument can be advanced for the
proposition that the home building industry and
the question of home ownership should be isolated
or insulated from the worst effects of Government
economic strategy. If we are not to prevail upon
the Federal Government as to the undesirability
of its economic strategy and if the Federal
Government does not intend to change that
strategy, for God's sake, the Government should
become convinced of the need to relieve the worst
effects of its strategy on specific areas. The
spccific area under discussion tonight is the home
ownership area of this community.

It may be that the Honorary Minister will
attempt to amend the motion before the House.
We would hope he accepts the motion in the spirit
in which it is put forward: namely, a non-political
spirit. We would hope if he does decide to amend
the motion he does not do it in a political manner
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or attempt to commit the Opposition to something
it would not normally accept.

I intend to say no more than that, except that it
is a pressing problem of which the Government is
aware. I know from public statements that the
Honorary Minister supports home loan interest
repayments being made tax deductible. The
Opposition hopes that the House can unanimously
agree upon a simple statement of the type the
motion embodies and that it is not necessary for
any political oneupmanship or point scoring to
take place by adding anything to the motion
which is political in nature or which attempts to
detract from its value as a non-political expression
of support with which the Premier can approach
the Prime Minister and the Treasurer tomorrow.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park-Leader of the
Opposition) 15.25 p.m.]: I second the motion
moved by the member for Balcatta and fully
support the sentiments he expressed. We know
from public statements that the sentiments
contained in the motion have the support of all
members; I do not believe there should be any
argument regarding the form of the motion. Our
intention is to give strength to the Premier's arm
to let him know the entire Parliament has had
enough of the Prime Minister's fiddling with
interest rates. We want the Prime Minister to
know the whole of the Western Australian
Parliament remembers vividly his promise to
reduce interest rates, when precisely the opposite
has occurred.

There is no doubt interest rates are one of the
matters of greatest concern within the community
today. I do not propose to canvass the various
suggestions which have been advanced over the
last several months as to how home owners might
be helped. This motion supports one of the most
effective and desirable ways and it is a matter
upon which the Parliament can find common
ground. Indeed, in the light of the number of
statements made from all sides of the House over
the past few months, we have been a little remiss
in not expressing ourselves more vehemently
before today.

The effect of high interest rates is well known;
they have a double barreled effect in that not only
home buyers, but also the building trade, are
affected. Everyone knows the building trade
continues to be in a decline, despite some hope for
improvement earlier this year. In addition, there
is the purely monetary effect of increased interest
rates, as explained by the member for Balcatta
when he pointed out that a 1 per cent increase in
interest rates on an average loan meant that a
family would need to find an additional $70 a
month to maintain its repayments. I am sure we

are not giving the Honorary Minister a lesson in
this respect, because the facts would be well
known to him.

The fact that people are finding it increasingly
difficult to maintain their payments and,
consequently, their homes is indicated by the
figures supplied by the Housing Loans Insurance
Corporation, which provides insurance to
institutions which lend money for housing. In
1979-80-the last year for which figures are
available-there were 564 foreclosures, which
compared with just over 300 for the previous year.
So, in only 12 months the number of failures
nearly doubled. I do not know what the figures
are for this year, but according to both the
Eastern States and Western Australian Press,
there is reason to be seriously concerned about
those people who are finding it increasingly
difficult to maintain their mortgage repayments.

The fact that this matter is one for community
concern is illustrated by a report in tonight's
newspaper that a group at Wanneroo has formed
an association to try to influenc the Federal
Government to reinstitute mortgage interest tax
deductibility. It is not unreasonable such an
association should be formed in that area. We all
know Wanneroo is one of the fastest growing
areas of the State and that many of the people
who have settled there have entered into fairly
substantial mortgages. At the time, of course,
they were able to service those mortgages, but
since then they have found their situation has
deteriorated considerably. This move has
attracted support from the Kelmscott-Gosnel Is
area. Here again, we know this area contains
people who live in relatively new homes; the very
nature of the suburb ensures this association will
receive solid support.

This motion asks the Federal Government to
reinstitute the mortgage interest tax deductibility
scheme First introduced on I July 1975 by the
Whitlam Government, which was concerned with
the way interest rates were going, and the effect
of the trend on young married people, in
particular. The Whitlam scheme provided that
where the combined net income of the taxpayer
and spouse did not exceed $14 000, some benefit
was available.

If the net income of taxpayer and spouse was
below $4 000 then the total home loan payments
were fully deductible.

Mr O'Connor: The Figure of $14 000 was as at
1 July 1975?

Mr DAVIES: Yes. I said that if the net income
was below $4 000 home loan payments were fully
deductible and reduced I per cent for every S100
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net in excess of $4 000 and cut out at $14 000.
The Fraser Government came into power in 1975
and it changed the scheme as from I July 1976.
In effect, the scheme was in operation for only 12
months as it was brought in by the Whitlani
Government, but Fraser toughened up on the
scheme and only taxpayers who had made loan
repayments in the previous five years were
eligible. Of course this immediately excluded new
home owners and it only applied to those who had
been making repayments over the previous five
years. Therefore a lot of people who it was hoped
would be helped by the scheme were immediately
disadvantaged by the amendment. He brought in
another condition and that applied only to those
people making repayments on their first home.
That excluded another group of people and
eventually the whole scheme disbanded on I
November 1978. So the scheme came into being
on I July 1975 and disbanded on I November
1978.

Now the matter is one of considerable concern.
The opportunity to have tax deductibility of home
interest payments made available to the taxpayer
would be of considerable benefit. There are other
measures that the Opposition could suggest but I
know we might argue with the Government onl
those and we are not going to raise them tonight
because we do not want a fight. The Opposition
wants this House to say in unmistakable terms
that it thinks the scheme is a good one and that
the Fraser Government should reintroduce it
immediately and carry it unanimously, If this is
conveyed to the Premier the Opposition hopes it
will give some strength to his arm and let Fraser
know we have had enough of his fiddling with
interest rates.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne-Honorary
Minister Assisting the Minister for Housing)
[5.32 p.m.]: The State Government acknowledges
the difficulties experienced by home purchasers in
regard to interest rates and thanks the Opposition
for bringing forward this matter in the spirit it
has in trying to obtain some unanimity so the
State Parliament can go forward to the Federal
Government to indicate the concern in this State
to continued increases in the level of interest rates
for home ownership. The State Government
appreciates that the increases in interest rates
have caused hardship to those who have taken on
long-term contractual arrangements only to Find
their commitments have increased. These
increases are beyond their control. The
Government is also concerned that it is likely that
a gap will develop between those people who are
only just eligible for a building society loan and
those who are eligible for housing assistance
through welfare organisations such as terminating

building societies. As the level of interest rates
goes up, obviously the lowest level of income that
the building societies are prepared to assist also
rises and the level of welfare assistance stays the
same. There will be a gap between the two. This
is a matter of concern to the Government also
because if such a gap is allowed to develop the
availability of home finance is denied to a section
of the community and the Government believes it
would lead to an unsatisfaccory position where
home ownership could be put beyond a section of
the community.

Mr B. T. Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr LAURANCE: if there is a reduced
demand for housing as a result of increases in
interest rates this will have a downward effect or
impact on the building industry; and this is also a
matter of concern to the Government.

The State Government has no control over
home interest rates and I am sure it is in
acknowledgement of that fact, that the
Opposition has put forward this motion in the
manner it has, appreciating that the State
Government has no control over interest rates for
home loans-and nor should it because if it did, it
would create an artificial market and attract no
funds into that financial sector. It is true that
there are some controls in some of the other
States, but if we look at prevailing interest rates
for home loans around Australia we find that the
rates in Western Australia are no worse-and in
fact in some cases they are slightly better than
prevailing interest rates in other States. Even
where there are limited controls in a couple of
other States they do not affect the actual interest
rates being offered at the present time. This
State's interest rates compare quite favourably
with interest rates offered elsewhere. We believe
Australians generally have traditionally been
accustomed to moderate and stable home interest
rates and so they have a right to accept that
interest rates will not escalate in the same manner
as perhaps other commercial interest rates may
do. In recent months this State has led Australia
in calling on the Federal Government for two
things: a scheme of taxation deductibility for
home interest payments and the home savings
grant to be paid immediately rather than those
involved waiting for nine months, which presently
is the case. Both items were listed by me on the
agenda for the Housing Ministers' Conference
which was held in Canberra in February of this
year. As a result of discussions that ensued at the
conference other States were requested to provide
assistance to Western Australia's submission to
the Federal Government on a form of taxation
deductibility.
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Mr Bertram: That is the sort of thing Whitlamn
had in his time.

Mr LAURANCE: I am coming to that. The
Western Australian Government has indicated to
the Federal Government the position that already
prevails in other western countries on the subject
of taxation deductibility-and most western
countries provide some form of taxation
deductibility. The information we provided
included the concessions which are available in
the United Kingdom, various European countries,
the United States, and Canada. In the United
Kingdom, the British Government provides full
tax relief to home buyers by allowing rebates in
interest paid on a mortgage of up to £2S 000 for
the purchase or improvement of the borrower's
principal residence. In the United States the
situation is that home owners are able to fully
deduct mortgage interests payments for income
tax purposes.

Mr B. T. Burke: Not only for the first home
either.

Mr LAURANCE: When the Premier put this
proposition for income tax deductibility to the
Prime Minister earlier this year the Prime
Minister refused the request.

Mr Bertram: Hardly surprising.

Mr LAURANCE: As recently as July the
Prime Minister said, in a statement made in
Perth, that a general taxation deductibility
scheme right across the board for home
purchasers would cost in the vicinity of $800
million. There have been other estimates given of
up to $1 200 million for that cost. The submission
that the Western Australian Government is
putting to the Federal Government could lead to a
scheme costing only $89 million and I would like
to take this opportunity to outline it to the House.

The Government believes that first-time home
buyers should be given relief over a period not
exceeding Five years, the relief being extended to
first-time buyers who entered into arrangments
over the last two financial years. To give a I t6 per
cent concession the estimated cost for 198 1-82 is
$89 million and for a 2 2 per cent reduction the
cost is estimated at $145 million. The Western
Australian Government submits that the Federal
Government could finance such a move by using
the additional tax revenue which it is gaining
from what has been referred to around Australia
as a windfall gain for the Federal Governmeint
from increased taxation payments on the
increased earnings that are being returned to
investors from higher interest rates currently

prevailing. The costs I have indicated in the State
Government's submission could be pruned even
further if made subject to a means test or if the
benefit were to be given over only a three-year
period instead of a five-year period. There are
other ways the scheme could be amended by
adjusting the cost if that was the reason for not
agreeing to it. The Premier will be putting this
matter forward at the Premiers' Conference
tomorrow and in addition this matter will again
be listed for the next Housing Ministers'
Conference which will take place in Sydney on 4
September.

Mr B. T. Burke: 1 think you are conceding too
much. I think the beniefits of the scheme are far
too limited for the problems we are facing.

Mr LAURANCE: It is interesting the member
for Balcatta mentions that. I refer to the other
arm of the State Government's submission to the
Federal Government and that is the home savings
grant should be paid immediately rather than
after the nine months', waiting period. This will
help people going into their home and will also
bridge the deposit gap as I believe was intended
when the scheme was introduced.

The Leader of the Opposition referred to the
scheme introduced by the Whitlam Government
and in fact it is inherent in the Opposition's
motion before the House that we go back to a
similar scheme or reintroduce the scheme i.hich
was operating previously and as introduced by the
Whitlam Government. The Leader of the
Opposition gave details of that scheme, but I
believe it was extremely restrictive and it has been
completely ineffective.

Mr Davies: After it was amended by Fraser, it
was.

Mr LAURANCE: The Fraser Government did
in fact substantially increase the home savings
grant at the time it removed the taxation
deductibility. This Government agreed with the
move in 1978 that it was better to substantially
increase the home savings grant rather than
pursue the Whitlam scheme of tax deductibility.
The scheme I am advocating has a much wider
application. It goes on for a period of time to
assist in the time ahead when there could be
higher interest rates unless some change in the
Federal Government's decision on interests rates
is made and goes back two years to take in those
who have taken on commitments during the time
that the interest rates have gone up.

I would like to move an amendment to the
Opposition's motion which I believe it will accept
in the same spirit and we will have its support in
going forward as a Parliament to the Federal
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Government to get these changes in the Federal
Government policy which will assist home buyers
in this State.

Amendment to Motion
Mr LAURANCE: I move an amendment-

Delete all words after the word "assembly"
in line 2 of the motion and substitute the
following words-

supports the actions of the State
Government in seeking from the Federal
Government the introduction of a
scheme of taxation deductibility for
home-loan interest payments and the
early payment of the Home Savings
Grant.

Mr O'CON NOR: 1 second the amendment.
Debate adjourned until a later stage of the

sitting, on motion by Mr Parker.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

Sitting suspended from 6.1IS to 7.30 p.mi.

BILLS OF SALE AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Council; and, on motion
by Mr O'Connor (Deputy Premier), read a first
time.

HOUSING INTEREST: REPAYMENTS
Income Tax Deductibiiy: A mendment to Motion

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR B. T. BURKE (Balcatta) [7.32 p.m.]: The
Opposition is happy to accept the amendment
moved by the Honorary Minister Assisting the
Minister for H-ousing, and says only that it hopes
the Premier is successful in persuading the Prime
Minister and the Federal Treasurer to grant some
sort of concession. If a concession is not granted
shortly, regardless of the Figures the Honorary
Minister may be able to produce from time to
time, interest rates are sure to rise to levels that
will impose real hardship on the community.

We hope that the passage of this amended
motion will, in some way, assist the Premier in his
deliberations tomorrow.

Amendment put and passed.
Motion, as amended, put and passed.

RAILWAY

Penth- Va nchep- Two Rocks: Motion
DR DADOUR (Subiaco) [7,33 p.m.]: 1 move-

That in the opinion of this House-
(1) The Government should arrange for the

Director General of Transport, in
conjunction with Westrail to conduct a
comprehensive study of the feasibility of
the extension of the suburban passenger
rail services progressively from Perth to
Yanchep-Two Rocks and possibly
Moore River.

(2) The study should have access to the
advice and services of such other
departments as are necessary such as
M.T.T.. Main Roads Department, Local
Government, Urban Development and
Town Planning, Works and, if
necessary, some professional
consultative services in specialist fields.

(3) The study should indicate the
practicability of electrification of the
service and it should also study any
alternative means of mass public
transportation systems which are
adaptations or modern substitutions for
conventional rail or tram track type
systems.

(4) The study is to also evaluate the possible
route from Perth via the existing railway
line to Subiaco Station, H-arborne
Street, Wembley and joining the
Mitchell Freeway at Glendalough.

(5) Coincidental with. the studies should be
a re-examination of the costs and
practicabilities of electrification of the
metropolitan rail passenger transport
system-both existing and
potential-either separately or as part of
the other studies which are currently
being undertaken for the electrification
of major parts of the Westrail System
where heavy freight haulage is the
dominant factor.

This House is also of the opinion that the
report should be available, if practicable,
during the 1981 Parliamentary session.

The decision to close the Perth-Fremantle
passenger service was a blunder as a result of poor
advice and a total lack of insight into the future
public transport system which is so vital to our
city. Public transport in a city of this size is a
most important service that should be maintained.
The best possible service should be given.
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In closing the passenger rail service, the
Government left the public transport system
without an alternative which was more rapid,
safer, and capable of being run with an
alternative source-of energy. That is important,
especially when we are told that oil will be in
short supply before the year 2000 and, in the
meantime, it will be available at a prohibitive
cost.

It is obvious that the Government does not
know how to bring out the best in people. I ask all
members of the House to listen to common sense
and reason in aspects related to the movement of
people in the Perth metropolitan area.

It is interesting to note that the Government
announced that the Perth-Fremantle passenger
rail service would cease when the Parliament was
in recess, and when no party meetings were being
held. This was done in spite of the fact that I, as a
Liberal back-bencher, had requested of the
Premier and successive Ministers for Transport,
both in writing and personally in the party room,
that if a decision were to be made on the future of
the Perth-Fremantle passenger service, it should
come to the party room for discussion. This type
of request has always been honoured in the past,
but it was not in this case. I have no doubt that
this was due to bloodymindedness because I did
not support the new Mining Act.

My electors, who are of all political colours,
and I objected to the closure of the Perth-
Fremantle passenger rail service; yet many
members regard it as an unimportant issue. The
closure of this line is only the beginning. Without
doubt, the rest of the metropolitan passenger rail
service is doomed.

I have prepared a chart from figures tabled in
this House. After study, the chart proves that our
public transport system is in a state of chaos, not
excitement. The chart indicates that under the
present system passenger numbers are declining
continually. No doubt the recent rise in the fares
will aid in this decline. Costs are escalating to an
alarming figure, and the likelihood of a
substantial increase in revenue is minimal.

One of the worst features is that, after closing
the Perth-Fremantle line, the Metropolitan
Transport Trust's costs increased substantially. In
view of the closure of 28 per cent of the suburban
railway, one would have expected a reduction in
the trend of cost increases.

The cost of administration and management for
buses only has increased by 300 per cent from
1975 to 1980. One would think that
computerisation would bring a fall in the cost of
administration. Unfortunately, what seems to

happen is that the same number of employees
remain working in the administration field, and
about 150 extra people are brought in to handle
the computers.

The costs of leasing, interest, and depreciation
rose by 200 per cent in the ive years I have
mentioned; fuel costs increased by 300 per cent;
engineering operations costs rose by 138 per cent;
the cost of traffic operations increased by 170 per
cent; but revenue increased by 144 per cent only.
It is clear that cost management has been out of
control for the past five years, whilst people are
acclaiming publicly what a good transport system
we have.

This is hard to believe. In any normal business,
anybody acclaiming such a performance would be
sacked on the spot. The Government should now
take steps to remove from office the people
responsible for the waste of public money.

Whilst the loss last year was $35 100000, to
which had to be added $3 million contributed by
the taxpayer for concessional fares, making a
total of $38 100 000, it has been stated publicly
that the loss to 30 June 1981 will be $40 300 000;
and by next June it is expected that the loss will
be in the order of $44 million plus the
concessional fare contribution. These are
astounding statements to be made by so-called
skilled and responsible people. We should all be
ashamed of their efforts, or lack of effort.

There is no doubt that I was absolutely justified
in seeking the retention of the Perth-Fremantle
railway. l am still seeking its return.

I have worded the motion to give Westrail
control of the proposed feasibility study in order
to give it the opportunity to recover its reputation
for performance. I have no doubt that unless
radical steps are taken now, the business
community of Perth will suffer considerably
because of the reduced number of customers.

This motion is founded in the belief that the
administration of the public transport system can
no longer be left to those who have mismanaged it
so badly over the past five years-those people
have been announcing continued success in the
face of the facts.

It is evident that with the so-called
"independent review" of the Fremantle line by
Travers Morgan, the consultants will produce
only what the Government wants. They have been
engaged actively with the Director General of
Transport for a number of years. The answers to
questions in this House indicate that the survey
has cost $98 000 so far.
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This survey could be regarded as a self-
protection mechanism to cover bad decisions
made in the past five years.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much
audible conversation.

Dr DADOUR: Nobody really knows the basis
on which the inquiry is founded in relation to the
number of passengers to be moved over what
years, and to and from where. The range of fare
structures or the levels of subsidy regarded as
acceptable are not known.

It is evident that bad administration has taken
place. It is in the interests of the Government to
take stern measures before it is too late.

Some of the recent advances in railway
electrification include developments in
Queensland where seven Brisbane suburban lines
are being electrified. The first section of the
Brisbane suburban electrified rail system was
opened on 19 November 1979. For the year ended
30 June 1980, patronage had increased by 2.'2
million to a total of 28 million suburban
passenger journeys. However, Perth's rail
patronage decreased from 8.8 million in 1979 to
7.1 million in 1980.

At Newcastle in the United Kingdom, the Tyne
and Wear Metro (Light Rail) had 54 kilometres
of urban rapid transit electrified railway with 42
stations opened in August 1980. A survey in
October 1980 revealed that 25 000 passengers a
day were using the new system. The metro is
beating the recession. Members should compare
this result with the disappointing Fremantle linc
bus patronage of 3 036, which is only 31 per cent
of the 1977 rail patronage of 9 858.

In Scotland, the modernised Glasgow
underground was opened in April 1980. During
the first five months after its opening, the service
ended at 7.30 p.m. At that time, average daily
traffic was 28 000 passengers. After the
equipment had "shaken down", the service was
extended to 11 .00 p.m., and the traffic rose to
45 000 a day. A continuation of this trend would
make attainable the target of 15 million
passengers a year.

The next example is in Ireland. Western
Australia, the State of excitement, is even behind
the Irish! Dublin will have 36 route kilometres of
electrified railway fully operational by December
1982.

Mr Rushton: You don't want to believe that.
Dr DADOUR: A total of 40 two-car units will

provide a peak-hour service of a train every five
minutes. The trains will be equipped with radio

telephones to allow drivers to speak directly to the
central control point at Dublin's Connolly station.

All stations on the Dublin suburban system are
being modernised and equipped with improved
lighting, a public address system-to be
controlled from Connolly-and automatic ticket
machines. Entry to the platforms will be by
ticket-operated turnstiles. Two new stations are
being built. Other civil engineering work involves
the raising or reconstruction of 40 overbridges,
while much of the route is currently being relaid
with continuously-welded rail. After
electrification, there will be a full service seven
days a week.

I refer now to the United Kingdom. British
Rail and the Department of Transport have just
released the long-awaited "Review of Main Line
Electrification, Final Report". It came down
Firmly in support of a major rolling programme of
network electrification.

Even royalty uses trains in Britain. The Prince
of Wales and his bride departed by electric train
from London on their honeymoon! Surely that
speaks for itself.

In France, the completion of the Bordeaux-
Montauban electrification project-206
kilometres-has brought the French railways
electrified network to over the 10000 kilometre
mark.

In the United States of America, the USA
Federal railroad administration has published
provisional details of a national main line
electrification programme which would cost $20
billion over a 20-year period. It identifies
approximately 10000 miles of line for
electrification.

In the USSR, the Soviet Railway claims the
world's largest electrified system-42 434
kilometres or 26 367 miles was being worked by
electric traction in 1980. This represents about 30
per cent of the total Soviet network.

These cities and countries are on the right
track. They realise that electrification is a good
investment, not a hand-out. Why is Western
Australia behind the rest of the world? This is the
big question and I believe we are really behind the
rest of the world when it comes to our suburban
passenger transport system.

The Australian rail patronage figures are as
follows-

New South Wales, for the year ended 30
June 1979, 182.7 million-electric.
Victoria, for the year ended 30 June 1979,
93.8 miillion-electric.
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Queensland, for the year ended 30 June
1980, 29.4 million-electric.
Western Australia, for the year ended 30
June 1980, 7.1 million-diesel.

Let us consider the cost of motoring. In a letter to
The West Australian, of 9 February 1981, Mr J.
E. Knox, Director General of Transport, discussed
suburban railway costs and said, "in all good
conscience my advice to the Government must
take account of the burden on the taxpayer." Mr
Knox and the Minister for Transport want us to
believe that public transport is too expensive and
that roads are ready-made and cars are free.

Let us examine the "free" road system which
the Government is promoting.

Mr B. T. Burke: And the cost of motor
accidents.

Dr DADOUR: It is costing Western Australia's
half a million car owners SI 000 million per
annum just to run their cars. That is about $2 000
each. The price of super grade petrol has risen
from I 6.5c a litre in 1977 to 37.9c in July 1981.
Motor vehicle licences increased by 31 per cent
for the year ended June 1981. Each new car we
buy includes $2 000 for tariff protection. Last
year the Main Roads Department spent $153
million on the construction and maintenance of
Western Australian roads. This does not include
amounts spent by local councils.

The Government is promoting a road system
which last year killed 292 Western Australians
and injured a further 8 300. Apart from the
personal suffering involved, motor vehicle
accidents are an enormous cost to the community.
It has been estimated totbe 2 per cent of the gross
domestic product.

These costs include medical and hospital
expenses, loss of earnings, loss of production, the
building and staffing of hospitals, police reports,
court costs, the setting up of road safety
authorities, traffic control systems, the smash
repair business, and increased insurance
premiums. There are also costs that cannot be
calculated, like the personal cost of losing a
member of one's family, the cost of pain, the loss
of mental capacity or the cost involved in
disablement. Mr Knox certainly has an odd sense
of values. On the other hand, rail effectively
reduces the road toll. In its 100 years of
operation, Westrail has never lost the life of a
fare-paying passenger. Surely that speaks for
itself!

Motor vehicles pump tons of pollutants into the
air daily, including deadly carbon monoxide and
lead. The air also contains asbestos particles from
brake linings and clutches.

The reason 85 per cent of the public use private
transport is that they have little alternative. Perth
does not have a good public transport system.

MTT's buses are slow. The headline "Save
Money by Driving to the Office" appeared in the
Daily News on 17 June 1981. The article went on
to say-

Driving to work will be a far more
attractive proposition after the introduction
of new increases in bus fares.

This could see many regular bus travellers
swinging back to private transport for their
commuting.

In almost all cases, private cars provide a
quicker ride to work, sometimes twice as fast.

What sort of a public transport system is this?
Buses must be slower than cars. They

contribute to traffic congestion and are controlled
by the same road system as are cars.
Furthermore, they have to stop to pick up
passengers.

The University transport study showed that
cars dominate Perth. A Murdoch University
research study, headed by environmental lecturer,
Dr Peter Newman, revealed that Perth is a city
overrun by motorcars, deplorably served by public
transport, and highly vulnerable to fuel shortages.
The Perth metropolitan area has more roads than
other capitals have and the city is a lure to cars.
The western world average of central city workers
per parking space is 10-15. In Sydney the average
is seven or eight, but Perth is laid open to cars
with an exceptional one space for every 1.5
workers. Motorists are accommodated at the
expense of public transport.

The report also states that Perth-
Is Australia's most car-dominated capital

with 20 per cent more driving by the average
person than in Sydney.

Lacks an efficient railway-based public
transport system as in Sydney and
Melbourne.

Consumes more fuel for transport purposes
than any other city.

Is Australia's "Bus Capital" with its buses
travelling two and a half times further per
capita than in Melbourne.

Despite its hard-run bus network, attracts
the fewest public transport passengers.

Perth, for its population, has the country's
highest level of exhaust emissions. Compared
with Sydney, Perth is 48 per cent higher in
hydrocarbons, 31 per cent higher in carbon
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monoxide and 20 per cent higher in nitrogen
oxides.

Western Australians are probably the world's
most extravagant wasters of oil and this
Government is responsible by advocating a policy
of, "Build more roads, buy more cars and use
more oil-the world's energy crisis won't affect
us!"

I will now comment on energy. The
Department of National Development and Energy
in Canberra has estimated that oil will contribute
less than one-third of Australia's primary energy
requirements by the end of the decade. That was
stated in The West Australian of 28 July 1981.

The decreasing dependence on oil was expected
to continue to the end of the century, with
industry switching more to natural gas and coal-
based electricity. Fuel switching could result in oil
savings of at least 16 million barrels or 6 per cent
of annual oil demand by the late 1980s.

By far the biggest growth in domestic energy
use would be in coal. This was forecast to increase
by 76 per cent over the decade and regain its
former position over oil as the major fuel used in
A ustralia.

Coal would account for almost 50 per cent of
total primary energy demand by 1990.' Most
would go to electricity generation, which would
increase by an average of 5.9 per cent a year to
1990.

The headline "Tenfold petrol rise forecast" was
printed in The West Australian of 29 July 1981.'Western nations will face another oil crisis once
their economies start to move again, and the price
of petrol could rise tenfold by the year 2000,
according to a forecast by Cambridge
econometrics. Oil will probably increase from its
present price of about $31 a barrel to $290 a
barrel by the year 2000. The crisis is expected to
occur by 1983-84. Barring political disruptions,
oil prices are likely to be weak until then.

It is foolhardy for Western Australia to depend
solely on oil for transport. We must have an
alternative and that alternative is the proven
technology of electric rail. This is why other
major cities throughout the world are expanding
their railway systems.

I will comment now on the northern
corridor-Perth to Wanneroo. The Minister for
Transport's claim that the central business district
is losing its dominance-" Rail and Bus Policy".
April 1979, page 19-is absolute rubbish!

Why is the Perth City Council building more
city car parks? Why are motorists queuing up for
parking in the city? That was a headline in The

West Australian of 28 July 198 1. Why does the
Perth Chamber of Commerce want parking in
high-rise offices to be quadrupled? That was a
headline in The West Australian of 29 July 198 1.
Why is there a boom in office building in the
city?

it is obvious that the city is expanding rapidly.
Furthermore, the closure of the Fremantle
railway has increased pressure on city car parks.
The Government has adopted the corridor plan
for Perth and it is logical to have in each corridor
a fast electric rail service which is fully integrated
with feeder buses and cars.

The northern corridor from Perth to Wanneroo
is expanding rapidly and the traffic on Wanneroo
Road and Scarborough Beach Road is chaotic,
especially during peak hours. This corridor
desperately needs a good rail service. It is bad
planning to build roads, wait for them to become
congested with traffic, and then turn to public
transport Car a solution. We should install a
modern electrified rail system now and keep cars
out of the city centre. The railway line to
Wanneroo should be extended from Perth
progressively with the freeway. Hopefully the
Government will see reason and reopen the
Fremantle line, which will cnable people to travel
by rail from Wanneroo to Fremantle via Subiaco.

The Wanneroc line would serve the electorates
of Floreat, Balcatta, Karrinyup. Scarborough,
Whitford, and Moore, and I call on the members
who represent these electorates to support this
motion.

Mr STEPHENS: I formally second the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Mclver.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT:
ROYALTIES

Inquiry by Select Committee: Motion

MR STEPHENS (Stirling) [7.58 p.m.]: I
move-

That a Select
investigate the
natural resources
reference to-

Committee of this House
royalties being paid on
in this State with particular

bauxite;
iron;
nickel;
coal;
natural gas;
oil1;
wood chips and
diamonds.
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In considering the royalties the committee
shall lake account of-

(b)

(c)

(d)

concessions given to companies;
contributions made by companies in
infrastructure costs;
export value of resource in relation
to world market prices, and
capacity of industry to pay.

The committee shall make separate
recommendations in respect of gold, with
particular reference to-

(a)

(b)

the need to continue the present
policy, and
what special circumstances, if any,
should exist before a royalty is
introduced.

In support of my motion I would point out firstly
that in some respects this motion was debated last
week during the Labor Party's motion of no
confidence in the Government. The member for
Ascot spoke about royalties and the Minister for
Mines replied to his comments. I do not intend to
repeat the arguments they used, but it does show
that the question of royalties is of great concern
to the general community at the moment and to
both the Labor Party and the Government.

As members of Parliament we have a great
responsibility to the people of this State to see
that our Finite resources-our mineral
resources-are sold to the best advantage of the
community and for the benefit not only of this
generation, but also of future generations. After
all, our natural resources are our national assets.
Once they are sold, that is the end of them, so we
have the responsibility to ensure we receive the
best possible benefit from them.

As members of Parliament we have the
responsibility of representing various electorates
and the community at large, and I believe we
have the most serious responsibility of ensuring
the judgments we make are in the interests not
only of the people now, but also in the interests of
future generations. As a member of this House I
would hate to think I was associated with
decisions that in the future were found to have
been to the detriment of the community. We have
beard a great deal of talk about our current
prosperity brought about by resources
development. From the debate that ensued the
other night I realised the Premier does not like
the word "boom". However, I feel he was one of
the people within the Liberal Party generally who
tried to promote the idea that we are living in
boom times, that we are lucky people in the
promised land, and that we live in the lucky
country.

I realise like many others that the development
of these resources poses many problems, Apart
from the problem of obtaining the best we can in
the way of royalties, we have the problem of
establishing priorities because only a certain
amount of money is available.

I listened recently to a professor of economics
who suggested that for the developments to take
place in the near future the State and Federal
Governments have not planned properly. One
area in which I believe the planning has gone
astray is the employment area. For many years
we have had high unemployment, particularly in
the younger generation. Suddenly we need a
trained work force to assist in the development of
various facilities and the establishment of
developing areas. The Government has referred to
importing skilled labour; I believe the State and
Federal Governments have been remiss in not
planning and training the youth of this country
for the time when the proposed developments will
come on stream.

The people of this State are beginning to
wonder, even though we are in a so-called boom
period, what the benefits for the community at
large will be. We have rapidly escalating service
charges, and the man in the street has increasing
difficulties in balancing his household budget. It
was stated recently that from March 1974 to
March 1980 electricity charges had increased by
158 per cent; water charges by 361 per cent;
sewerage charges by 256 per cent; and drainage
charges by 156 per cent. In addition we know
transport fares have increased considerably and of
recent date interest rates have risen. The increase
in interest rates has had a tremendous impact on
home buyers, particularly young couples
purchasing their first homes.

The new federalism policy seems to be falling
apart and the community has experienced added
problems with the reduction of nursing staff in
our hospitals. Reduction in Finance means even
our hospitals are under threat. Only yesterday I
asked a question in this House about medium-
sized hospitals in country areas, and the Minister
responsible was not able to give a guaiantee that
a 41-bed hospital in my electorate will not be
axed. The people in the community at large are
waiting to see what will happen to the services to
which they have grown accustomed because they
can now see those services under the threat of
being reduced or completely axed. Yet the
Government tells us we are living in a promised
land and an era of prosperity.

Everyone is aware of the reduction in education
funding and the possible reduction in the quality
of education because of proposed cuts in the
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Budget. We will not know exactly what they are
until the Budget is presented, but areas of
spending such as education should not be
reduced-education is an essential service.
Education is essential because with it we deal
with the future of this country. We all agree the
young of this country are the best asset we have,
and it is essential they are trained properly for
whatever will eventuate in the future.

With the problems confronting this State it is
no wonder the community at large has begun to
query whether all sections of the community
make a proper contribution to the finances of the
State. This is the reason that in the last six
months we have heard quite an amount of
questioning of the Government's mining royalties
policy. For many years a person here and there
has claimed that the royalties are insufficient, but
it would be fair to say that by and large most
people were prepared to believe the Government
when it claimed that the royalties were the
maximum obtainable and in the best interests of
the State. Now it is quite apparent that the
community is not prepared to accept that point of
view.

We have a polarisation of opinion. One side
argues that the royalties are fair. It has made up
its mind and used selective arguments to prove its
point, On the other side of the spectrum many
people say the royalties are unfair and not in the
best interests of our society. They too, use
selective arguments to prove their point. I believe
the Chamber of Mines of Western Australia has
realised that the public no longer is prepared to
accept the Government's view that the royalties
are fair and just. The chamber has embarked on a
publicity campaign to acquaint the public with its
point of view. It is interesting that after all these
years the chamber has seen fit suddenly to
commence a publicity campaign. To me that
indicates it has realised the public is no longer
prepared to accept without question the
Government's point of view.

When one takes note of some of the comments
appearing in the Press, one is left in no doubt
that people are beginning to question the
Government's claim of benefits flowing from a
resources boom. An article in the Daily News of 2
July under the heading "Fact" states-

The value of minerals mined has more
than quadrupled in 10 years. The percentage
of royalties paid has barely changed.

Again under the heading "Fact" it States-
The iron-ore industry produces 44 per cent

of WA's. mirteral wealth but pays 78 per cent
of all royalties.

Again under the heading "Fact" it states-
Only $137 in royalties was paid on tin

worth $6.7 million mined last year.
Later in the body of the article again under the
heading "Fact" it is stated-

If royalties were a straight Five per cent of
value, State funds would be boosted by $51
million. That's almost twice the amount to be
shaved from the State education budget.

And there are glaring anomalies.
Though the iron-ore industry produces 44

per cent of the State's mineral wealth it pays
78 per cent of all royalties.

At the same time alumina, nickel and
crude oil made up 47 per cent of last year's
mineral production but contributed 17.6 per
cent of the State's royalties.

These are anomalies which the government
seems in no hurry to adjust.

Treasury and Mines Department officers
have been urging an increase in royalties but
have been unable to convince the
government, particularly Sir Charles Court.

Further on the article states-
Yet from $322 million worth of nickel

mined in WA last year the State received
just $3.5 million in royalties, or only 1.1 per
Cent.

Again further on it is stated-
In 1979 the royalty raised on iron ore was

5.1 cents in the dollar compared with 0.59
cents per dollar for aluminium.

If the alumina industry had been levied at
the same rate as lump iron-ore 531.66 million
would have been paid to the State instead of
the $2.49 million which was paid.

Royalties charged by the WA Government
are low by world standards.

The Australian Government has rejected a
recommendation from the International
Bauxite Association of which it is a member,
that a universal production levy be adhered
to.

The Jamaican Government in 1974
introduced a production levy on bauxite and
alumina.

The levy took into account the amount of
bauxite needed to produce a tonne of
aluminium and now applies a tax of seven per
cent on the price of an aluminium ingot in
the United States.

They did this because multi-national
companies were operating there at a loss or
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with low profits, and there were special
circumstances.

It has been calculated that if the Jamaican
bauxite levy applied to bauxite production in
WA in 1978 it would have yielded $148.5
million for the WA Government instead of
the $1.72 million actually paid.

In the submission by the Conservation Council of
Western Australia to the Senate Standing
Committee on National Resources, the point was
made that in regard to iron ore the royalty is 7.5
per cent of the value of lump ore, or 3.75 per cent
of the value of fines. During 1979 this gave the
State Government $47.12 million in royalties on a
gross value of iron ore of $916.07 million. It was
pointed out that 5 435 persons were employed in
the iron ore industry in 1979 and that each
worker produced $168 537 worth of iron ore. The
submission went on to say that $1 199.8 million
was spent by the iron ore industry on
infrastructure.

The report pointed out also that the figures
represent 5.1c per dollar value of production.
With regard to the bauxite or alumina produced
in the State, it indicated that the royalty value
was $2.49 million on a gross production of
$422.16 million. It was pointed out also that
2 947 persons were involved in the industry and
that this sum represented $143 196 per man.
However, the value of the infrastructure
contributed was $21.2 million only. There is a big
difference between the infrastructure costs of $21
million provided by the alumina industry and the
infrastructure costs of $1 199 million in the iron
ore industry.

It was pointed out in the report that this
represented 0.59c per dollar value only of the
production. The submissions continued that if,' in
1979, the alumina industry had been levied
royalties at the same rate as the iron ore industry,
$31.66 million would have been pa id to the
State as against the $2.49 million which was paid.
If the alumina industry had paid royalties similar
to those paid by the iron ore industry since the
inception of the alumina industry, it would have
paid $149 million rather than the 51.09 million
actually paid.

If we are charging a reasonable royalty for iron
ore, it is quite obvious that the alumina industry is
getting off very lightly, or, conversely, if the rate
of royalties for the alumina industry is correct,
we are being excessive in the royalties charged to
the iron ore industry. The balance is out
somewhere.

I would like to make it quite clear that in
moving this motion I am not necessarily arguing

for an increase in royalty payments. I have just
pointed out an apparent discrepancy. I might add
that in the debate in this House the other night,
the Minister said that as far as he was concerned,
the royalty applying to tin produced in this State
is rather low.

Mr Skidmore: To say the least.
Mr STEPHENS: He mentioned also that in the

new mining regulations in general terms the
royalty on minerals would be about 2 per cent, as
against the current 0.5 per cent.

My motion does not call on the Parliament to
make a judgment on royalty rates; it is asking the
Parliament to agree to an inquiry so that we may
ascertain all the necessary information on which
to make a balanced judgment.

In support of the motion, I do not intend to
delve deeply into all the various aspects of
royalties and the ways in which they may be
charged. The Government has indicated it is
carrying out a review of the royalties being
charged currently. Based on past performances, it
is reasonable to assume that Parliament will not
be given the details of that inquiry. Certainly we
will be given the results of the review, and we will
be asked to accept those results, but we will not
be given the information or the background on
which the Government's decision was made. The
Premier was not prepared even to admit the
existence of a report on royalties produced by the
Treasury. Then, in an article in The West
Australian of 27 June, it was pointed out that the
new member for Kalgoorlie said he had actually
worked on a paper relating to royalties when he
was in the Public Service.

The member for Ascot had made an
announcement that the Treasury had prepared a
report on royalties and that it had recommended
an increase, I think in the order of $15 million, in
alumina royalties. That statement was denied
quickly by the Premier. When the new member
for Kalgoorlie said he had actually worked on the
report, it was noticeable that the Premier was
quite silent.

Mr Bryce: As was his under secretary.
Mr STEPHENS: It was very noticeable that in

the debate the other night which revolved around
royalty payments, the Minister for Mines did not
refer to a report. He did, however, refer to a
working paper-an exercise in semantics, I would
sa y.

As I said, we will be told the Government's
decision on this review, but we will not be given
the background information on which that
decision was made.
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In The West Australian or 17 June, a report
appeared of a Press release put out by the
Premier. He had this to say, inter alia-

The thing is to make sure that we are
getting our fair share, as we always have in
the past, and relate it to the present times.

I am a little suspicious about whether we have
always had our fair share in the past, although,
admittedly, I refer to one example only.

I refer to a question I asked today, which was
really an update of a question I asked a year or so
ago, about timber royalties. I asked about the
total royalties received from sawmilling, wood
chipping, and other timber resources. In 1980 the
State received a total of $6.773 million-odd. In
the same year the total cost of the Forests
Department was $22.394 million, and the direct
cost of forestry operations was S 10.906 million.
So the direct cost of forestry operations exceeded
the royalties received by some $4 million.

I question whether that was a fair return to the
State-we did not even break even.

The figures for 1981 are no better, although I
suppose we could say that at least they are
consistent. The total royalties received from the
timber industry-sawmilling, wood chipping, and
other activities-amounted to S8.305 million. The
direct costs of the department were $26.8 16
million, and the direct costs of forestry operations
were S$t2.479 million.

Mr Evans: Do you want to increase forest
operations or Curtail them?

Mr STEPHENS: That is not the point of my
argument; it would be the subject of another
discussion.

Mr Evans: But it is integrated. You cannot
chop bits off to suit yourself.

Mr STEPHENS: The royalties received do not
even cover the direct costs of forestry operations,
and I believe that that should be regarded as a
minimum return. I give that information in reply
to the Premier who said that we must make sure
we are getting our fair share, as we always have
in the past, and relate it to present times.

I am not prepared to accept that the
Government's decision is necessarily a correct
one, and certainly not unless the Government is
prepared to give us all the background
information. I have said I have my doubts about
the royalty situation, and I think the public must
have doubts also. I note that the Minister for
Mines is head of the royalty review committee.
When the public realise that this same gentleman
is also listed as being No. 3 on the National
Country Party's committee of management, they
1811

must certainly have some misgivings about the
situation.

In the last three years the committee of
management of the National Country Party has
seen the accumulation of a debt of $300 000, and
a possible deficiency of $70 000 on current
operations while taking into account the fact that
the party sold its headquarters for a net cash
return of $160 000. So in the space of three short
years the National Country Party has gone down
the drain to the tune of $500 000. The man who is
No. 3 on the committee of management is also
the head of the royalty review committee.

Mr Bryce:. What a pity he is not here.
Mr STEPHENS: If he were sitting in his seat

he might even interject to tell me I am wrong.
However, I do not think he could say that. I have
here a copy of the agenda for the State
Conference of the National Country Party which
shows that the Minister for Mines is third on the
list of the committee of management.

Mr Evans: Are you suggesting passing the hat
around for the Country Party?

Mr STEPHENS: I am not suggesting that at
all. However, the public of Western Australia
must question the ability of a man who is a senior
member of a management committee of a party
which now faces a debt of $300 000 with an
additional contingent liability of $500 000, as
indicated in the National Country Party
report-a report I believe we would have to
accept at face value.

We must ensure that we mnaximise the
utilisation of our resources, as well as ensuring
maximum employment. If the situation is
managed correctly, we will improve the quality of
life of' the people of the state. However, we have a
responsibility to ensure a maximum return on our
assets, and we should do this without frightening
industry away.

Any suggestion of an increase across- the- boa rd
for royalties would be irresponsible and quite
wrong.

Mr Bertram: Don't we have to help our
brethren-our business partners?

Mr STEPHENS: I do not know what the
member for Mt. Hawthorn means by that.

Mr Bertram: The overseas people who are
buying our goods.

Mr STEPHENS: We must take many factors
into account, and I have tried to do this in the
motion I have moved. I do not intend to go into
the details of each resource. I have not referred to
some other resources such as mineral sands, as I
preferred to base my argument around what I
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regard as the principal resources. To be fair about
the matter, in the motion I included the words-

In considering the royalties the committee
shall take account of-
(a) concessions given to companies;..

I had in mind rail freights in particular. In
Queensland, for instance, the freight rate for coal
is in excess of the freight rate for grain. In
Western Australia, from the information we have
been able to ascertain from the Government-and
it likes to guard its secrets-the rail freight on
most of the minerals I have referred to is about
half the rail freight applied to grain.

I think the contributions made by companies in
infrastructure costs should be taken into account.
I am aware that in certain circumstances the
necessary public facilities have been installed but
we should take into account that in doing that the
companies have been able to assist themselves
with the advantages of accelerated depreciation
under the taxation laws. So in the space of five
years they have been able to write off
infrastructure which is still sound. There has been
a contribution of assistance to the companies, and
that factor should be taken into account.

It is important that we consider the export
value of a resource in relation to world market
prices, and this of course would cover the area in
which it has been claimed some people are
inclined to export their profits.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too much
audible conversation.

Mr STEPHENS: I think this is an i mportant
subject and if members were only to listen they
might support the motion in its own right.

The SPEAKER: I would speak on the motion
whilst you have their attention.

Mr STEPHENS: As I was saying before the
slight interruption, reference has been made to
the fact that some companies export their profits;
in other words they deliberately depreciate the
actual price and maximise it in another country.
This is also referred to as transfer pricing. In
establishing royalty rates this should be taken into
account. Of course the other area is the capacity
of industry to pay. I think we all realise the cost
involved in the production of various minerals
varies from area to area. It even varies within the
same mine, depending on the grade being mined.
These are factors which should be taken into
account.

The Premier talks about these various points
and I agree with him that they should be taken
into account when determining what is a fair and
reasonable royalty.

In the motion I make reference also to gold. I
do not throw this in just to upset the Labor Party,
which seems to be a little divided on this.

Mr Evans: Does the National Party seek a tax
or royalty on gold?

Mr STEPHENS: I am disappointed with that
interjection because it indicates that the member
has not been listening. I have been putting
forward all the areas which the National Party
believes a Parliamentary Select Committee should
examine.

Mr Evans: Are you proposing a royalty on gold
or not?

Mr STEPHENS: My research indicates-and
hopefully someone may be able to correct
me-that historically a policy was developed to
encourage production of gold as a means of
opening up the State. It should also be taken into
consideration that until 1970 the Government
controlled the price of gold. Under these
circumstances it is easy to understand the reason
that no royalty or income tax was levied on gold.
The situation today is different. Gold is on the
free market and there are no stringent
Government controls. Therefore the Government
should look at the situation, and that is what I
propose the Select Committee would do; that is, it
would obtain input so that the matter can be
discussed by men of wisdom. Surely members
would agree that any member of Parliament,
getting the salary he does-and some seem to
think they are not getting enough-should be able
to sit on a Select Committee and make judgment
on information that comes his way.

Mr Barnett: What are you doing with your
salary increase?

Mr STEPHENS: I will tell you now that I am
not accepting it, not because I do not think I am
worthy of it-

Mr Barnett: Very good! I am so proud of you.
Mr Carr: You are trying to imitate the member

for Moore.
Mr Bryce: Another of these millionaire

farmers.
Several members interjected.
Mr STEPHENS: An example should be set by

leaders of the community; members of Parliament
should not presuppose their leadership in the
community.

Mr Barnett: That is presupposing you are
accepted as being a leader in the community.

Mr STEPHENS: The member for Rockingham
should not get down to his normal level. In calling
for this Select Committee I notice that I also have
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the support of a mining expert; this is in the
form or an article which appeared in the Daily
News of 25 June and was headed, "Expert joins
call for mining inquiry". It reads as follows-

A top Perth economist has joined the call
for an investigation into the taxing of mining
and resource development companies.

It went on to give the expert's views-
"The precise method in which that

investigation is carried out I couldn't
comment on but there is an obvious need for
an investigation so that measures can provide
for the benefits of these operations to go to
all West Australians, and not just those
involved in the project itself."

Dr Petridis was commenting on a call by
the State Opposition for a royal commission
into royalties paid for the State's natural
resources.

The ALP believes the government is
ignoring advice from the Treasury to make
significant increases in mineral and energy
royalties.

Dr Petridis said his argument in favour of
an investigation into the level of taxation on
resource developers was this:

"Western Australia is one of the fastest
growing States, and so you would expect
therefore a greater degree of prosperity for
all the people of WA," he said.

"If they do not have that prospertiy then
they have not received the benefits of that
growth."

If I refer to my previous remarks there are many
in the community today who will question
whether they are getting any benefits from the so-
called resources boom. So there is a question in
the community as to whether a royalty structure
is fair and correct and as I have said members of
this Parliament will have the opportunity to
remedy this situation if they accept my motion
and make a judgment on that question. I am
looking forward also to the Government's support
of this motion as I think I am being logical, fair
and reasonable in this proposal.

Mr Barnett: That is unreasonable.
Mr STEPHENS: A Press statement issued by

the Minister for Resources Development on 30
July 1981-the member for Narrogin to whom I
referred earlier-said-

All royalties were subject to scrutiny by
Parliament and ultimately were determined
by Parliament, whether under an Agreement
Act or established by regulation under the
Mining Act.

That is roughly right but I think members will
recall that Parliament has had little to say about
regulations under the Mining Act and when
agreement Acts come before Parliament they do
so as a fail accompli. We are allowed to accept or
reject them but in no way are we permitted to
amend agreement Acts. Therefore Parliament has
very little opportunity to discuss the matter. in all
the time I have been in this Parliament I have
neve r been given details as to how the
Government arrived at royalties. How can
members Of Parliament give a judgment if they
are not given the facts? The Minister obviously
believes, by making that Press statement, it is
important for Parliament to make decisions, and
if this is so it is important for Parliament to be
fully informed. One way for the Parliament to do
that is to support my motion.

A further comment in the Minister's Press
release-of course I do not know whether the
Minister wrote the Press statement or whether it
was his Press secretary-reads as follows-

In view of this, the call by some Labor
members of State Parliament for a public
inquiry was an abrogation of their
responsibilities.

I do not believe anyone in the Labor Party would
want to abrogate his responsibilities. Obviously
the call for a Select Committee to inquire into
this question should have the Minister's support,
and therefore the Government's support. I think
this is a fair, reasonable and logical interpretation
of his statement.

Mr Jamieson: It might be; but whether he will
support it is another matter.

Mr STEPHENS: It is rather an embarrassing
situation to be a member of a management
committee which has lost half a million dollars in
three years.

Mr Skidmore: It does rather sour you off a bit!
Mr STEPHENS: It does bring into question

whether the Minister is capable of making a
judgment on royalties, and that is further reason
to support the motion for the appointment of a
Select Committee so information can be sought
and judgments made.

Mr Jamieson: It is obvious royalties on
groceries are not high enough!

Mr Bertram: We should appoint a few more
members to the management committee.

Several members interjected.
Mr STEPHENS: It has been said that no

political party can make a success of a grocery
store!
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In the same Press statement the Minister
said-

One should not be surprised that the
Opposition is seeking to avoid their
responsibilities ...

This gives members of the Opposition an
opportunity to prove they are not going to avoid
responsibility. By supporting this motion and
becoming involved in a Select Committee which
will make a judgment to help the Government
they will restore the confidence of the people of
Western Australia in their party. This Select
Committee also would be a vehicle by which the
Government can get itself off the hook because
the people in Western Australia have no
confidence in the Government's statements on
royalties.

I do not know what the outcome will be. I am
not making a judgment as to whether the
Government is charging too much or too little. All
I am doing is trying to seek all the information
available so we can make a value judgment, thus
enabling the public of Western Australia to have
confidence in this judgment. With those few
remarks I am happy to move the motion standing
in my name.

Mr COWAN: I formally second the motion.
Debate adjourned, on motioir by Mr Harman.

HOUSING INTEREST REPAYMENTS:
INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBILITY

Motion: Statement by Speaker
THE SPEAKER (Mr Thompson): I desire to

clarify the position concerning the action by this
House with respect to Notice of Motion No. I8
dealing with "Home Loan Interest
Payments-Taxation Deductibility."

As members are aware this motion was moved
by the member for Balcatta and an amendment
was moved by the Honorary Minister Assisting
the Minister for Housing. In moving his
amendment the Honorary Minister sought the
deletion of certain words and the substitution of
other words.

It was apparent to me that the House was in
complete accord with the desire of the Honorary
Minister and it was this which caused me to treat
the amendment as one question. That is, the
question for the deletion of words and the
question for the substitution of other words,
although usually taken separately, were on this
occasion treated as one question.

The motion will therefore be recorded as
"agreed to with amendment".

House adjourned at 8.44 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Government Departments and

Instrumentalities

1363. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

What action has he taken and when to
eliminate waste of electricity in
Government departments and
instrumentalities for-
(a) lighting and display; and
(b) other purposes?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(a) and (b) The Minister for Fuel and

Energy is not directly responsible for the
use of electricity by other Government
departments and instrumentalities.
Relevant Ministers and departmental
heads are responsible for their own on-
going departmental costs, including
power charges.

However to assist Government
departments and the community
generally, in February 1981 the Energy
Advisory Council prepared a report on
energy conservation. The report was
prepared by a work party of council,
which included representatives of
Government departments and private
industry. The report outlines a series of
energy-saving measures, including those
appropriate to electric lighting and
electrical appliances.

The report has been widely distributed,
and copies are available from the
Energy Commission and the
Government Information Centre.
With regard to the departments under
my control, senior officers have been
asked to minimise the use of electricity
a nd lighting, consistent with the
requirements for security and safety.

Advice from the Energy Commission's
Customer Advisory Service is readily
available to Government departments
and instrumentalities, as well as to
members of the general public. Detailed
technical advice is made available in
regard to energy consumption and
conservation in specific instances.

FUEL AND ENERGY: STATE
ENERGY COMMISSION

High Voltage Surges

1387. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) What responsibility does the State

Energy Commission normally accept for
damage to electrical appliances caused
by high voltage surges in electricity
supply to a home?

(2) Is he aware that as a result of an
extremely high power surge in excess of
340 volts through the domestic supply of
a home in Camboon Road, Noranda, on
21 July, several electrical appliances
including a stove, refrigerator, colour
TV set, hot water system, vacuum
cleaner, and digital clock were damaged
to an unknown extent and put out of
use?

(3) Is he also aware that the owner of the
home affected is an invalid pensioner
who cannot afford to pay the high
service charge required to assess the
extent of damage involved?

(4) Is he further aware that the family has
been without the use of these appliances
since 21 July?

(5) In view of the distressed circumstances
of the family, will he expedite action to
ensure immediate rectification of the
damage caused by the power surge?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) The State Energy Commission normally

accepts responsibility for damage to
electrical appliances where it can be
shown that the cause is due to the
commission's negligence.

(2) and (3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) A report has been forwarded to the

commission's insurers, who are assessing
liability.

EDUCATION
Technical and Further Education

Advisory Council
1388. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) On how many occasions during the
present calendar year has the Technical
and Further Education Advisory
Council met?
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(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

IHow often does it usually meet?
When did it last meet?
What was/were the reason(s) for the
missed meetings?
When will the council next meet?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Two.
(2) When required.
(3) 20 March 198 1.
(4) There is no requirement for a fixed

schedule of meetings.
(5) Not determined.

FUEL AND ENERGY: GAS
North- West Shel? Customers and Pipeline

1389. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(I) Which industrial firms in Western
Australia, apart from Alcoa, have
indicated to the State Energy
Commission a keen interest to use
North-West Shelf gas when it becomes
available?

(2) What evidence, if any, does he have that
some of the biggest industrial potential
users of shelf gas are beginning to
reconsider their position because of the
increasing attraction of coal?

(3) Is the State Energy Commission
considering renegotiating its 20-year
contract with the Woodside consortium?

(4) (a) Has the State Energy Commission
been able to give potential
industrial users of shelf gas any
meaningful indication of the price
they will be expected to pay;

(b) if so, will he provide details?
(5) (a) Has he seen the study compiled by

Mr Bruce MeCaul of Associated
Pipelines Ltd. which alleges that
shelf gas will be the most expensive
in Australia when it is supplied in
1985;

(b) if so, can he assure leaders of
industry in Western Australia that
this will not be so?

(6) What is the anticipated cost of
transporting the shelf gas from Dampier
to Perth?

(7) Will he table a copy of the market
survey carried out for the State Energy
Commission in March 1979 to estimate
the potential demand for natural gas in
Perth and the south-west?

(8) (a) Is it a fact that the State Energy
Commission assumes there is a high
latent demand For gas which it
cannot supply at present;

(b) if so, will he indicate the magnitude
of that potential?

(9) (a) Has the State Energy Commission
estimated chat mineral processors
will use approximately 70 per cent
of the shelf gas once it becomes
available in Perth and the south-
west;

(b) if so, will he outline the firms which
it believes will account for the 70
per cent with an estimate of the
amount each may use?

(10)

(11)

(12)

What was the original size of the
pipeline to be?
What size is the pipeline now planned to
be?
What were the reasons, and what are
the long-term consequences of altering
the size of the pipeline?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (12) The member's questions have

obviously been prompted by the recent
speculation in the Press.
I am sure that the member
acknowledges the importance of this
project in terms of the future well-being
of Western Australian industry and our
energy supplies.
Many of the issues raised in his
questions relate to commercial
considerations, which are- currently
being negotiated and resolved, and it is
important that this project, which brings
together in a co-operative way the
North-West Shelf venturers, Western
Australian Industry, the Western
Australian Government, and the Energy
Commission, should not be the subject
of political speculation which might be
prejudicial to success.
Western Australia is dependent for
approximately 50 per cent of its total
primary energy needs on imports from
overseas. It is also dependent to a much
higher extent than any of the other
Australian States on oil fuels. Hence we
have an environment of high fuel costs
and the availability in future years of a
reliable energy source which, priced
appropriately in relation to alternative
oil and coal supplies, will make a major
contribution to our Future development.
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The contract between the joint venturers
and the State Energy Commission has
been framed in a way which will ensure
that the gas can be sold commercially
into a mixed energy economy against
competition from oil and coal.
With respect to the size of pipeline
which has been selected, I would like to
assure the member that this size was
chosen as being appropriate to the
quantity of gas contracted for supply to
the south-west. Alternative sizes which
have been mentioned in the past were
based on cost and cost information
available at that time, but the final
choice has taken account of the most
recent cost estimates for pipe supply and
construction, and the interest rates
prevailing at this time.
The member can be assured that the
choice makes substantial provision for
the future and, by the addition of
compressor stations for which provision
is now being made, the volume of gas
transmitted could be increased by about
two-thirds above the initial contract
quantities.
The Government has every confidence in
both its financial advisors and the
project managers, and in the validity of
the basis for the pipeline project.

1390. This question was postponed.

FOREIGN INVESTMENTS
Mfonitoring

1391. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister (or Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(I) On how many occasions in the financial
years 1979-80 and 1980-8 1 did the State
Treasury consult him or his department
as a result of a referral from the foreign
investment review board concerning the
investment of foreign capital in the
Western Australian industrial sector?

(2) If his department does not have any
precise figures which indicate the extent
to which Western Australian
manufacturing industry is foreign
controlled-

(a)
(b)

are "general" figures available;
how can a meaningful overview of
the position be maintained?

(3) Is it the view of his department that
benefits will accrue to the State of
Western Australia in all cases where
foreign take-over capital transfers the
ownership of local Firms to overseas
interests?

(4) (a) Are there any forms of foreign
investment which Government
policy proscribes as being not in the
best interest of the State or where
benefit will not accrue to the State;

(b) if so, will he provide details?
(5) What specific programmes have been

undertaken by his department in recent
years to encourage or achieve
maximisation of local ownership?

(6) If there are no specific figures kept on
the levels of foreign and local ownership
of Western Australian manufacturing
industry, how does the Government
monitor the progress of its policies to
achieve maximum local ownership?

Mr MacK INNON replied:
(1) Over the period 1980-81 one referral

was made to my department. No record
was kept prior to the establishment of an
inter-departmental ministerial
committee in January 1980.

(2) (a) No;
(b) the interdepartmental committee

now registers all referrals to the
State by the FIRS.

(3) and (4) All referrals are analysed on an
individual basis and effect of foreign
ownership determined as to the State's
interest and benefits accruing.

(5) The department consciously endeavours
to maximise local ownership and the
industry incentive schemes are designed
with this in mind. Potential investors are
encouraged to seek local participation in
whatever their venture may be.

(6) As stated in (2), records are now being
kept and the issue will be monitored.

1392. This question was postponed.

BUILDING INDUSTRY
Government Policy

1393. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

Adverting to the answer to question
1313 of 1981 concerning the
Government's "Preference policy" for
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non-metropolitan business firms, what is
the rationale for applying a 5 per cent
preference to country builders whereas
country manufacturers who supply
goods to the State Government receive a
10 per cent preference?

Mr MacICINNON replied:
The rationale for applying a 5 per cent
preference to country builders tendering
for State Government contracts was
based on the following factors-
(a) country builders already enjoy

inbuilt cost advantages, such as
freight on raw materials and
accommodation costs for labour, in
bidding for work in their region;

(b) the State Housing Commission
exercises a conscious policy of
offering small to medium-sized
contracts in the regions and these
are generally not particularly
attractive to the larger metropolitan
contractors.

DROUGHT RELIEF

Loans: Conditions, Number, and Value
1394. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

In respect of drought relief loans to
small businesses in drought-affected
areas of Western Australia-
(a) what are the conditions applying to

the loans;
(b) how many such loan applications

were received by his department
during each of the last three
financial years;

(c) how many loans were approved and
granted;

(d) what is the-
(i) smallest;

(ii) largest;
(iii) average;
size of the loans granted;

(e) what is the total value of drought
relief loans granted in the last three
financial years?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(a) Conditions applying to drought relief

loans to small businesses-
Assistance Available
Loans of up to S401000 at an interest
rate of 4 per cent for a period of up to
five years.

Factors Governing Assistance

(1) Applications restricted to locally
owned businesses in drought
declared areas-partial or
whole-that conduct a substantial
proportion of their business in a
drought affected area.

(2) Funds are to provide carry-on
finance where a business is
threatened with closure due to
drought conditions and the inability
to obtain finance from normal
banking sources.

(3) The applicants should be able to
demonstrate their need for
assistance, their worth to the
community and their viability given
a return to normal seasons,

(4) The loan should be repayable over a
period of up to five years, with a
moratorium on repayment of
capital over the first two years if
required.

(5) Applicants must be actively
engaged in the operation of their
businesses and derive a major
portion of their incomes from those
businesses.

General conditions applicable to loans.

(1) Release of funds to be at the
discretion of the Government
agency department of the Rural
and Industries Bank of W.A.

(2) Security for the loan to be taken
over the assets of the business and
any other assets available from
applicants.

(J) Adequate insurance cover over the
assets of the business must be
maintained at all times.

(4) Repayment Terms-

(i) Two years free of capital
repayments and with the
interest liability in those two
years capitalised if appropriate
at the discretion of the Bank.

(ii) Interest rate to be 4 per cent
per annum.

(iii) Total loan to be repaid over a
maximum of five years
fol lowing the date on which the
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funds are advanced. However,
the account will be reviewed
annually and the loan will be
repaid over a shorter period at
the discretion of the
Government agency
department of the R and I
Bank.

(5) Annual Review
Each loan to be reviewed annually
and financial statements and cash
flow budgets are to be provided to
the Government agency department
of the R and I Bank within three
months.

(b) 1978-79-34
I1979-80-50O
1980-8 1-30.

(c) 61.
(d) (i) $4 000

(ii) $40 000
(iii) $18 260.

(e) $1 113800.

INVENTIONS ACT
Grants, Loans, and Guarantees

1395. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) How many-
(a) grants:
(b) loans;,
(c) guarantees:

have been granted under the auspices of
the Inventions Act of 1975?

(2) What is the total value of grants, loans
and guarantee issued in respect of the
Inventions Act since 1975?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(1) Number of grants, loans and guarantees

approved under the auspices of the
Inventions Act of 1975-
(a) Grants--19;
(b) Loans-6;
(c) Guarantees-Nil.

(2) Total value of grants, loans and
guarantees approved in respect of the
Inventions Act since 1975.
(a) Grants-$25 983.7 1:
(b) Loans-$21 900.00:
(c) Guarantees-Nil.

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE: SCHEMES
Applications

1396. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce;

(1) As at 31 July 198 1-
(a) how many applications have been

received;
(b) how many applications were

approved;
for assistance under the following
schemes-

(i) capital establishment grants
scheme;

(ii) regional industry assistance
grants scheme;

(iii) residual indemnity scheme?
(2) Will he table a copy of material

prepared by his department which is
designed to explain the details or the
above schemes to the business
community?

Mr MacKINNON replied:

(ii) eight;
(iii) nil;

(b) (i) one;
(ii) two;

(iii) nil.
(2) Yes.

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 33 7).

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE: SCHEMES
DlecentiralisatLion

1397. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(I) Further to his answer to question 1312
of 1981 relevant to industry assistance,
how many firms are currently receiving
assistance under the terms of the
Assistance to Decentralized Industry
Act of 1974?

(2) As at 30 June 1981 what was the State
Government's financial commitment
for-
(a) interest subsidies:
(b) pay-roll tax concessions;
(c) rail freight concessions;

as provided by the provisions of the
statute referred to above?
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Mr MacK INNON replied:
(1) 1 would again draw the member's

attention to the fact that the Assistance
to Decentralized Industry Act 1974, was
repealed late last year. There is,
however, an ongoing financial
commitment for 198 1-82 to 22
decentralized manufacturing or
processing operations.

(2) The department has estimated the
ongoing commitment for 198 1-82 to
be-
(a) interest subsidies
(b,) pay-roll tax
(c) rail freight concessions

$20 500
$100 000
$25000.

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES
Applications

1398. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

In respect of the Industries Advances
Act of 1947 which provides for
Government guarantees to the business
sector-
(a) how many applications for

guarantees were made in the
financial year ended 30 June 198 1;

(b) how many applications for
guarantees were approved;

(c) what was the name of the company
and the amount of the guarantee
approved in each case referred to in
(b) above?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(a) 25 applications were received by my

department. This does not include
applications made direct to the
Department of Tourism and
Treasury.

(b) Nine guarantees were approved in
respect of submissions made to my
department.

(c) Tomlinson Siei Limited
Oai Milling of Kamanning
Portable Power Tools Pay. Lid.
Grape Growers Association of

W.&
Esperance Fis*hermena5 Co-

operative Lid.
manjimup Canning Co-opcrativc

o. Ltd.
Manjimtup Canning Co~opcrativc

Co. Lid.
M~anjinsp Canning Co-aperaiive

Co. Lid.
Manjinup Canning Co0-nPerniir

Co. Ltd.

200 000
200 000
16000

70000

10000

$1 100000

242 000

227 000

SI 312 000

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOL
Canning Vale

1399. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it the Government's intention to close
the Canning Vale Primary School?

(2) If so, when?
(3) Is it proposed to construct another

primary school in this area?
(4) If so, when and where?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The current intention is to close the

school at the end of the 1982 school
year.

(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: TERTIARY
Fees

1400. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is the Government planning to repeal or

amend its legislation establishing a
services and amenities fee for tertiary
educational institutions?

(2) If so, what arrangements does the
Government intend to make to finance
student buildings and services?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) No, but the present situation is being

closely monitored.
(2) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Edgewa ter and Hawker

1401. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) (a) Will the Edgewater Primary School
be constructed prior to the
beginning of the 1982 school year;

(b) If not, when will it be constructed?

(2) (a) Will the Hawker Primary School be
constructed prior to the beginning
of the 1982 school year?

(b) if not, when will it be constructed?
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Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) (a) No.
(b) It is anticipated that it will be

constructed prior to the 1983 school
year.

(2) (a) and (b) The construction of this
school is listed for 1982 opening,
pending budget allocation.

EDUCATION

School Swimming Programmes

1402. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Did he tell the Royal Life Saving
Society annual general meeting on 4
July 1981-

1 can state quite unequivocally that
there will be no reductions in any
school swimming programmes?

(2) Did he tell a public meeting at
Geraldton on 28 July 1981 that only
programmes for non-swimmers would
not be cut?

(3) Can he advise which, if either, of these
statements is accurate, and what the
present position is with regard to school
swimming programmes?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) The assurance I gave related to
swimming classes and not to school
swimming programmes generally.

(2) No. I told the public meeting that school
swimming programmes were among
items listed for possible curtailment, but
emphasised that some classes such as
those for non-swimmers and poor
swimmers would be excluded from such
economies.

(3) The Government has not yet given
consideration of any kind to the
proposals.
However, I can assure the House that
the essentials of the swimming
program me-na mely. instruction for
non-swimmers and life saving
instruction-will be preserved.

COMPUTER WARE

Tenders
1403. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Water

Resources:
(1) Is it a fact that the Government did not

accept the lowest tender of
approximately $7 million dollars for the
supply of computer ware for the new
water supply building, but instead
accepted a tender of approximately $8
million dollars?

(2) If so, on what basis was the lowest
tender rejected?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Consultants' recommendation of the

selected equipment based on "a number
of significant advantages to the
Metropolitan Water Board in terms of
power, technical features, support and
flexibility".

1404. This question was postpned.

WATER RESOURCES: RATES

Accounts: Colour Scheme

1405. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Water
Resources:
(1) Is he aware that the colour scheme of

the "rates and charges" accounts issued
by the Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Board-pink
and grey printing on pink paper-causes
problems for people with poor eyesight?

(2) Will he consider taking appropriate
action to retify the situation?

(3) If so, what action?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No.
(2) and (3) The Metropolitan Water Board

has been asked to investigate and take
any appropriate action.

FUEL AND ENERGY: GAS

Private Contractors

1406. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Is it a fact that private contractors are

being retained by the State Energy
Commission to connect gas supplies to
private homes?

(2) If so, why?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) The main purport of the

member's question is not understood.
If he is criticising the granting of work
to private contractors by the State
Energy Commission, then such criticism
is completely rejected,
The Government strongly endorses the
State Energy Commission's policy to
employ private contractors as far as is
practicable, and this policy has been
shown to provide maximum flexibility,
whilst ensuring the best economic
arrangement.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Thornie

1407. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Further to areply to meof 6 May 1981

from the Director General of Education,
has a recommendation yet been made as
to the action to be taken to repair the
roof of the manual arts centre at the
Thornlie Senior High School?

(2) If so-
(a) what action is to be taken;
(b) when will such action be carried

out?
(3) If not, when will the recommendation be

made?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I) to (3) The Public Works Department

has visited the school and its report is
expected shortly.
However, as the matter was raised with
the Public Works Department on 6
May, and also before, I suggest the
question be referred to the Minister for
Works.

RAILWAYS
Kewdale Freight Terminal

1408. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is Kewdale freight terminal to be

handed over to private enterprise?
(2) If "Yes", when will the take-over take

place, and what are the reasons?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) There are no plans for this. However a

variety of alternatives to make rail more
competitive in the general goods traffic
are being looked at by Westrail. One
such alternative is to enter into a joint
venture with a freight forwarder.

(2) Answered by (1).

RAILWAYS
Subiaco Reccival Depot

1409. Mr McOVER, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1I) I s t he Su bia co receivalI depot to close?
(2) If "Yes", when, and why?
Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) There are no immediate plans to close

Westrail's Subiaco receival depot.
However, retention Or otherwise is under
constant review and its future will
depend on transport demand.

(2) Answered in (1).

RAILWAYS
Coal Unloading

1410. Mr MOIVER, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Will the unloading operation of coal at

KewdaLe be handled by private
contract?

(2) If so, who will be the contractors and
would he supply contract details
including price?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The details of this operation have not

yet been determined.

RAILWAYS
"lndian Paciflc"and "Trans.-A ust ralis"

Services
1411. Mr MeIVER, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) Is it intended to place a sit up

coacli-conomy--on the Indian Pacific
and trans-train later this year?
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(2) If so, when will it commence, and what
fare will be charged?

(3) What arrangements will be made for
meals?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) An economy sit-up car-44-seat
capacity-will be attached to the Trans-
Australian service operating between
Port Pinec and Perth with connections to
and from Adelaide on a once-weekly
basis for a three-month trial.

(2) The service in the westbound direction
will commence on Saturday. 5
September 1981 arriving Perth Terminal
at 0700 on Monday, 7 September. The
commencing return eastbound service
will depart Perth Terminal at 2100 on
Monday, 7 September and arrive Port
Pinie at 1225 on Wednesday, 9
September.
Fares will be Adelaide-Perth-
Adult Single
Child/Pensioner

$80
$56

(3) Sit-up passengers will be able to
purchase snacks and liquid refreshments
from the economy club car which is
normally provided on this train.

RAILWAYS

Funding

1412. Mr McOVER, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What finance will be made available in
1981-82 for-

(a) track equipment;

(b) rolling stock;

(c) road services;

(d) Midland workshops; and

(e) any other section of Westrail not
mentioned above?

(2) If finance will be available, what
percentage will be made available by the
Federal Government or other sources,
such as lease arrangements, public loans,
etc.?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) (a) to (e) Assuming that the member is

referring to finance to meet capital
works expenditure I am unable to
provide details as the allocation for
capital works for 1981-82 has not yet
been finalised.

(2) Answered by (1).

TRANSPORT: AIR

Fares: Increases

1413. Mr McIVER, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Is he aware that intrastate air fares have
increased 6.5 per cent from 25 July
1981 ?

(2) if "Yes", and since this is the second
increase in air fares in six months, would
it not be preferable to have an inquiry
similar to the Holcroft inquiry rather
than the present inquiry into Western
Australian airlines?

(3) If "No", would he state his reasons?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) Increases in air fares are generally

related to increase in costs. It would be
frivolous to mount a major inquiry every
time operators have cost increases. It is
only 5 years since a Royal Commission
looked into airline services in Western
Australia. A recommendation of the
Royal Commission was that the system
be reviewed after a few years. That
review is being carried out now.
A major public inquiry is a very costly
exercise-the sort of indulgence we
cannot permit ourselves in a period of
tight financial constraint. The Holcroft
inquiry budget was around $I million
and in view of the recent Federal action
over air fares, it can hardly be claimed
this was money well spent.

RAILWAYS

Westrail: Safety Measures

1414. Mr McIVER. to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Is Westrail contemplating running unit
and block trains without a train guard?
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(2) If "Yes", when is it intended this
operation will commence, and which
services will run with no train guard?

(3) In view of the fact that safety first has
always been the number one rule for
Westrail employees, is not the removal
of train guards a retrograde step in safe
working?

(4) If "No", please state reasons?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) A Committee has been formed to look

into this question and the work is just
commencing. At this stage it is too early
to forecast when the operation will
commence or what services will run. The
railway unions concerned are
represented on the committee.

(3) No.
(4) Modern control and signalling renders a

guard unnecessary on some trains.
Trains in certain European countries
and in the Pilbara in WA have operated
without guards for many years.

TRANSPORT: AIR
Fm ra -State

1415. Mr MOIVER, to the Premier:

(1) In view of the fact that air fares to the
north-west are continuing to rise, will
the Government give TAA an extension
of services to the north-west and so give
air travellers more competitive air
services?

(2) (a) If -No", would he state his reasons;
(b) if "Yes", how soon can discussions

with TAA and the Government
commence?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) and (2) It is too simplistic to
suggest-as the member's question
implis-that the advent of TAA would
reduce fares or abate increases. This is
not the experience in other areas of
Operation in Australia.
However, the overall question involved
will be part of the present review being
undertaken.

WATER RESOURCES
Aga ton

1416. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) Does the Government intend to proceed
with the Agaton water scheme?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If "Yes", when?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (3) A decision whether to proceed or

not is expected to be made in the
relatively near future. A cost-benefit
study under the co-ordination of the
Treasury Department has recently been
completed and is now being considered
by the Government.

TRANSPORT: AIR
Kalgoorlie to Adelaide

1417. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is he aware that there is considerable
interest in the eastern goldfields in a
regular air service between Kalgoorlie
and Adelaide?

(2) Does the Government have any attitude
or policy in regard to such a service?

(3) What would be the major impediments
in introducing such a service?

Mr RUSH-TON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government would be pleased to see

a Kalgoorlie-Adelaide service
implemented. However, as such a service
would be on an interstate route, it would
be outside the State's jurisdiction.

(3) If TAA, Ansett, or Air WA were not
interested in providing a Kalgoorlie-
Adelaide air service, the major
impediment to its introduction would be
the directives given to the Federal
Department of Transport in the two-
airline policy legislation. That
department has responsibility N for
licensing airline services on interstate
routes.

MINING ACT 1978
Amendments arnd Regulations

1418. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) When does the Government intend to

make public the proposed new
regulations to the new Mining Act?
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(2) What amendments does the Government
intend to make to the new Mining Act
and when will they be made public?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The proposed regulations to the Mining
Act 1978 will be tabled at the same time
as amendments to the Act are
introduced. However, as the member
will be aware, discussions have been held
with sections of the industry relative to
the proposed regulations and, in
particular, referring to the amendments
which have been made following
consideration of the public submissions
received.

(2) 1 refer the member to the answer given
to question 1345 on Thursday, 6 August
1981.

MINING ACT 1978

Amendments

1419. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Mines:

(1) What amendments does the Government
intend to make to the new Mining Act
prior to its implementation?

(2) When is it intended to introduce such
amendments?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) See answer to question 1418.

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION

Eastern Gold fields

1420. Mr GRILL, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Regional
Administration and the North West:

In view of the fact that the regional
administrator for the eastern goldfields
notified his intention of vacating the
position last year and the position has
remained vacant for most of this year up
to the present date-

(a) is the position to be filled at all;.
(b) if so, why has there been the

prolonged delay in filling the
position;

(c) has the Government finally realised
that the regional administrator
system as presently set up is
possibly useless and therefore needs
to be scrapped?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(a) to (c) The position has been
advertised and applications are now
with the Public Service Board.
The State Government is satisfied
that the regional administration
system is providing a valuable
service to the regions; however, in
view of the current Financial
problems the Government is
reviewing all Government activities
to see what changes are necessary.
A decision
be made
complete
known.

on this appointment will
when the review is

and likely funding is

*FUEL AND ENERGY:
ELECTRICITY

Kalgoorlie: Connection Fee

1421. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

(1) Is it fact that under the Town of
Kalgoorlie electric power generation
scheme domestic and other users paid an
initial connection fee of $15 which was
refundable at the end of the contract
period?

(2) Is it fact that under the electric power
scheme as administered by the State
Energy Commission in Kalgoorlie and
Boulder subscribers pay a S20
connection fee which is non-refundable?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) The Town of Kalgoorlie did not have an
initial connection fee, as such. However,
customers were required to provide a
refundable security deposit against non-
payment of their account. I understand
$20 deposit was required for a normal
house, and $30 for a flat. Higher levels
were required for non-domestic
installations.

(2) The State Energy Commission charges
an account establishment fee of $20.
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This fee is intended to cover the average
cost of establishing a new account or
transferring an existing one, including
field operations such as the additional
meter reading and installation of fuses.
and the various administrative costs.
The cost of these operations is now
borne by those customers incurring the
costs, rather than all customers
contributing through general revenue,
irrespective of whether they required the
service.
The fee is not confined to Kalgoorlie,
and applies to all customers supplied by
the commission.
The town council was aware of the fee
when accepting the Government's offer
to join the country towns assistance
scheme.

HOSPITALS: FEES
Otpatients

1422. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 1296 of 1981
relevant to out patients fees, which
person in the hospital will be responsible
for giving consideration to claims by
patients for reduction or waiving of
hospital accounts?

(2) Will the person responsible for making
decisions on reducing or waiving hospital
accounts be making "off the cuff"
decisions or will a standard set of
guidelines or requirements be used?

(3) If a standard set of guidelines or
requirements are to be used in hospitals
for determining whether accounts will
be waived or reduced, can he arrange for
me to be provided with details of those
guidelines?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) An officer appointed by the

administrator of the hospital.
(2) Each case will be considered on its

merits, depending on the ability of the
person responsible to pay for the services
rendered.

(3) Answered by (2).

HEALTH

Hearing Aids
1423. Mr H-ODGE, to the Minister for Health:

'in view of comments made in The West
Australian of 30 June 1981 by Dr Harry
Blackmore, President of the Australian

Deafness Council, is the Government
prepared to give consideration to
introducting legislation to require
registration and minimum standards of
training for audiometrists in this State?

Mr YOUNG replied:
At the 1981 Australian Health
Ministers Conference the need for
legislation to control sale and fitting of
hearing aids and the qualifications of
persons selling and fitting the aids was
discussed and it was agreed that
Victoria and New South Wales would
jointly prepare legislation which would
then be distributed to the other States
for consideration.
There is already a well-established
training course conducted by
WAIT-Aid for audiometrists.
Regulations at present in draft form for
hearing conservation in industry will
require approval of the Commissioner of
Public Health for any person to piractise
audiometry under the provisions of the
Noise Abatement Act. Approval will
be given only to persons suitably trained,
who have had experience under the
supervision of an approved audiometrist
and may require examination by the
department.
The need for legislation will be
considered further when the draft for
uniform legislation is received.

HEALTH: MENTAL

Hospital Patients: Persona)
Possessions

1424. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Further to question 1248 of 1981
relevant to mental health provisions,
why is it that patients in approved
mental hospitals, other than those
declared incapable, are not permitted to
have control of their own money and
valuables?

(2) Does the current prohibition on the
control by patients of their own money
and valuables apply to voluntary
patients as well as involuntary patients?

2768



[Wednesday, 12 August 198 11 26

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) It is not a correct assumption that all

patients are not permitted to have
control of their own money and
valuables. The condition of a number of
patients is at times such that, even
though they have not formally been
deemed incapable, in their own interest
their valuables are looked after by the
hospital,

(2) No.

HEALTH: MENTAL
Hospitals: Catering

1425. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Further to question 1247 of 1981
relevant to mental health services, can
he explain why dietitians are found to be
necessary in most large general hospitals
but are apparently not necessary in the
large mental hospitals?

Mr YOUNG replied:
The catering staff of Mental Health
Services are highly qualified in
their field. The catering manager is a
graduate of the City and Guilds
(England), holds a Diploma of the
Royal Institute of Public Health and
Hygiene (England) and is a Fellow of
the Catering Institute of Australia, as is
his assistant manager.
The food supervisor holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Home Economics, is
an Associate Member of the Catering
Institute of Australia, and an Associate
of the Home Economics Association.
These senior staff members are in
regular consultation with the dieticians
employed by the Hospital and Allied
Services and the Queen Elizabeth 11
Medical Centre.

HEALTH: MENTAL HEALTH
SERV ICES

Director: Annual Report 19 79-1980
1426. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Can it be taken from his answer to
question 1239 of 1981 relevant to the
establishment of a psychiatric hospital,
that whilst the Government is
committed to the continued provision or
a psychiatric hospital south of the river

there is no commitment as to the future
role of Heathcote Hospital?

Mr YOUNG replied:
There is no present intention by the
Government to close Heathcote Hospital
or to sell the Heathcote land. This does
not imply any commitment to retain
Heathcote Hospital as a psychiatric unit
in perpetuity, any more than it would
have been appropriate to have adopted
such a stance in relation to Swanbourne
Hospital prior to the sale of Greenpiace.

HEALTH: MENTAL
Hospitals: Heathcofe

1427. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Is the Government giving consideration
to closing Heathcote Hospital and
selling the land?

Mr YOUNG replied:
No.

HEALTH: MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Pyrton Training Centre

1428. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that between January and
August 1980 some 300 to 400 staff of
the division of the intellectually
handicapped attended special four week
long full-time training courses at Pyrton
for precision teaching?

(2) Is it a fact that the skills taught to the
staff during the "precision teaching"
course have not been utilised by the
department and that proposed new
programmes designed around the course
were never implemented?

(3) Is it a fact that many of the staff who
attended the precision teaching course
are now attending a further very similar
course at Pyrton called the aims system?

(4) Is it a fact that staff levels at some
special care hostels are dangerously low
whilst approximately one third of the
staff are away attending the training
course?

(5) Does the division of intellectually
handicapped have a maximum staff to
client ratio that is adhered to at all
times?

2769



2770 [ASSEMBLY]

(6) Approximately how much did it cost to
run the precision training course and
how much will it cost for the aims
system course?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) 70 staff from special care hostels

attended four week courses between
January and August 1980-3 courses
were held. One week of each course was
devoted to precision teaching. 50 social
trainers during their eight week TAFE
course were instructed in precision
teaching for approximately four days in
each course.

(2) No. However, implementation was not
as complete as had been expected by the
end of 1980. However, precision
teaching and the AIMS system have
been introduced at all special care
hostels now.

(3) No. Precision teaching is a special
technique for breaking down skills into
their component parts and presenting
them in a format suitable for the
instruction of clients of the division. The
AIMS system is a goal-setting and
recording technique as well as a
teaching schedule of the skills to be
taught. Each skill is taught by precision
teaching techniques.

(4) No. However, the absence or staff on
training courses necessarily involves a
reduction in client training for the
period of the course. The staff level is
not, and would not, be reduced to a level
where any danger to a client could be
contemplated.

(5) No. The client-staff ratio varies
according to the type of unit the client is
in and the intensity of the training
required. This will vary from time to
time.

(6) Costs cannot be ascertained without
enormous and unnecessary labour. The
costs of all training are contained within
the normal expenses of the division. In
general it could be said that the cost of
training staff improves the skills of the
intellectually handicapped and is thus a
cost reducing factor.

H EA LTH
Cancer Patients

1429. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:
It was reported in The West Australian
of 5 August 1981 that the State
Government had agreed in principle to

support the development of a hospice
and palliative care service for cancer
patients. Will he detail-
(a) what form the Government's

support of this project will take;
(b) will funds be allocated for this

purpose in the forthcoming Budget;
(c) if not, why not?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(a) to (c) The statement reported in

The West Australian on 5 August
1981 was made by the Cancer
Council of WA.
No financial support is required
from the State Government for
activities this financial year as they
will be financed by the Cancer
Council.

LAND

Swanbourne Hospital

1430. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

Will he give an assurance that if land
adjacent to Swanbourne Hospital is to
be sold he will ensure that
maximum benefit is obtained, for the
Government by arranging for the Land
Council, Rural and Industries Bank, or
some other appropriate agency to
subdivide and sell the land rather than
allowing private developers to profit
from the sale?

Mr YOUNG replied:
If land adjacent to Swanbourne Hospital
is to be sold, disposal of the land will be
undertaken in such a way as to obtain
optimum benefit for the Mental Health
Services.

HEALTH: MENTAL

Nursing Course

1431. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health;

(1) Is it a fact that expected August 1981
intake for the three year mental health
nurse course has been cancelled?

(2) If "Yes", why was the intake cancelled?
(3) Is it a fact the next intake for the

abovementioned course is not scheduled
until February 1982?
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(4) Can he give an assurance that the
February 1982 intake will not be
cancelled?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(I)
(2)

(3)
(4)

Yes.
Nursing staff numbers employed and in
training are such that it was considered
that the August intake could be
dispensed with. Numbers accepted for
future intakes will be monitored to
ensure that, as far as is practicable,
numbers graduating will meet
anticipated needs.
Yes.
Yes.

143 2. This question was postponed.

HOSPITALS: MEDICAL STAFF
Travel and Research Fund

1433. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is it a fact that each teaching hospital
administers on behalf of the medical
staff a fund called the travel and
research fund, or some similar title?

(2) Can he provide full details about the
travel and research fund in each hospital
including the following information-
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

the amount currently held in each
fund:
the purpose the fund is used for in
each hospital;
the travel and research fund's
source in each instance;
the names and positions of those
people responsible in each hospital
for the administration and
operation of the fund?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) and (2) A considerable amount of

research is required in order to answer
the member's question.
The answer will be provided in writing
when the information has been collated.

HEALTH
Irrabeena Centre

1434. Mr HODGE. to the Minister for Health:
(I) Further to question 1253 of 1981

relevant to the Irrabeena cenitre, if
sound-proofing is required in the
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Irrabeena. centre why was it not installed
in the building at the time of
construction?

(2) Was the cost of sound-proofing included
in the original estimate of cost for the
construction of the Irrabeena. centre?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) The original partitioning whilst

adequate for normal office situations did
not provide a sufficient level of sound
control to ensure privacy for staff
interviewing clients and their families.
As a result additional measures are
being taken to ensure that privacy is
achieved.

(2) No.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE

Wages Staff
1435. Mr BRYCE, to the Speaker:

(1) How many wages employees are
employed at Parliament House?

(2) To whom are they responsible?
(3) Are they covered by an industrial award

or agreement?
(4) If so, will he provide details?
(5) If there is not an industrial award or

agreement registered with the Industrial
Commission how are the employees
made aware of the terms and conditions
of their employment?

(6) Will he table a copy of the terms and
conditions of employment of all
staff-wages and salaried?

(7) I f not, why not?
The SPEAKER replied:
(1) to (7) These are matters more

appropriately for the Joint House
Committee to deal with. I shall request
the chairman of that committee to
furnish the information direct to the
member.

FRUIT: APPLES
Granny Smith

t436. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(I) How many applications for tree pull

assistance for the Granny Smith variety
have been received to this time since the
scheme was announced?
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(2) How many acres of orchard are involved
in the applications received?

(3) What amount of Finance is available for
the scheme, from what source is it
derived and what amount from each
source?

(4) What level of compensation is it
proposed to pay?

(5) What are the criteria for payment?

(6) (a) Will payment be made on a first-
come basis; or

(b) is there some other basis of
determination; and

(c) if so, what is it?
Mr OLD replied:
(1) 79 applications have been received for

orchard restructuring assistance under
the apple industry assistance scheme.
Most are for removal of Granny Smith
trees. Exact proportions are not yet
known.

(2) 264 hectares.
(3) $760 000 has been allocated for tree pull

over the next four years, of which half is
provided by the Commonwealth and half
by the State.

(4) A maximum of $10 per tree for total
removal of an apple orchard. A
maximum of S8 per Granny Smith tree
where part only of the planting of that
variety is removed from an orchard.
A maximum of $8 per tree for
replacement of Granny Smith trees by
red varieties, up to a limit of $2 000 per
individual orehardist.

(5) Orchardists removing trees will be
contracted not to replant for Five years.

(6) (a) Yes.
(b) and (c) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Manjimup

1437. Mr EVANS. to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the $50 000 grant to the Manjimup

Senior High School for the purpose of
constructing a gymnasium which he
stated would be made without any
conditions or qualifications, been made
yet?

(2) If "No"-
(a) is it intended to make this grant;
(b) when will it be made;
(c) will it be subject to any conditions?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1)
(2)

No.
(a) to (c) The grant will be made when
the plans and specifications, to be
submitted by the local committee, are
approved by the Public Works
Department. It is expected that there
will be local input to the project.

STATE FORESTS
"A Forest Worth Preserving". Tabling

1438. Mr EVANS, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Forests:

Will the Minister table a copy of the
paper "A Forest Worth Preserving" to
which reference was made in the 1980
Forests Department annual report?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
Less than 10 copies Of this document
were prepared. They are photographic
and cartographic and are unable to be
readily reproduced, but a photocopy of
the text will be placed on the Table of
the House tomorrow.

WATER RESOURCES:
CATCHMENT AREAS

Warren, Wellington, and Kent Rivers and
Muandaring

1439. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Works:

(1) Have the changed guidelines for clearing
controls and compensation procedures
for land in the Warren, Wellington,
Munda ring, and Kent Rivers catchment
areas been completed?

(2) If "Yes", when is it expected that they
will be proclaimed?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is it expected that
they will be finalised?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) An amended version of the guidelines is

presently t'nder consideration.
(2) It is not necessary to proclaim the

guidelines as they are not statutory
provisions.

(3) Answered by (I).
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WATER RESOURCES
Salinity Control

1 440. Mr EVANS, to the Minister for Works:

Has an interdepartmental co-ordinating
committee in connection with salinity
control of farming areas been set up,
and if so-
(a) what is the name of such

committee;
(b) who are the members and what

departments or authorities does
each represent;

(c) when was this committee formed;,
(d) what are the requirements of its

reporting?
Mr MENSAROS replied:

(a) Yes, an interdepartmental soil
conservation-salinity co-ordinating
committee has been established.

(b) The members are-

(c)
(d)

Director of Agriculture
Director of Engineering, PWD
Director of Conservation &
Environment
Conservator of Forests
Commissioner of Soil
Conservation
Senior Research Scientist,
Dept. of Conservation and
Environmnt-in his capacity
as chairman of the research
steering committee.

April 1981.
It reports to a Cabinet
subcommittee comprising the
Ministers for Agriculture, Works
and Water Resources, Lands and
Forests, and Conservation and
Environment.

LAND
Australian Paper Manufacturers Ltd.

1441. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for
Resources Development:
(1) What is the nature of the agreement

between the Government and Australian
Pulp and Paper Mills which allows that
company to object to any developments
adjacent to its land near Bibra Lake?

(2) When was this agreement made?
(3) Will he table any documentation

relating to this agreement?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (3) The purport of the question is not

clear. I presume that the member refers
to the Agreement Act to which the
Government and Australian Paper
Manufacturers Ltd. are parties, and
which was ratified by the Paper Mill
Agreement Act of this Parliament, No.
4 3of 1960.
The Agreement Act contains no
provision as suggested.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AUTHORITY

Beach Sand; Blackening
1442. Mr PARKER, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment:

(1) Does the Minister's department or the
Environmental Protection Authority
know what is causing the blackening of
beach sand at South Beach, Fremantle,
and south of that beach near the
Bradford Kendall foundry?

(2) If "Yes", what is the cause?
(3) Would the dumping of carting sand by

Bradford Kendall be a contributing
factor and, if so, to what extent?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No, but the matter will be investigated

and the member will be advised.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.

LAND
Reserve No. 24787

1443. M r PARKER, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Lands:
(1) Has the Minister had an approach from

Bradford Kendall foundry or any
associated company, to acquire all or
any of Reserve No. 24787, south of
South Beach, Fremantle?

(2) If "Yes", what is the nature of the
approach?

(3) Is the Minister aware that Bradford
Kendall is using a portion of that "A"-
class reserve for the unsightly storage of
foundry equipment and material?

(4) What does the Government intend to do,
either about the approach, if there is
one, or to stop this use of a reserve?
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Mrs CRAIG replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) By letter dated 8 April. 1981, in which

the company requested a lease of portion
of the reserve upon which they had
stored equipment and plant.

(3) Yes. The reserve however is not an "A"-
class reserve, but is a "C"-class reserve
vested in the Town of Cockburn.

(4) Lands Department has informed
Bradford Kendall that it is not in a
position to offer a lease as requested. It
is understood that the company is
negotiating with the Town of Cockburn
which is responsible for the control and
management of the reserve and an
indication of council's attitude is
awaited.

1444. This question was postponed.

WASTE DISPOSAL

Liquid: Metropolitan Water Board
1445. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Water

Resources:

(1) Is he aware of speculation in local
government circles that the Government
may have the Metropolitan Water
Supply. Sewerage, and Drainage Board
take over the regulation and control over
septic tanks including collection and
frequency of collection?

(2) Is there any fact to any such
speculation, or any of the matters being
speculated upon?

(3) If -Yes" to (2). what are the
Government's plans in this area?

(4) If "No" to (2), does the Government
have any plans with regard to control
over septic tanks?

Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) No.
(2) Speculations are-as a rule-not based

on facts.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) A Cabinet subcommittee has been

appointed to report on methods for
improving the performance of septic
tanks. Investigations now in course could
result in an upgrading of the regulations
issued under the Health Act.

LAND: WOODMAN POINT
Department for Youth, Sport and

Recreation
1446. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for

Recreation:

(1) Is the Department for Youth Sport and
Recreation to have control of the
Woodman Point former quarantine
station or any portion thereof?

(2) If "Yes", which portions?
(3) Has the Public Health Department

condemned the kitchen of the old
station?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), what would be the cost
of rebuilding or refurbishing it to
comply with Public Health Department
standards?

(5) Does the department have the funds to
develop and utilise this whole area?

(6) If "No" to (5), when will it have those
funds?

(7) When is it intended that the area will be
available for public use?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:.
(1) Yes.
(2) The Department for Youth, Sport and

Recreation-DYSR-has been granted
control over that part of the old
quarantine station reserve containing the
buildings and a surrounding area of
land. This area, although fenced, has nor
yet been defined by survey. Pending a
decision on the development and
management of the plans of the reserve
the DYSR is co-operating with the
MRPA in regard to the camp and
maintenance of the area outside of the
campsite.

(3) Yes.
(4) In November 1980 the estimated cost of

renovations to bring the kitchen building
up to the standard required was $72 500
and the estimated cost of a new building
and equipment was $98 250. The
construction of a new building was
recommended, however the lowest
tender received in May 1981 was
$ 132 900. As funding to this extent was
not available the work could not
proceed.

(5) The dormitories and other buildings are
now equipped and ready for use.
Funding for the replacement kitchen has
been requested as the department's No.
I priority in the capital works
program me.
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(6) The decision on funding will not be
known until the budgets are finalised.

(7) The recreational campside facility
cannot be used for camping until the
kitchen facilities are available. The
department has planned to make the
grounds and other facilities available for
day picnic use by organised community
groups this coming summer.

LAND: WOODMAN POINT

Cockburn Power Boat Club
1447. M r PARKER, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Lands;

(I) In whose name is it intended to vest the
land at Woodman Point which is to be
used by the Cockburn Power Boat Club

aInd what is to be the nature of the
vesting?

(2) Will this proposed vesting create
problems for the club in having loans
advanced to them?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will the Government
undertake to advance them the money,
or alternatively guarantee other
advances made to them; or will the
Government consider vesting the land
With the Cockburn City Council so that
it may arrange For the advancement of
loans?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(I) to (3) Although there is an interim

management arrangement proposed, the
Government has not yet made a firm
decision on the vesting of the land in
question.

CEMETERIES ACT
Amendment

1448. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Does the Government intend to legislate
in line with recommendations of the
Cemeteries Act review committee
report?

(2) If "No", what does the Government
intend to do, if anything, in relation to
cemetery management and legislation?

(3) In particular, does the Government
intend to legislate to provide for a
metropolitan cemetery board?

(4) Is there any intention by the
Government to take over, or to allow or
legislate for, a central body to take over
the Fremantle Cemetery from the local
government authorities which currently
control it?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) to (4) The report is merely an interim

one which was prepared by the
Cemeteries Act review committee for
the purpose of soliciting comment on its
draft proposals for a revision of the
Cemeteries Act.
After consideration of any submissions
which may be made as a result of the
interim report, the committee will make
a final report containing its firm
recommendations.
The Government will decide the issues
involved in the review once it has
received the final report.

FUEL AND ENERGY: NATURAL GAS

Availability, and Pipeline
1449. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Fuel

and Energy:

(1) What will be the situation with the
availability of natural gas to industrial
purchasers during each of the years-

(a) 1981;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984;
(e) 1985?

(2) What will be the availability of gas in
the same years to new industries or
existing industries wanting to change to
use of natural gas?

(3) Has the State Energy Commission
considered the need to build a spur line
or lines to allow the existing Dongara to
Perth pipeline to have access to natural
Las from reserves close to Perth such as
the Strata Oil inds at Woodada?

(4) What would be the estimated costs of
such a spur or spurs?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) (a) to (e) The expected availability of

natural gas for domestic, commercial
and industrial customers in the South-
west of the State from both Dongara
and the North-West Shelf North
Rankin Fields in the years 1981 to 1985
are as follows-
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1981 to 1984: approximately 2.3 million
cubic metres per day, declining to about
two million cubic metres per day.
1985: 10.82 million cubic metres per
day.
Until North-West gas arrives in late
1984 all gas in the south-west is
produced by WA PET at Dongara and is
contracted to existing customers.

(2) As all future Dongara production is
committed to existing users in the period
from 1981 to 1985, no new customers
can be supplied with gas until North-
West Shelf gas becomes available, or
other economic reserves are discovered
and developed in the south-west of the
State.

(3) Strata Oil Company and its partners
announced in 1980 that they wished to
construct a pipeline linking their
Woodada gas discovery prospect to the
Dongara-to-Peirth pipeline. Pipe was
purchased by the explorers for this spur
line. Further evaluation work by Strata
and its partners in 1981 has resulted in
them re-evaluating their gas discoveries
and it is now understood that they may
not wish to construct a pipeline, because
of uncertainty about the extent of their
gas reserves.

(4) This information may be available from
the Strata Oil Company.

FUEL AND ENERGY:
NATURAL GAS

Swan Portland Cemnent Ltd.

1450. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) Has Swan Portland Cement been a
purchaser of natural gas from Dongara?

(2) When does its current contract expire?
(3) Has the company attempted to secure

further supplies of gas after the expiry
of this contract?

(4) Has it been able to, and if so for how
long?

(5) When will natural gas from the North-
West Shelf be available for potential
customers such as Swan Portland
Cement?

(6) Has the Swan Portland Cement
Company decided to switch from gas to
coal as a result of an inability of the
State Energy Commission to guarantee
supply of gas whilst waiting for the
arrival of North-West Shelf gas?

(7) If "Yes" to (6), does this mean that the
company is unlikely now to be a
purchaser of north-west gas when it
finally does come on stream?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes, under the terms of a commercially

negotiated agreement between the
company and the pipeline operator.

(2) 1 am advised that it is now understood to
expire in January 1982.

(3) An approach has been made to the State
Energy Commission.

(4) The Energy Commission has insufficient
reserves to guarantee a gas supply at
present.

(5) Second half of 1984 on current
predictions.

(6)
(7)

I am advised so.
This is a commercial decision to be
made by the company in the light of
alternative fuels available at that time.

1451. This question was post poned,

LAND: RURAL
Foreign Investment

1452. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Was he correctly reported in The West
Australian of 10 August 1981, page 19,
wherein he is quoted as having said that
the State Government has had talks
with bodies from Asian countries on the
issue of speculative investment in
Western Australian rural properties?

(2) With which bodies in which Asian
countries have representatives of the
Western Australian Government
discussed the issue?

(3) Who were the representatives of the
State Government who participated in
the talks?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) The report in The West Australian of 10

August is correct. I did make a general
statement to that effect.
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(2) and (3) Given the nature of the
discussions I consider it would be
inappropriate to list the countries
involved, and I am not prepared to do so.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Belmont

1454. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister
Education:

With respect to plans to rebuild Belmont
Senior High School-

PASTORAL LEASES
Foreign Ownership

1453. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Lands:

(1) How many pastoral leases have been
transferred to individuals or investment
groups resident outside Australia during
the last three financial years?

(2) Have discussions been entered into, or
has an application been made to convert
leasehold land at Camballin into
freehold land?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

(1) Lands Department does not maintain
any specific record of foreign or overseas
interests in pastoral leases.
However, it is known that there is either
total or partial overseas involvement in
proprietorship and/or control in 17
pastoral leases.
In addition there are nine pastoral leases
held by various mining companies some
of which are believed to contain a
component of overseas interests.
While in October 1979 Cabinet adopted
the general philosophy of foreign
ownership not being in excess of 50 per
cent unless where mining companies are
also holding the pastoral lease, it
nevertheless requested the Minister for
Lands to refer to it those applications
where greater Australian involvement is
unavailable.

(2) It would appear that this question is
related to that asked
yesterday-question 1379-and it is
reiterated that land at Camballin is held
subject to the Northern Developments
Pty. Limited Agreement Act 1969-78
and can be freeholded in accordance
with the terms and conditions of that
Act. Ratification of a variation
agreement is anticipated in the current
parliamentary session.

(a) has the documentation
completed for the first stage;

(b) when will tenders be called?

been

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(a) The Public Works Department has

advised that documentation will be
complete by 28 August.

(b) A decision on tendering will be
made after the State Budget is
brought down.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Criteria for City

1455. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local
Government:

With reference to the need for a country
town to attain a population of 20000
and hold it for three years in order to be
gazetted as a city, is it her department's
policy to require a census count to prove
a population of 20 000 in the first year
or are Australian Bureau of Statistics
estimates accepted?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
Estimates provided by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics are sufficient.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
John Wilicock and Geraldeon

1456. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has the Government completed the
survey of intake areas of bath John
Willcock High School and Geraldton
Senior High School as indicated in his
letter of 13 May to the school principal?

(2) If "Yes", what conclusions has the
Government drawn from the survey?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is it expected the
survey will be completed?

for
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(4) Is he aware that new buildings will be
needed at Geraldton Senior High School
in the very near future unless action is
taken to redistribute students from
Geraldton Senior High School to John
Willcock High School?

(5) Will he please act to overcome the
present imbalance by immediately
announcing the extension of John
Willcock High School to year I I in
1982 and year 12 in 1983?

(6) If "No" to (5), why not?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The analysis has not yet been completed.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Yes.
(5) and (6) The Education Department will

take no action until the survey data has
been analysed and evaluated.

INSURANCE: STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Ceraldton
1457. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Labour

and Industry:
Further to his answer to part (2) of
question 1347 of 1981, when does the
State Government Insurance Office
anticipate opening a branch office in
Geraldton?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
A branch will be opened when all
aspects have been considered and it can
be expected that the branch will have a
reasonable chance of being economically
successful.

1458. This question was postponed.

FUEL AND ENERGY: PETROL
Wholesale Fuel Depots

1459. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) Is it a fact that the Government is again

considering the question of retail sales of
petrol from wholesale fuel depots?

(2) If "Yes", when is it expected that any
recommendations arising from the
review will be implemented?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not known.

DEC ENTRAL ISATION

Decentralisation Advisory Board

1460. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

Will he please list all Western
Australian firms and agencies which
have received assistance from the
Federal Government's decentralisation
advisory board including the amount of
assistance, the type of assistance, and
the purpose for which the assistance was
granted?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
I am advised that the assistance
provided to Western Australian firms
and agencies under this programme is as
follows-
(I) COMPUTER AND MANAGE-

MENT SERVICES-ALBANY
SI115 000 to establish a regional
computer and data processing
facility.

(2) WEST OCEAN CANNING PTY.
LTD.-ESPERANCE
$306 000 to establish a fish receival
and processing depot at Esperance.

(3) MALLINA HOLDINGS LTD.-
GERALDTON
$1 million for its attapulgite
processing plant at Geraldton.

(4) ALBANY CONVALESCENT
HOSPITAL-ALBANY
$600 000 for the construction of a
nursing home.

(5) BUNBURY FOODS PTY.
LTD.-BUNBURY
$1 600 000 to fund the deposit
required for the construction of an
oil seed solvent extraction plant at
Bunbury.

(6) HUNTS FOODS PTY. LTD.-
ALBANY
$750 000 to facilitate purchase of
the former SOFP factory and
installation of additional equipment
for processing of vegetables and
new varieties of fish.
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(7) PILBARA FITNESS CENTRES
PTY. LTD-PORT HEDLAND
$200 000 for the construction or a
squash and fitness centre at Port
Hedland.

(8) WHARNCLIFFE PTY. LTD.-
DAR DAN UP
SI million for the construction of a
new pine sawmill at Dardanup.

(9) OSBORNE METAL INDUS-
TRIES-(KARRATHA) PTY.
LTD.
$263 000 for the establishment of a
sheet metal products factory at
Karratha.

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION

Government Policy

1461. Mr CARR, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Regional
Administration and the North West:

(1) Is he aware of extensive rumours that
the Government proposes to disband the
Office of' Regional Administration and
to close the regional offices in the
southern half of the State?

(2) Does the Government intend to take this
action, and if so, when?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
The State Government is looking at all
aspects of Government service to See
what changes may be necessary to meet
the current financial restrictions.
Decisions on any matters currently
under review by the Cabinet expenditure
review committee will not be made
known until the State Budget is
announced.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT

Rates: Interim Valuations

1462. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Local
Government:

(1) Has the Government given any recent
consideration to amending the Local
Government Act to reallow pro rata
rating on interim valuations?

(2) If "Yes", what is the result of such
reconsideration?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) A decision has not been made. It is one

of the many rating issues presently
under consideration.

HEALTH

Geriatric and Psychiatric Units

1463. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:
(1) On page 60 or The West Australian of

Monday, 10 August, an article titled
"New Units Planned for Geriatrics"
quoted a joint statement by the Minister
for Works (Mr Mensaros) and the
Minister for Health (Mr Young) and
the construction of new geriatric and
psychiatric care units at the Lemnos,
Swan Districts, Osborne Park, and
Bentley Hospitals. The article says the
new units will replace existing geriatric
and psychiatric facilities at Swanbourne
Hospital. Who will be the employer of
the nurses to be employed in-

(a) geriatric units;
(b) psychiatric units?

(2) What qualifications will nurses
required to have to be employed in-

be

(a) geriatric units;
(b) psychiatric units?

(3) What will happen to the nursing staff
employed at Swanbourne Hospital at the
time of its closure?

Mr YOUNG replied:

(I)

(2)

(a) Department of Hospital and Allied
Services;

(b) Mental Health Services.
(a) General nursing qualifications;
(b) Psychiatric nursing qualifications

and, where appropriate, general
nurse qualifications.

(3) All nursing staff employed
Swanbourne Hospital at the time of
closure will be offered employment
the replacement units.

at
its
in

HEALTH: MENTAL

Graylands Hospital: Security

1464. Mr HODGEto the Minister for Health:
The Western Mail or 27 June 1981
reported that a State Cabinet committee
had been formed to investigate security
at Graylands Hospital. The committee
was comprised of the Attorney General
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(Mr Medcalf), the Minister for Police
(Mr Hassell), and the Minister for
Health (Mr Young). What are the
recommendations of die Cabinet
committee with respect to security at
Graylands Hospital?

Mr YOUNG replied:
The newspaper report quoted is
incorrect. No Cabinet committee has
been formed for the purpose stated in
that report. The security ward at
Graylands Hospital was visited by the
Attorney General, Chief Secretary, and
me. Inspections have also been made by
senior officers of the three departments.
Specific recommendations have not yet
been proposed.
At hospital level, measures to improve
security and safety have been instituted
at the security ward. These have
included additional security fencing, the
provision of additional and stronger
doors, strengthened windows, and
improved locks.

TOWN PLANNING BOARD
Dianella Drive

1465. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) Does the State Housing Commission
intend to comply with the conditions
imposed by the Town Planning Board in
relation to the revised subdivisional
layout incorporating Dianella Drive?

(2) If "Yes", when will the commission be
submitting the plan or diagram of
survey for the Town Planning Board's
endorsement?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) and (2) Information relating to the

Town Planning Board's conditions is still
awaited by the State Housing
Commission.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Morley

1466. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Have plans been drawn up for

improvements to the manual arts centre
at Morley Senior High School to

overcome the noise problem which has
affected proper use of the centre since
its completion eight years ago?

(2) If "Yes", does this plan include partition
walls with a special surface to deaden
sound and double glazing of windows?

(3) In view of the fact that these
improvements have been under
consideration for at least three years,
and that similar improvements have long
been incorporated in manual arts centres
at high schools of similar design at
Thornlie and Girrawbeen, when will
work begin on such improvements at
Morley Senior High School?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) Funding is not yet available to

undertake this project.

HOUSING: GRANNY FLATS
Transportable

1467. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) What progress has been made in the
interdepartmental discussions being held
regarding the proposal to subsidise
transportable granny flats?

(2) In view of the fact that such schemes are
already operating successfully elsewhere
in Australia, why has there been such a
long delay in reaching a decision on this
matter?

Mr LAURANCE replied:

(1) A departmental inquiry has been
conducted and a scheme to assist
families to house their aged relatives is
currently under consideration at
ministerial level.

(2) l am aware that a scheme is in operation
in Victoria, and that to implement that
scheme extensive amendment to the
uniform building regulations and the
Housing Act was a prerequisite.
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SHOPPING CENTRES: DEVELOPMENT
Metropolitan Region Planning

Authority: Approvals
1468. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Urban

Development and Town Planning:
(I) Has the Metropolitan Region Planning

Authority amended the clause to extend
its control of approvals for shopping
centre developments from those up to
9 000 square metres to those up to 5 000
square metres?

(2) If "No", when will this amended control
become operative?

(3) Why was this extension of control
limited to shopping centres of 5 000
square metres rather than those of 3 000
square metres as proposed by the
Government members' committee and
herself?

Mrs CRAIG replied:,
(1) No.
(2) It is expected that the Metropolitan

Region Planning Authority will make a
decision at its next meeting, which is 26
August 1981.

(3) The authority has not made such a
decision, but it will be considering a
recommendation to that effect.

SMALL BUSINESSES
Advisory Service

1469. Mr WILSON, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) Is it a fact that shopkeepers or potential
shopkeepers seeking advice on leases
from Small Business Advisory Service
Ltd., are merely referred to a solicitor
on such matters?

(2) If "No", what forms of advice are
provided on the matter of lease
agreements?

(3) If "Yes", why do Government Ministers
continue to refer small retailers with
serious lease problems to Small Business
Advisory Service Ltd?

Mr MacKIN NON replied:
(I) No.
(2) Most inquirers who approach Small

Business Advisory Service Ltd. and who
are interested in starting in business, or
who make reference to leasing property
are given two Counselling notes;
namely-

The Rental Lease on Business
Property
and
Leases and Options.

The first paragraphs on both notes
strongly advise that an intending lessee
should Consult his solicitor before
signing.
Counsellors do discuss matters
concerning leases with inquirers. But,
not being solicitors, they cannot give
legal opinions.
The service does not duplicate services
already available and does not act in an
executory capacity on behalf of
inquirers. Thus, if in the course of
counselling, the most appropriate action
is that the inquirer seek proper legal
advice, a recommendation is made to
that effect.

(3) Not applicable.

HOUSING

Rural Housing Authority
1470. Mr GREWAR, to the Honorary Minister

Assisting the Minister for Housing:
(1) How much money has been loaned

through the Rural Housing Authority
for farmer housing in the past four
years?

(2) How much of this money was made
available from Government sources?

(3) (a) How many applicants received total
Government funding;

(b) how many applicants received part
Government funding;

(c) how many applicants received only
building society funding?

(4) What was the average interest rate
charged in each of (3)(a), (b), and (c)?

(5) How many new homes have been
funded?

t6) How many previously constructed
homes were renovated or in any other
way upgraded?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) $4 29? 900.
(2) $2 700 000.
(3) (a) 102;

(b) nil;
(c) 56.
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(4) (a) 6.99;
(b) not applicable;
(c) 11.166.

(5) 136.
(6) 22.

EDUCATION: BENTLEY HIGH SCHOOL
Closure: Malaysian Students

1471. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware that parents of children who
will be redirected to alternate high
schools from Bentley are at present
being prevailed on by the school
principal in finding accommodation for
Malaysian students expected next year?

(2) Is this not rather like salting the wound?
(3) Will he request his department to desist

in this practice at least until some of the
resettlement dust has settled?

Mr GCRAY DEN replied:
(1) The principal responded to a request

from the Malaysian Consul to explore
the possibilities for accommodating
overseas students in the Bentley area. A
circular was sent to parents giving them
a contact number at the council for
overseas students.
The principal in no way "prevailed
upon" parents.

(2) No.
(3) The procedure adopted could hardly be

called a departmental "practice".

1472. This question was postponed.

ALUMINIUM SMELTER
Project: Viability

1473. Mr H-ARMAN, to the Minister for
Resources Development:

(1) Has he seen a report in The Australian
Financial Review of Thursday, 6 August
indicating that there is little likelihood
that an aluminium smelter will be soon
built in Western Australia?

(2) Is this report fact?
(3) If not, what is the position?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(I) Yes.

(2) and (3) No--the article appears to
represent an opinion apparently held by
The Australian Financial Review. The
Loan Council decision has meant that
the State Government has to examine
and develop other means of funding the
establishment of new power stations in
Western Australia. The Government is
pursuing talks with a view to being able
to not only meet the expected normal
load growth in power demands, but to
supply an aluminium smelter.

FUEL AND ENERGY: GAS
North-West Shelt Briefing of

News Media

1474. Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

(1) What were the arrangements for the
Government's briefing of the news
media of its pricing arrangements for
north-west gas?

(2) Did it take the form of a Press
conference?

(3) (a) Were all media representatives
invited;

(b) if not, why not?

(4) Were any documents, graphs, etc., made
available?

(5) If so, will he table the information?

(6) Does the media coverage accurately
state the Government position on pricing
and funding arrangements?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(I) to (3) The finance editor of the State's
major daily newspaper and the Western
Australian representative of the major
national financial newspaper were
invited to a briefing on the State Energy
Commission's role in the North-West
Shelf natural gas project. Earlier, a
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representative of a Perth weekly
newspaper sought and was provided
access to senior SEC personnel for
discussions on the North-West Shelf
project. In view of questions raised in a
subsequent comment article published
in the weekly newspaper, it was
considered appropriate to indicate to a
wider audience of industry, and the
public generally, the SEC's role and
planning. In case the member is not
aware, I advise that aspects of
marketing and gas availability, and
associated issues, have previously been
discussed with companies on an
individual basis, and with the resources
and energy committee of the Western
Australian Confederation of Industry.

Further, a comprehensive seminar
sponsored jointly by the Confederation
of Industry, the Chamber of Commerce,
and the SEC was held on 29 April 1981
and a large number of Western
Australian industrial and other
observers were briefed on all matters
relating to SEC developments and
future projects. The precise pricing
details will not be finally established
until pipeline contracts are appropriately
defined.

The briefing was long and complex, and
the subject one not easily detailed in a
general press conference situation. It
was assumed other interested media
would approach either myself or the
SEC. Indeed, this happened and
approaches were made by at least one
radio station, a daily newspaper, and a
weekly newspaper.

(4) Yes. These were of a background nature
only. Specifically, they were 'Western
Australia's Fuel Demands 1980-2000",
a document generally available, and
Report No. I I of the National Energy
Advisory Council-"Natural Gas: The
Key Issues", also a public document.

(5) Yes.

(6) The specific media coverage reflects the
view of the media concerned. However,
the articles based on the briefing

referred to in question (1) are a fair
summation of the present position. At
the appropriate time, the Government
will make definitive statements on the
pricing and funding arrangements.

The papers were tabled (see papers Nos. 338
and 339).

1475. This question was postponed.

TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEICLES

Merredin Shire Council
1476. Mr GRILL, to the Minister for Police and

Traffic:
(1) Following the report in the Daily News

of Tuesday, 4 August 1981 "Shire
Vehicles Get RTA Work Orders", were
eight Merredin Shire vehicles put off the
road or subjected to RTA work orders?

(2) Were school buses involved?
(3) Was the Education Department

consulted?
(4) Was this discriminatory action against

the Merredin Shire Council? A
reliable witness confirms it is.

(5) What is the cost to Merredin Shire
ratepayers as a result of further
examinations by the RTA?

(6) Was there a suggestion that a
conventional smooth rubber-tyred roller
belonging to the shire would be subject
to a work order for bald tyres?

Mr HASSELL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes. Two school buses involved.
(3) Yes.
(4) No.
(5) The RTA charges a fee for each

examination, in this instance totalling
$82. The cost of subsequent repairs is
not known.

(6) No.

TIMBER
Royalties

1477. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Forests:
(1) In the years ended 30 June 1980 and

1981. what was the total royalty
received in timber used for-
(a) sawmilling;
(b) wood chipping;
(c) other?
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(2) In the same period, what were-

(a) the total costs of the department;
(b) the direct cost of forestry

operations?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

()(a)
(b)
(c)

(2) (a)
(b)

1980

5 458 340
412455
902 519

22394966
10906459

1981

6190076
752 298
1 362926

26816029
12479 693.

LIQUOR ACT
Amendment

1478. Mr JAMIESON, to the Chief Secretary:

(1) When is it anticipated that a Bill to
amend the Liquor Act will be
introduced?

(2) Who or what group of activists prevailed
upon him to allow "soft gambling" in
the form of beer ticket machines in
licensed clubs?

(3) Do such machines have to be approved
by the Lotteries Commission?

(4) Other than prizes being in goods, what
fundamental gambling difference exists
between ticket machines and mechanical
poker machines?

(5) Where licensed clubs supporting
sporting bodies do not exist, will it be
permitted for publicans to install "beer
ticket" machines for local clubs?

Mr H-ASSELL replied:

(1) It is proposed to introduce a Bill to
amend the Liquor Act in the current
session of Parliament.

(2) None.
(3) No.
(4) The ticket machines are simply a means

to dispense raffle tickets. Fundamental
differences from mechanical poker
machines are not fully known.

(5) No.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

"WA Education News" and "WA Parent"
1479. Mr PARKER, to the Minister for

Education:
(I) Does the Ecucation Department pay for

the publication of-
(a) WA Education News; and/or
(b) WA Parent;
from its own funds?

(2) If "Yes" to either (a) or (b) above, in
each case-
(a) what is the cost of publication

borne by the Government;
(b) what is the cost of editorial and

other salaries and other attributable
costs;

(c) is there any contribution from any
other source to the cost and if so
how much?

(3) Do any of the editorial staff of either
publication work for any other
Government or non-Government
organisation?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) Yes;

(b) this was discontinued as part of a

(2)

programme to offset costs of WA
Education News.

(a) $1 934 per issue;
(b) the editor's salary is 122 557 per

annum; photography is undertaken
by photographers in the Audio-
Visual Education Branch;

(c) $220 from advertising per issue.
(3) No.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
HEALTH: MENTAL

Greenpiace Hostel: Auctioneers' Fees
335. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Deputy Premier:

My question refers primarily to what I
consider to have been the scandalous
decision to pay auctioneers' fees of the
magnitude that were paid in respect of
the recent auction of Government-owned
property.
I ask the Deputy Premier whether he is
prepared to give this Parliament a
guarantee that in future, should it be
decided that Sunset Hospital, for
example, be auctioned, the Government
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will avail itself or the option of hiring a
professional auctioner-I am assured
people of such ability are available at
SI150 a day--or of some other option
which will save the public or this State
in excess, in the case of Greenpiace
Hostel, of an amount, I am led to
believe, of more than 1300 000.
I am seeking from the Deputy Premier

an assurance that the rashness of the
action in respect of the previous auction
will not be repeated,

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I cannot give the member the assurance
he seeks. On a number of occasions the
individuals involved with these auctions
are able to bring buyers to the market
and this can result in an increased
purchase price.
The figure achieved at the auction of
Greenplace Hostel was extremely good
and it will leave the Government with a
greater return than it expected.
However, in all future auctions we will
watch the situation and receive advice
on the best way in which to carry out the
sales of these properties.

Mr B. T. Burke: $112 000 is a lot or money.
Mr O'CONNOR: So is $1.8 million.
Mr Parker: S 112 000 for an hour's work!
Mr O'CONNOR: The member knows that

more than one hour's work is involved.
Mr Parker: It is still a pretty good rate per

hour.
Mr O'CONNOR: The Government achieved

a very good figure. We will seek advice
when future properties are sold in order
to ensure that, in the long term, the best
return is provided to the Government.

RAILWAYS

Meekatharra-Mulewa Track
336. Mr COYNE, to the Minister for Transport:

My question refers to the redundant
Meekatharra-Mullewa track and reads
as follows-

Could the Minister inform the
House what progress has been
made in attracting tenders for the
salvage operation by answering the
following-

(1) How many tenders were
received ?

(2) Who were the successful
tenderers?

(3) When will the recovery of the
steel rails commence?

(4) Has provision been made to
reasonably accommodate the
future needs of shire councils
and other prospective users
such as miners, prospectors,
and pastoralists?

(5) Could the Minister outline the
terms and conditions that will
apply to likely purchasers and
define the application
procedures as well as the cut-
off date for applications?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) to (3) Because of the complexities

involved in a contract of this magnitude,
which include arrangements for the
supply of rail to shire councils, the
tender conditions are still to be finalised.
It is anticipated public tenders will be
called in approximately late October
with work commencing in Decmber.

(4) Yes.
(5) The Government has approved an

arrangement whereby the successful
contractor will. be required under the
terms of the contract to deliver
quantities of rail to each shire, to satisfy
orders lodged with the shire by
residents.
The cut-off date for applications to be
lodged with Westrail was 30 June, 1981.
All shires involved have already been
informed of the detailed arrangements.

EDUCATION: FUNDING
Cutbacks: Press Article

337. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Education:

Is the Minister aware that the front
page of today's The West Australian
contains a story headed '126 Million
Could Go From Education"?
If so, would the Minister please clarify
and advise-
(1) Is the State School Teachers' Union

to be consulted before these
economies are implemented?
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(2) Is the Western Australian Council
of State School Organisations to be
consulted before these economies
are implemented?

(3) Were the economies proposed put
forward by the Education
Department of its own volition or
on instructions from the Minister?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I am very much aware of The West
Australian article to which the member
refers and the subsequent concern
arising from it.
(1) and (2) The proposed economies

will be thoroughly discussed with
both the State School Teachers'
Union and the WA Council of
State School Organisations. Both
organisations will be invited to
make suggestions in respect of
proposed economies before they are
implemented.

(3) Like all other Government
departments, the Education
Department was directed by the
Government to review its proposed
expenditure for 198 1-82 in the light
of the difficult budget position
faced by the State.
The Education Department
responded to this directive by
providing a list of possible
economies for consideration by the
Cabinet expenditure review
Committee.
These economies, if applied over a
full financial year. would save $26
million. This is the figure 1 quoted
in response to a question in this
House yesterday.

EDUCATION: FUNDING
Proposed Economies

338. Mr 1. F. TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Can the Minister kindly explain to the

House how he arrived last evening at the
figure of $26 million which he placed on
possible economies proposed for the
education system?

(2) Have the proposed economies of 526
million been referred to Treasury for
consideration?

Mr GRAY DEN replied:
(1) and (2) I have already dealt with the

question of the $26 million proposal put
forward by the Education Department
at the request of the Government. The
Government asked it to provide what it
thought would be possible economies
and a list was drawn up. Because a
number of the economies have not been
implemented this year, it is likely the
maximum saving which will be effected
will be $1 5 million.
As yet, the proposals have not been
considered by the Cabinet expenditure
review committee, nor have they been
considered by Cabinet or Treasury.
However, consideration of that nature is
likely to be given to the proposals within
the next few days.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE: DAIRYING
American Sailors: Assistance

339. Mr WILLIAMS, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

Has the Minister sent a letter of
appreciation to the American Vice
Consul in this State conveying the
Government's gratitude to the American
sailors who volunteered their services
free of charge in assisting in the bottling
of milk at Midland during the recent
transport strike, which in turn allowed
this necessary commodity to be provided
to the community in general?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No, we did not, but through the media
the Government expressed appreciation
to all the wonderful volunteers who
assisted in providing the much-needed
milk to the public, including pensioners,
frail aged people, and children.

Mr Barnett interjected.
Mr O'CONNOR: It was provided to

everyone possible and it is a pity the
member who has just interjected did not
come and give us a hand because we
could have done with it out there. It was
my understanding at the time, the union
stated it did not object to the volunteers
performing this task. As a matter of fact
the sentiments were expressed to me by
union members and I can only assume
recent objections have come from
radicals who appear to object to
anything.
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MENTAL HEALTH BILL
Law Society: Submissions

340. Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Does the Minister now have in his

possession a report or submission from
the Law Society touching on the Mental
Health Bill?

(2) If "Yes", will he table that report?
(3) If "No", why is he adopting a hush-

hush attitude? Is it because he seeks to
conceal the contents of that report or
submission from the public?

Mr Young: I do not understand the questi on
asked by the member for Mt. Hawthorn.

Mr BERTRAM: Would the Minister like me
to repeat it?

Mr Young: Yes, I would like you to do so. I
do not think I heard the question.

Mr BERTRAM: My question was as
follows-

(1) Does the Minister now have in his
possession a report or submission from
the Law Society touching on the Mental
Health Bill which is currently before the
Parliament?

(2) If the answer to that is "Yes", will he
table that document, or a copy of it, for
the Opposition?

(3) If "No", why is he adopting a hush-
hush attitude? Is it because he seeks to
conceal the contents of that report or
submission from the people?

Mr YOUNG replied:
(1) to (3) I did hear the member for Mt.

Hawthorn right the first time.
Mr Bertram: I thought you did.
Mr YOUNG: The member was referring to

a letter which I think everybody-
Mr Bryce: No; he said "the report".
Mr YOUNG: I have received only one report

from the Law Society in respect of the
Mental Health Bill.

Mr B. T. Burke: No, you have not got it.
Mr YOUNG: I should like to answer the

member for Mt. Hawthorn, because he
has asked the question twice and he is
deserving of at least one answer.

Several members interjected.
Mr YOUNG: A short report was attached to

the letter, as I understand it. I thought
every member of the Chamber would

have at least read the newspaper report
in which I said I had spoken with
members of the Law Society during the
weekend. In fact, I spent nearly all
Sunday with them and we went through
the report in detail. I also met with the
Royal Australian and New Zealand
College of Psychiatrists and we went
through the report of that body. I would
have thought the member for Mt.
Hawthorn, who has shown such an
inordinate interest in this Bill, which is a
very good thing-

Mr B. T. Burke: What-the Bill or the
inordinate interest?

Mr YOUNG: -and who has been a little
critical of the fact that so many
amendments have been put on the notice
paper, would recognise not only from the
report I made but also from the notice
paper that that report had been dealt
with by me and the Law Society.

TRANSPORT: SERVICES
Private Enterprise

341. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister
Transport:

for

(1) Because the annual urban transport debt
approaches $40 -million, has the
Government given consideration to
disposing of-
(a) bus;
(b) ferry;
(c) train;

either individually or totally to private
operators?

(2) If "Yes", what steps have been taken to
date in each category?

(3) What other action has the Minister
taken to effect economies to alleviate the
drain on taxpayers?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) to (3) I thank the member for some

short notice of the question. A "Yes" or
"No" answer would be unsatisfactory.

Mr B. T. Burke: And unusual from you.
Mr RUSHTON: Therefore, I shall explain

the situation briefly. The Government is
concerned at the cost of running urban
public transport and also at the
estimated future deficit. If changes are
not made, it is estimated there will be a
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deficit of 1150 million in the 10th year
of operation from this stage.
I have asked the MTT to submit to me
by Christmas 1981 a recommended
programme of the means by which such
an unacceptable spiralling of costs can
be arrested.
It is obvious that, as part of its normal
responsibilities, the MTT carries out
modifications of services and reduces
costs wherever possible and this is an
ongoing responsibility. It takes into
account all possible alternatives in an
endeavour to hold costs. As far as bus
services are concerned, the MTT carries
out a constant review of the need as
shown by patronage.
In the long term the bus services have to
be examined and the options of private
enterprise considered. Some of these
services considered relate to the trains.
The options for reducing costs are being
considered. Some of these are service
frequency, manning levels, week-end
services, and any other options that may
be proposed. Actually, the most
desirable way of reducing the costs
would be to create more patronage and
attention is being given to that aspect of
reducing the deficit. The point that one
needs to remember is that it seems the
employees' opinion is that we should
maintain the present manning structures
and present costs. I can only give the
warning that if we did that, any increase
in fares or any reduction in services
would not accommodate the estimated
costs that would result. I know that the
MIT will address itself to this aspect of
urban public transport.
I think there has to be a total review of
ways and means of redressing the
present deficit spiral and I am sure when
these propositions come forward we will
see a very complete change. I would like
to say that the decision taken in 1957
when all the bus companies at that time
were brought together within the ambit
of the MIT will be seen with hindsight
to be the wrong decision.

Mr Carr: This is ridiculous. I see Mr Shea
has gone back to business.

Mr Blaikie: It is a very serious question.

Mr B. T. Burke:, He is trying to upstage the
Minister for Education in an

understated sort of way-not exactly
understated. "Yes" or "No" would have
done.

A Government member: It is a very worrying
situation.

Mr RUSTHON: All I am saying, in
conclusion, is that the redress to this
spiralling deficit within urban public
transport has to be tackled in a very
meaningful way and I am looking
forward to the MTT putting proposals
before me.

FOREIGN INVESTMENTS

Monitorin~g

342. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

My question concerns the rate at which
our economy is being taken over by
foreign interests. I have asked a couple
of specific questions about this in the
last few days. Would the Honorary
Minister tell us in unequivocal terms
whether there are any forms of foreign
investment in our economy which his
Government or department did not
approve of in any way? I think the
Honorary Minister will gain the gist, of
the question given the answers he has
given me.

Mr MacKINNON replied:
I have indicated quite clearly, in
response to the questions the member
has raised with me, that we look at the
applications that come before us on a
case by case basis. I cannot categorically
give examples of ones which we say are
not good or bad. When they come to us
we assess the position and make the
decision that we believe would be the
best for the overall position of the State
of Western Australia and the people
within it. We do that in each individual
case.
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EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Right to Life Association: Film

343. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for
Education:

I would like to ask the Minister for
Education a question about the film on
abortion produced by the Right to Life
Association which has been described as
being shocking and emotionally
damaging to students. I gather it
compares abortion with genocide in
Nazi Germany. The question is as
follows-
(1) Who authorised the showing of that

im to schools?
(2) Since the controversy about its

showing has arisen, what action has
the Minister taken either to
withdraw the authorisation or to
assure himself that the film is one
that ought to be properly shown to
school students by this association?

(3) If he has taken no action, will he
organise a showing of this film for
members of Parliament so we can
all make up our own minds as to
whether the film should be shown in
schools?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) In response to the member for

Gosnells, I have had no representations
of any kind made to me in respect of this
particular film. I did read reports in the
weekend newspapers about it and have
referred the comments in relation to it to
the Director General of Education.
Matters of that kind are left entirely to
the principals of the schools concerned. I
should imagine we will continue to
follow that policy in respect of this
particular film. We do, however, intend
to have a look at it before making any
decision as to whether we will permit it
to be shown in schools in the future.

Mr Pearce: Will you organise for members of
Parliament to see it?

EDUCATION: FUNDING
Proposed Economics

344. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) I ask a further question which relates to

a question without notice asked of the
Minister by the member for Kalgoorlie.

Without trying to be nit-picking-I am
really seeking clarification-I would like
the Minister to confirm in respect of the
$26 million of economics proposed
whether the department responded to his
instructions in making the proposals and
whether the department costed them
and returned the costings with the
proposals, or whether the Minister
costed them once he had the proposals?

(2) If he did cost them himself, how did he
do so without referring it to the
Treasurer?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) These proposals were put

forward by the Education Department.
The Education Department was simply
asked to come up with suggestions for
possible economies. It came up with the
suggestions and actually did the costing,
but it has not gone beyond that.

EDUCATION: FUNDING
Cutbacks: Home Economics Course

345. Mr CARR, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it a fact that, as part of the
Government's cutbacks policy, the
Education Department is preparing a
syllabus whereby home economics will
be taught in ordinary classrooms instead
of in specialised practical facilities, as at
present?

(2) If "Yes", when will this change come
into effect and how does the department
expect practical skills such as cooking to
be imparted without an opportunity for
either demonstration or practice?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) 1 assure the member that I have

never heard of a suggestion of that kind.
This is certainly not one of the
economies to which we have been
looking when we have been talking in
terms of the $26 million. I could not
imagine the Education Department
adopting that particular course, but I
will certainly make inquiries and will
advise the member further.
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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTE

Alcoa of Australia Ltd.

346. Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

(1) Is he aware of a report on page 2 of
tonight's Daily News concerning a strike
by employees at the Del Park minesite
of Alcoa and a report that these
employees have been prevented by union
officials from meeting fellow mine
employees at the Huntley minesite?

(2) Would he use his good offices with the
company and with the TLC to try to
facilitate a joint meeting of the
employees at both minesites?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Yes, I did see the article in

tonight's paper. It is pleasing to see that
some workers in the State are prepared
to take a leading part in an issue that,
while it may take away from them some
reduced hours, will prevent them from
receiving some real disabilities that
would accrue to them under the 36-hour
week-disabilities both to them and
their families and Western Australia. I
would hope that the companies would
certainly not stand in the way of these
people from the two minesites getting
together. I would be quite happy to talk
to the two companies and the TLC. I do
not know what result there would be,
but I would certainly hope that the men
can get together in the interests of
Western Australia and their own
families and take action such as they
have done in an effort to make sure that
their jobs are not placed in jeopardy and
the disabilities that will come about
from a 36-hour week do not accrue to
them.

HOUSING: BUILDING SOCIETIES
Mortgage Foreclosures

347. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Housing:

(1) 1 desire to ask a question relating to
mortgage foreclosures by building
societies in Western Australia this year.
How does this figure compare with last
year?

(2) What are the reasons given for
mortgage foreclosure?

(3) What advice does the Minister have for
home purchasers experiencing
difficulties in meeting their repayments?

Mr LAURANCE replied:
(1) In the period from January to June 1981

the four biggest building societies in
Western Australia foreclosed 136
mortgages.

Mr Blaikie: I hope this question has not upset
you.

Mr LAURANCE: To continue-
(2) All four societies showed a decrease in

foreclosures as compared with the
previous six-month period from June to
December 1980 with one society
dropping by 60 per cent. Two others
experienced a 25 per cent decrease.

Mr Pearce: If you put the interest rates up
higher the number of mortgage
foreclosures comes down.

Mr
(3)

LAURANCE: To continue-
The societies concerned indicated that
the reasons for the foreclosures were:
marriage breakdowns, financial
overpayment, business failure and
unemployment. The mortgage
foreclosures and the reasons are being
closely monitored in order to gauge the
effect of increased interest payments.
The societies are being requested to
provide foreclosure details at least to the
Registrar of Building Societies at
regular intervals.
Home purchasers experiencing difficulty
in meeting repayments due to increased
interest rates Or for any other reason
should contact the lending organisation.
At least one major society has appointed
loan counselling officers and all societies
are prepared to discuss repayment
difficulties sympathetically in an
attempt to offer advice to overcome this
problem.

FOREIGN INVESTMENTS
Monitoring

348. Mr BRYCE, to the Honorary Minister
Assisting the Minister for Industrial
Development and Commerce:

(1) I would like to ask a further question of
the Minister concerning foreign
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investment. In his experience as
Minister, have there been any occasions
when any forms of foreign investment
have been rejected by his department or
the State Treasurer?

(2) Are there any forms of foreign
investment in Western Ausralian
industry which are bad or not in the best
interests of Western Australia?

Mr MacKINNON replied:
(1) I n response to the member for Ascot, I

cannot answer the first question butI
will undertake to follow it up for him. I
cannot quote offhand any specific
examples, but I will go back over the
records and find out and let him know.

(2) He asked secondly if there are any forms
of investment in Western Australian
companies that may be bad. I would
indicate that one that would be
considered not to be good would be
where a company can be taken over by a
foreign investor and then the company
would be closed down in Western
Australia. Obviously, we would not be in
favour of that.

I would ask further if the member for
Ascot does have specific complaints in
this area that he be specific and give us
examples which we can follow up. We as
a Government have no great qualms
about foreign investment in Western
Australia; in fact, we encourage it and
need it to better our industrial base. I
give an example of one instance where
recently McGraw Edison, a very large
international company, set up its first
workshop in South-East Asia in Canning
Vale. It is currently employing 50 West
Australians in that factory which is
providing services to both the Eastern
States and South-East Asian companies.
Obviously we would encourage that type
of investment in our State.

EDUCATION: FUNDING
Proposed Economics

349. Mr I. F. TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Further to the Minister's answer to the
question of the member for Balcatta, is
he prepared to table the costing of the
$26 million in economies prepared by
the Education Department?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(1) and (2) As I think I have stressed
before, these inrfportant proposals have
not yet been considered by the
Government and, in those
circumstances, we would not table them.

Mr B. T. Burke: The Education Department
had nothing to do with the costing and
knows nothing about it. What a lot of
nonsense! You made it up like you make
up everything else.

Mr GRAYDEN: How would the member
know?7

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Balcatta!

Mr GRAYDEN: As they have not yet been
considered by the Cabinet review
committee, we would not at this stage
make them public because many of
them, of course, will not be acceptable
even to the Government.

Mr B. T. Burke: They have not been costed.
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